
Inspection of Hitchin Fun Club At 
Highbury School
Highbury Infant School, Standhill Road, HITCHIN, Hertfordshire SG4 9AG

Inspection date: 3 August 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Not met (enforcement)

Previous   
inspection

Not Met (with actions)



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision does not meet requirements

The provider has failed to address safeguarding concerns identified at the last 
inspection. Suitability checks for a committee member who is involved in making 
decisions regarding children's safety and welfare have still not been conducted. 
Despite this, children enjoy attending and are thoroughly engaged throughout their 
time at the club. Staff support this well by encouraging children to take an active 
role in the planning of the environment. Children give regular feedback on their 
favourite activities and help select new resources and equipment to purchase. Staff 
cater well to the varied interests of all children who attend. For example, children 
can enjoy sport activities in the school hall and extensive outdoor area. In the 
dining hall, children can engage in a variety of craft activities or bake biscuits to 
take home.

Children behave well. They are aware of the rules in the club and why they are in 
place. Children cooperate well with one another during activities. For example, they 
share out ingredients and resources during a baking activity, ensuring everyone 
has a turn. Children are polite to one another. They are kind and offer support and 
praise to their friends. Staff are good role models, demonstrating good manners 
towards children and adults.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Appropriate suitability checks for a committee member have still not been 
completed. The provider has failed to ensure vital information needed to 
complete these checks has been communicated effectively to Ofsted.

n Staff embrace opportunities to support children's learning during activities and 
routines. They encourage children to explore mathematical concepts, such as 
shape and fractions, when cutting their toast at snack time. When baking 
biscuits, staff role model descriptive vocabulary when exploring the 'sticky' and 
'crumbly' dough. Staff enhance children's scientific knowledge. They encourage 
children to discuss how adding different quantities of liquid can change the 
consistency of their dough.

n Staff have good knowledge of the children in their care. They communicate well 
with parents from the start. This enables staff to gather detailed information 
regarding children's interests and needs. Staff use this to create an environment 
that supports the well-being of all children who attend. For example, staff have 
clear processes in place to support the needs of children with food allergies.

n The provider conducts regular supervision meetings with all staff to monitor 
performance, well-being, and identify areas for development. Staff regularly 
access additional training opportunities to enhance their practice. This supports 
them in meeting the changing needs of children in their care.

Inspection report: Hitchin Fun Club At Highbury School
3 August 2023 2



n Staff support children's understanding of healthy lifestyles. They encourage 
children to grow their own fruits and vegetables that they pick and serve during 
snack time. Staff plan fun activities to support children's knowledge of healthy 
eating. For example, children select fruit and create smoothies to have with their 
lunch. Children have plenty of opportunities to be active in the extensive outdoor 
area. They engage in football and basketball matches and explore a variety of 
climbing equipment.

n Staff communicate well with class teachers to support children's emotional well-
being. They share detailed information about each child's day at school. This 
enables staff to identify when children may have struggled and offer additional 
support where necessary.

n Children are confident. They engage well with visitors, chatting to them 
enthusiastically and inviting them into their play. For example, children are keen 
to discuss the activities they enjoy at the club. Staff support children to develop 
a sense of pride in their achievements. They praise children's efforts and display 
their crafts for visitors and parents to admire.

n Staff supervise children's play well. They engage with children during activities, 
asking thought-provoking questions to support their curiosity. For example, as 
children create animals out of coloured beads, staff encourage then to discuss 
what animals they would like to be and why.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

The provider does not fulfil their role to keep children safe. Safeguarding concerns 
highlighted at the previous inspection have still not been rectified. Suitability checks 
for a committee member have not been completed despite several reminders being 
sent from Ofsted. Staff confidently discuss the signs and symptoms which could 
indicate that a child is at risk from abuse. They explain the correct process to 
follow when reporting concerns to the appropriate authority. The provider ensures 
all staff complete regular safeguarding and first-aid training in line with local 
authority guidelines.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

The provision is not meeting requirements and Ofsted intends to take 
enforcement action.

We will issue a Welfare Requirements Notice requiring the provider to:

Due date
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provide Ofsted with required information 
in a timely manner to ensure suitability 
checks for committee members are 
completed.

31/08/2023
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2567156

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10279295

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 8

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Hitchin Fun Club At Highbury School 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number 2567155

Telephone number 07783027534

Date of previous inspection 19 October 2022

Information about this early years setting

Hitchin Fun Club At Highbury School registered in 2020. The club employs eight 
members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above. The club opens during term time from Monday to 
Friday. Sessions are from 3.15pm until 6pm. Additionally, the club opens during 
school holidays and sessions are from 8.30am until 5.30pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Antonia Campbell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and provider took a tour of the club. They discussed how the club 
is organised and the play opportunities provided for children.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector looked at relevant documents, including evidence of the suitability 
of all staff.

n The inspector spoke to the provider about the leadership and management of 
the club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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