
Inspection of Building Blocks Day 
Nursery (NW) LTD
Building Blocks Day Nursery, Plant Hill Road, MANCHESTER M9 8LX

Inspection date: 31 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff create a safe and nurturing learning environment for children. The moment 
children arrive, they are eager to explore the vast array of activities. The 
atmosphere buzzes with their excitement and their singing fills the air. Staff are 
good role models and support children's emotional well-being incredibly well. This 
means that children behave well, show positive attitudes towards their learning, 
and have a strong sense of belonging. They embrace staff with cuddles and are 
keen to show the inspector their paintings. Staff know the children well and plan 
activities to keep them interested in their learning. For example, younger children 
giggle with delight while exploring sand and paint. Older children show great 
interest in learning about whales and talk about the importance of looking after the 
environment.

Children enjoy playing outdoors. They help to harvest vegetables and enjoy visiting 
the local woodland. Children are fascinated while building dens. They search for 
snails and enjoy making models of insects out of dough. Children show good levels 
of independence. They help to tidy toys away, put on their own shoes and help to 
serve food at mealtimes. Staff support children well for their move on to school. 
Children confidently talk about their new teachers and classroom.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, leaders have worked relentlessly to bring about 
change. They have embraced support from external professionals and have 
worked closely with the local authority. Self-evaluation is accurate and the 
manager's capacity to continually improve is good.

n In the main, staff provide children with an ambitious curriculum, which builds on 
what children already know and can do. However, some less experienced staff 
do not fully understand what leaders want children to learn. This means that 
some activities are not pitched at the right level. For example, some staff are not 
aware of how to extend or keep children's interest maintained during activities. 
This means that, on occasion, some children lose interest in their learning.

n Leaders have identified that communication and language for all children should 
be a priority. They have trained all staff, worked with communication specialists, 
and assess children's speaking skills quickly. Staff teach children new words and 
listen to them with interest. This means that children are excellent 
communicators who use a wide repertoire of vocabulary.

n Staff attend appraisal meetings with leaders and complete a wide range of 
training. They report that the manager is supportive and that working at the 
nursery is like an extended part of their family. Leaders have identified that the 
arrangements for staff supervision could be further strengthened. They want to 
provide staff with more detailed feedback about their interactions with children, 
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to help raise their practice to a higher level.
n Partnership working is a golden thread of this nursery. Leaders ensure that 

parents and carers are fully involved in every step of their children's early 
education. Parents commend staff for going above and beyond. Links with other 
childcare professionals are robust. Children enjoy being part of their local 
community and relish visits to the local residential care home for older people.

n Overall, staff teach children well about the world that they live in. For example, 
children help to care for the local woodland and wildlife. However, leaders have 
not fully considered other ways that they would like to teach children even more 
about what makes them and their friends unique. This includes children having a 
greater understanding of different people and communities.

n Care practices are good. Staff spend time getting to know children and their 
families before they start at the nursery. This supports children's emotional well-
being. Staff teach children about the importance of good oral health. Children 
talk about why they need to brush their teeth and why they need to wash their 
hands before they eat.

n Leaders give high priority in supporting children who speak English as an 
additional language and children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. Intervention plans are robust and gaps in learning close. This means 
that children receive high levels of support and make good progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The premises are safe and suitable for childcare. Leaders implement effective risk 
assessments and carry out daily safety checks before children arrive. Staff have 
undertaken safeguarding training and leaders test their knowledge through 
scenarios and questionnaires. Leaders and staff understand their roles in keeping 
children safe and protected from harm. They are aware of the whistle-blowing 
procedures and know the steps to take to make a referral. Leaders keep abreast of 
changes in child protection policy and legislation. They understand local 
safeguarding issues and are also aware of the possible indicators of female genital 
mutilation and radicalisation.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support less experienced staff to have a better understanding of what leaders 
intend children to learn

n provide staff with more incisive feedback about their interactions with children, 
to help raise their practice to a higher level

n strengthen children's understanding of people and communities beyond their 
own experiences.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY452941

Local authority Manchester

Inspection number 10284043

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 10

Total number of places 100

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Building Blocks Day Nursery (NW) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531940

Telephone number 01617401053

Date of previous inspection 6 March 2023

Information about this early years setting

Building Blocks Day Nursery (NW) LTD registered in 2012. The nursery employs 12 
members of childcare staff. All staff hold a childcare qualification at level 2 or 
above. The nursery opens from 7.30am until 6.30pm, Monday to Friday, for 51 
weeks of the year, excluding bank holidays. It operates a before- and after-school 
club during school term times and a holiday club during school holidays. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Luke Heaney
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed the quality of education and the impact this has on 
children's learning. 

n Discussions were held with the leadership and management team.
n The inspector held a meeting with a representative from the local authority.
n The inspector viewed a sample of documentation, including staff suitability 

checks. 
n The inspector conducted a joint observation of an activity with the manager. 
n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 

inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to parents and carers during the inspection. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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