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Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily and are welcomed into the nursery by warming and caring 
staff. They separate from their parents and carers confidently. This shows that they 
feel safe and secure in the environment. Children greet their friends excitedly and 
soon become involved in a variety of activities of their choosing. They are kind and 
caring. The curriculum is broad and balanced. This helps children to make good 
progress and gain valuable skills in preparation for school.

Staff have high expectations for all children. They value each child and link 
children's interests to activities, which supports children's enjoyment. Older children 
enjoy testing which objects will float or sink, making tally charts of their findings. 
They listen attentively to the instructions and help to prepare the activity. Children 
take it in turns to make different predictions and use their mathematical skills to 
correctly count and record their findings. Children love to explore the garden area, 
as well the large natural forest school, supported by the qualified forest school 
leader. Children learn to take risks, with the support of staff, as they use the tree 
swing carefully. Babies and toddlers confidently participate in sport activities. They 
listen to instructions to stretch and balance, pretending to be jungle animals as 
they warm up their bodies. This supports children's listening and communication 
skills, and it supports the development of children's balance and coordination skills. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider and manager are passionate about outcomes for all children. They 
have clear intentions for children's development and for the learning provided. 
They are committed to the continuous professional development of practitioners. 
They provide training opportunities based on practitioners' individual needs and 
the needs of children. For instance, staff working  with younger children have 
adapted how they plan activities to focus more on the prime areas of learning 
for children. This maintains the good quality of teaching for children.

n The provision for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is a 
strength. The special educational needs coordinator has good knowledge of how 
to support children's individual needs. She works closely with practitioners and 
other professionals to swiftly close any gaps in children's development. Parents 
are supported in a sensitive manner. They are involved in creating individual 
support plans for their children. Parents are kept up to date about their 
children's ongoing development. 

n Children's communication and language development is a large part of the well-
designed curriculum. Staff engage children in meaningful conversations and 
build their vocabulary by narrating their play. Staff introduce new words during 
activities. Staff use varying techniques to question children as they encourage 
them to share their ideas and opinions. Children enjoy regular story sessions and 
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actively use their imaginations to create their own stories. 
n Children are curious and interested, and they enjoy exploring their environment. 

Older children enjoy spending a large part of their day in the large forest school 
area. However, at times, staff do not always tune in to supporting quieter, less 
confident children to engage in activities, to make the most of learning 
opportunities for all children taking part. For example, during an immersive 
story, children share their ideas as they follow a map. However, more confident 
children tend to take over the activity, meaning those who are quieter or less 
confident do not have the same learning experience.

n Partnership with parents is strong. Parents speak highly of the nursery and 
comment that the staff team is nurturing and compassionate and that their 
children thrive in a safe environment. Good communication ensures that parents 
know what their children can do and what they will be learning next and how to 
support their learning at home.  

n The manager is enthusiastic and promotes an inclusive setting. The provider and 
manager create a working environment that makes staff feel valued. The 
manager and staff team engage parents in their ideas as they evaluate on 
improvements for the nursery. For example, following suggestions from parents, 
changes have been made to the security of the children as they enter the 
premises. This promotes the best outcomes for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of how to keep children safe. 
They confidently explain how they would refer any concerns about the welfare of a 
child. Staff complete daily risk assessments to ensure that the learning 
environments and resources are safe for children to use. Children learn about 
keeping themselves safe while in the woodland area. They risk assess the area with 
staff and understand the safety rules. The provider and manager carry out robust 
recruitment procedures to ensure that staff are suitably vetted to work with 
children. Staff complete regular refresher training to keep up to date with changes 
in procedures and legislation. The manager carries out ongoing suitability checks of 
staff to ensure they remain suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to recognise when to adapt learning opportunities and support less 
confident children to enable all children taking part to have the best possible 
learning experience.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY492248

Local authority Bromley

Inspection number 10301272

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Voluntary Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 39

Number of children on roll 47

Name of registered person Blossom Years Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902275

Telephone number 02082952137

Date of previous inspection 31 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Blossom Years Children's Day Nursery registered in 2015. The nursery is located in 
Chislehurst, within the London Borough of Bromley. It is open each weekday, from 
7.30am to 6pm, for 51 weeks of the year. The nursery employs nine members of 
staff. Of these, eight hold appropriate early years qualifications between level 2 
and qualified teacher status, and one is unqualified. The nursery employs a cook 
and a qualified level 3 forest school leader. A staff member is currently completing 
the forest school leader level 3 qualification. The nursery receives funding to 
provide free early education for children aged two-, three- and four-years old.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Murphy
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n A learning walk of different areas of the nursery was conducted by the inspector.
n The inspector observed the outdoor learning in the nursery's forest school area.
n A joint observation of an activity was carried out with the manager.
n Parents' views were sought by the inspector.
n A sample of policies, procedures and relevant documentation was evaluated by 

the inspector.
n Interactions between staff and children were observed by the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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