
Childminder report

Inspection date: 31 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy the time they spend with the childminder. They are 
happy and feel safe. This can be seen when children laugh and giggle as they 
make a den with blankets. Older children show great kindness to younger children, 
such as when they read stories to them. Children show high levels of confidence. 
For example, they expertly introduce themselves to visitors. The childminder is a 
good role model. For instance, she gently reminds children to say 'please' and 
'thank you' and gives consistent messages about her high expectations of children. 
Children are polite and well mannered.

The childminder enhances children's knowledge and understanding of people 
around the world. For example, she encourages children to talk about a range of 
cultures, abilities and family structures. This helps children to respect people from a 
range of backgrounds, which prepares them well for the future.

Children extend their early mathematical skills. The childminder ensures that 
children have many opportunities to learn about shape and measure. For example, 
children make spheres and cylinders with play dough. Additionally, children 
enhance their knowledge of number, such as when they count the pieces of fruit 
on their plate at snack time.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder uses questions effectively to extend children's knowledge and 
understanding. However, sometimes she asks lots of questions in quick 
succession. Therefore, children do not have time to process and respond to what 
they are being asked. This means they do not develop their thinking and 
problem-solving skills to the highest level.

n The childminder uses assessment well to monitor children's progress. This 
assists her to plan activities to help close any emerging gaps. However, she does 
not share information about learning and development with other settings 
children attend to provide continuity.

n The childminder shares ideas with parents, so they can extend children's 
learning at home. For example, she provides resources to support children to 
learn to write lower case letters. This helps to ensure that the childminder 
involves parents in their child's learning journey. 

n The childminder helps children to learn about rules and boundaries. For 
example, she gently reminds them to eat in the kitchen and not in the living 
room. Furthermore, she explains why rules are in place. For example, children 
know not to run indoors as they might bump into furniture and hurt themselves.

n Children enjoy being with their friends and play well together to achieve shared 
goals. For example, they spend a long time building the 'perfect' board walk in 
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the garden that they can all use. Additionally, they concentrate for long periods 
of time working side by side as they make marks on paper with a paintbrush. 
This positively promotes their social and early writing skills.

n The childminder helps to develop children's understanding of the natural world, 
such as when they visit local woodland. Furthermore, they learn about important 
people in the world, such as vets who help to keep animals safe.

n The childminder has strong bonds with the children in her care. She gives 
children plenty of praise and encouragement, which helps to successfully 
develop their self-esteem and supports their emotional well-being. This is 
demonstrated when children confidently ask for help when needed.

n The passionate childminder regularly evaluates her service, which includes 
feedback from children and parents. She discusses children's interests with 
parents and encourages children to plan the activities that they would like to do.

n The childminder keeps her skills and knowledge up to date. For example, she 
has completed training on autism. This helps her to support and meet the needs 
of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n Parents speak very highly of the childminder. They comment on how happy and 
settled their children are in the childminder's care. Additionally, they remark on 
the progress their children have made, particularly in confidence and 
communication and social skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has completed safeguarding training. She confidently 
demonstrates a thorough knowledge of the signs that a child may be at risk of 
harm. She understands the processes to follow if she has concerns about children's 
safety. This includes the agencies to contact should there be an allegation against 
herself or a household member. The premises are safe and secure. The 
childminder completes risk assessments of the environment to help identify and 
minimise any risks to children. Furthermore, the childminder helps children learn 
how to keep themselves safe, such as when they practise emergency evacuation 
procedures. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n give children more time to respond to questions so that they can process and 
express their thoughts

n develop further information sharing about learning and development with other 
settings that children attend to promote continuity. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY496010

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10301545

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection 9 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2015 and lives in Reigate, Surrey. She operates all 
year round, from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for family holidays and 
bank holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michaela Borland

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
provider. 

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises her 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for the early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed with the childminder the 
safety and suitability of the premises.

n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 
request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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