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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

The childminder is warm, caring and kind. Children very much enjoy the time that
they spend in her care. They have good relationships with each other and the
childminder, who gives them her undivided attention. This helps children to build
strong relationships with her. The childminder teaches children how to keep
themselves safe. For instance, children practise evacuating the premises in case of
an emergency and learn about road safety.

The childminder plans a curriculum that helps all children to make progress. She
takes account of what children need to learn next. The childminder provides
activities, such as creative tasks, which follow children's interests. These motivate
and engage children. Children persevere and concentrate during activities, such as
when completing jigsaw puzzles, they try hard until all the pieces fit. Children show
pride in their achievements. For example, they run to the hall to put their pictures
in their bags to take home and share with their parents.

Children have lots of opportunities to play outdoors in fresh air and develop their
physical skills. The childminder takes them to the park and for walks in the local
woodland. Children go to local playgroups each week. This gives them the chance
to play in a larger group of children and further develops their social skills. Children
enjoy visiting the library regularly each week. They choose their favourite stories to
read. Children eagerly recall books, such as ' We're Going on a Bear Hunt', talking
about how they pretended to go through the 'squishy, squashy grass'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder has a clear intent for the curriculum. She wants all children to
gain a good foundation for their future learning and prepare them for later life.
The childminder adapts activities so that all children can extend their learning.

B The childminder shares lots of information with parents about their children's
learning and development. She sends home photos and makes time to give
parents daily feedback at pick-up times. The childminder shares information
about younger children's needs through a daily diary.

B Parents are very positive about the care that their children receive. They feel
lucky to have found such a dedicated childminder. Parents comment that their
children are welcomed into a loving family home. They say their children have
made particularly good progress in their social and communication skills.

B The childminder promotes healthy eating with children. Children enjoy nutritious
and home-cooked foods. They independently feed themselves and are
encouraged to drink water to stay hydrated. The childminder makes sure that
food, such as grapes, is chopped up to prevent the risk of children choking.

m Children are very confident and sociable, and they have good attitudes to their

Inspection report: Childminder report 2
26 July 2023



Oféted

learning. Their behaviour is excellent. Children listen carefully to the
childminder's instructions, who teaches them how to share and take turns. For
instance, young children wait patiently for their turn during a board game.

m Children have lots of opportunities to practise their fine motor skills in
preparation for early writing. They use glue, stickers and shapes to make
pictures. Older children attempt to write their name on their creations.

B The childminder constantly develops children's communication. Children engage
in lively conversations. The childminder listens when children talk about their
home experiences and things that are important to them. She extends children's
language and their vocabularies when they play.

B The childminder works well with other settings and schools to complement
children's learning. She attends whole-school events, such as those based on
celebrations, to share children's experiences. The childminder finds out what
older children are learning at school and provides activities to extend their
learning, such as telling the time.

m Children have a voice in the setting. The childminder plans the environment so
that children can choose what they want to play with. She involves children in
making decisions, such as where they would like to go on outings.

® The childminder knows how to support children with special educational needs
and/or disabilities. She uses her observations to identify any gaps in children's
development. The childminder recognises the importance of working with other
professionals, such as health visitors and speech and language therapists, to
support children even further.

B The childminder makes sure that she attends all statutory training, such as
safeguarding and first aid. However, she recognises that she does not focus her
professional development on enhancing the quality of education to an even
higher level.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good knowledge and understanding of how to keep children
safe. She recognises the possible signs of abuse and understands how to report
any concerns. The childminder supervises children well. She completes daily checks
to make sure that her home is safe and secure for children to play and learn in.
The childminder makes sure that children are safe on outings, such younger
children wear backpacks with reins.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m focus professional development opportunities to enhance the quality of
education further.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 313835

Local authority Durham
Inspection humber 10301319

Type of provision Childminder
e e
Day care type Childminder
Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to 11

Total number of places 5

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection 16 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1995 and lives in Ouston, County Durham. She
operates all year round, from 7.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for
family holidays and bank holidays. The childminder holds a childcare qualification at
level 3. She provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Vincent

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the childminder and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

B The childminder showed the inspector around the areas of her home that
children use. She talked about the curriculum, resources and activities that she
provides for children.

B The inspector and the childminder reflected together on children's play during
the inspection.

B The inspector observed children playing indoors and during activities.

W The childminder held a meeting with the inspector. The inspector checked a
range of documentation, including the childminder's qualifications and training
records.

B The inspector took account of the written views of parents.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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