
Inspection of Acorn Wood Day 
Nursery
Bretts Hall Farm, Ansley Common, Nuneaton, Warwickshire CV10 0QJ

Inspection date: 8 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Every child is valued and treated as an individual in this wonderfully welcoming and 
nurturing setting. Staff forge strong relationships with children and their families. 
They have in-depth knowledge and understanding of children's interests and 
specific needs, which they use to shape learning. Children make choices about how 
they will learn from an exceptionally well-resourced environment. Staff expertly 
scaffold children's learning through high-quality interactions. They seize every 
opportunity to extend children's learning. As a result, children make excellent 
progress. Children are, without exception, confident and happy. They remain highly 
engaged throughout the day. Children are consistently polite and respectful. They 
behave extremely well because they understand the daily routines. For example, 
they sing and sign a 'please and thank you' song at lunchtime. Mealtimes are 
wonderfully social occasions. Children enjoy chatting to each other as they sit 
together at 'restaurant style' tables. They enjoy freshly prepared, nutritious meals. 
Children's personal, social and emotional development is extremely well supported. 

The whole environment is exceptionally well planned and resourced. Toys and 
equipment are easy for children to access and move around as they choose so that 
they can investigate and explore. Children benefit enormously from the exceptional 
facilities and resources in the fabulous outdoor play areas. They display incredibly 
high levels of engagement as they play outside. Children particularly enjoy climbing 
and balancing in different ways. For example, they travel across the climbing frame 
and skilfully balance as they step across the logs. Children's physical development 
is exceptionally well supported.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and the staff team have worked exceptionally hard to design an 
ambitious and well-sequenced curriculum. The result is a highly engaging, 
coherently sequenced, child-led curriculum. Children learn through play activities 
and high-quality continuous provision. They are expertly supported by 
experienced staff. Staff are knowledgeable about children's starting points and 
current interests. They know what to teach, and skilfully scaffold learning 
through play and daily routines. Staff model being learners. For example, when 
joining children who are having a tea party, staff say, 'I wonder how many 
pieces of cake we will need.' As a result, children make progress and are well 
prepared for the next stage of learning.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive excellent 
support. The very experienced special educational needs coordinator works 
closely with parents and other professionals to develop individual intervention 
and support plans to further enhance children's learning and development. 
These are reviewed regularly. Consequently, children receive the help they need 
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to make progress.
n Children begin to develop their independence from a very early age. Before 

going outside, children under two are supported to identify their own coats. 
Two- and three-year-old children identify their own belongings and are 
encouraged to try to put on boots and coats for themselves. Pre-school children 
are accomplished in completing these tasks independently. Children are 
prepared well for the next stage in their learning, including the move on to 
school.

n Children have a positive attitude towards their learning. They benefit from a 
wealth of exciting opportunities and unique experiences. For example, children 
thoroughly enjoy feeding the setting's resident pigs. Children behave 
exceptionally well. Staff are wonderful role models. Children learn about sharing 
and taking turns and are caring and considerate. They are kind and respectful to 
others.

n Managers are extremely knowledgeable about early years education. They have 
a clear passion for delivering high-quality care and education for all children. 
Managers are wholly committed to professional development and training for all 
staff. Staff continually strive to improve their professional knowledge and 
practice. They benefit from regular training and professional development 
opportunities. These are sharply focused on enabling staff to implement the 
curriculum consistently well, thereby further improving the outcomes for 
children. Staff report consistently high levels of support for their well-being. 

n Parents are exceptionally happy with the high-quality levels of care and 
education their children receive. Staff ensure that parents are an integral part of 
their children's learning. They provide parents with an abundance of information 
and support, such as support with potty training and information about dental 
hygiene. Parents are extremely appreciative of all the support and information 
they receive from staff, particularly for children with additional needs. This 
strong partnership means that there is a continuity of approach, which helps 
children to make excellent progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The safeguarding culture is strong. Children's safety, welfare and well-being are of 
paramount importance. All staff have completed safeguarding and paediatric first-
aid training. They know how to identify signs and symptoms that may indicate 
children are at risk from abuse. All staff know what to do if they are concerned 
about a child's safety and understand the importance of following the correct 
procedures to safeguard children. Staff complete thorough risk assessments and 
regular checks to maintain a safe environment for children. Managers have robust 
systems for recruiting staff and monitoring their ongoing suitability. Staff supervise 
children well throughout the day. These measures help to ensure that children are 
kept safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 200479

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10301723

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 71

Number of children on roll 99

Name of registered person Kevin Ford and Deborah Ford Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910254

Telephone number 02476397054

Date of previous inspection 3 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Acorn Wood Day Nursery registered in 1992 and is located in Nuneaton. The 
nursery employs 19 members of childcare staff. Of these, 18 hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3 or above, including one who holds level 4, two who 
hold level 5 and one who holds level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday 
all year round, except for bank holidays and one week over the Christmas period. 
Sessions are from 8am to 5.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Dukes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n A manager and the inspector carried out a learning walk together to discuss the 
intention for children's learning.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between the staff and the children.
n The managers provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request. 
n A manager and the inspector completed an observation of teaching and learning 

together.
n The inspector took account of parents' views about the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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