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Inspection date: 25 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, content and feel safe. They show positive attitudes towards 
their learning. For example, babies giggle with delight while exploring sensory toys, 
such as bubble lamps and light-up toys. Toddlers show good concentration skills as 
they build towers with blocks, and they confidently explore sand and water. Staff 
interact well with children and encourage them to have a positive attitude to 
learning. 

Children spend a lot of time outdoors exploring the garden. They learn about the 
processes of planting and growing. For example, children help to grow strawberries 
and potatoes. Staff support older children as they explore real tools and wooden 
blocks. They learn that a saw is used for cutting wood. Children have outings into 
the local community to observe building sites. They then become immersed in deep 
imagination as they enact the role of a builder. Staff provide children with sand and 
shaving foam to make pretend cement. They use this mixture to build walls with 
soft bricks. Children's interests are supported very well. 

Staff help children to be healthy. They provide nutritious meals and snacks and 
ensure that vegetables and fruit are on the daily menu. Staff talk to children about 
the importance of brushing their teeth. Children learn about self-care. For example, 
they learn to cover their mouths when coughing and to regularly wash their hands. 
Children's behaviour is good. This is because staff are consistent in reminding 
children of the nursery rules, such as listening to their friends, sharing and taking 
turns. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have a clear vision for the nursery. They lead with purpose and want all 
children to achieve the very best. Children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) are supported particularly well. Staff work closely with other 
professionals, such as occupational therapists and speech and language 
therapists. This helps to ensure that these children can reach the best possible 
outcomes. Support plans are monitored with rigour and reviewed with precision. 

n Staff provide children with an ambitious curriculum that builds on what they 
know and can do. They use their good knowledge of child development to plan 
activities that help to close gaps in learning. Children are motivated to learn. 

n Children are supported to develop their independence skills in preparation for 
their move to school. For example, they serve themselves lunch, chop fruit at 
snack time and pour their own drinks. However, systems to ensure that 
children's transition to their next phase of education is as smooth as possible are 
not robust. For example, partnerships with other schools are not yet fully 
established. 

Inspection report: The Lemon Tree Day Nurseries Ltd
25 July 2023 2



n Staff support the development of children's communication and language skills 
well. They teach children new words, such as 'shiny' and 'bubble'. Staff repeat 
words as children play. For example, staff explain when something feels 'fluffy'. 
They speak clearly and ask questions to encourage children to speak back. 

n Leaders support the professional development of staff. They provide them with 
useful opportunities to extend their knowledge and skills. For example, staff 
attend training courses in subjects such as sign language. They also learn to use 
picture exchange so that they can support their communication with children 
with SEND more effectively. 

n Staff support children's early literacy well. They focus on different books to help 
support children's next steps in learning and development. Children thoroughly 
enjoy listening to stories. Older children learn about letters and the sounds they 
represent. Children develop a good understanding of mathematics during 
activities. For instance, they count as they build towers, and they learn to 
recognise numbers. 

n Activities are planned in small groups to support children's well-being and 
emotions. They are encouraged to share their ideas with staff and talk about 
their feelings. For example, children delight in talking about their previous 
experiences. They explain what makes them 'happy' or 'sad'. 

n Parents describe staff as 'amazing' and 'friendly'. They say that they are kept 
informed about the activities their children engage in each day. However, staff 
do not consistently share information with all parents about their children's next 
steps in learning. This means that they are not fully aware of how they can 
support their children's learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. Ratios are met, and 
staff supervise children with vigilance. Staff assess risks daily and teach children 
about the importance of safety. The premises is safe and secure. Staff have a good 
understanding of child protection and of the signs that children might be at risk of 
harm. They know about safeguarding issues such as county lines, domestic 
violence and the 'Prevent' duty. Staff know the referral procedure well. Regular 
staff meetings and supervision sessions are used to discuss any safeguarding 
concerns. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen partnerships with schools to ensure there is a robust system in place 
to support children's smooth transition to school

n extend the information provided to all parents and carers to support them in 
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guiding their children's learning at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY462431

Local authority Kingston Upon Hull City Council 

Inspection number 10279827

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 79

Name of registered person The Lemon Tree Day Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532574

Telephone number 01482838908

Date of previous inspection 5 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Lemon Tree Day Nurseries Ltd registered in 2013. The nursery employs 18 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 14 hold an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 3 or above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year 
round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm, except for bank holidays and one 
week at Christmas. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kerry Holder
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and managers and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
nursery.

n The inspector held discussions with the provider and managers about the design 
of the curriculum and how it is being implemented.

n The inspector observed staff practice and their engagement with children 
throughout the inspection. She spoke with staff and children during the 
inspection. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education and carried out a joint 
observation with one of the nursery's managers to assess the impact of staff's 
teaching on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
verbal and written views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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