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University Nursery
Loughborough Campus Nursery, Ashby Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire LE11 
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Inspection date: 26 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

All children flourish in this nursery, including those who speak English as an 
additional language. The quality of teaching is exemplary across the whole of the 
staff team. Children of all ages consistently demonstrate very high levels of interest 
and engagement. During an excellent physical activity session, younger children 
become immersed in the activity, showing high levels of enjoyment. Staff skilfully 
tailor the teaching to each child's needs. Children are challenged to move in a 
variety of ways to different types of music. For example, they are supported to turn 
around and maintain their balance. Children watch and then cleverly adapt their 
movements to mirror what staff are doing.

Older children demonstrate an avid interest in learning about bees. Staff provide an 
excellent introduction to the activity, ensuring that children fully understand what 
they are doing. Children recall the life cycle and learn about the anatomy of a bee. 
Staff skilfully reiterate key words, as well as introducing children to new 
vocabulary. Children maintain high levels of focus when they listen to a story. They 
engage in sustained shared thinking as they discuss the meaning of the word 
'fretful' and why the bee was 'angry'.

Staff empower children to self-regulate their behaviour and emotions. Children 
have the confidence and ability to manage situations independently. For example, 
when a child is about to select a toy that someone else is using, the child holds up 
their hand and asks the other child to stop and explains that they are using it. The 
child selects another resource, and they then play together.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The unwavering passion and commitment of the management team influences 
every aspect of the nursery. Managers embrace the values of the university to 
provide a welcoming, respectful, collaborative setting, where they strive to 
achieve the best for every child. The incredibly talented and creative staff team 
introduces inspiring resources to extend children's learning and to align with the 
value of sustainability. Evaluation of practice is carried out with scrupulous 
attention to detail. Similarly, the monitoring of children's development to ensure 
they make the best possible progress is rigorous.

n The management team has extremely high expectations. Staff receive highly 
focused, supportive and meaningful coaching, guidance and training. Due to 
their training in communication and language, staff are highly skilled in 
supporting children to develop their vocabulary, engage in conversations, listen 
and understand instructions. As staff develop their own knowledge and skills, 
they share this with other staff to broaden the range of learning experiences for 
children. For example, a member of staff is developing storytelling to further 
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support children to develop their memories and imaginations.
n The management team has exceptional knowledge of how children learn. Such 

is their expertise and professionalism that they are asked to support and mentor 
staff at other settings, deliver training and contribute to external projects led by 
a range of other professionals. They use these experiences to positively benefit 
children within the nursery. For example, following involvement in a sports 
science project, they have provided useful information to parents about how to 
support children's physical development at home.

n The highly skilled and professional special educational needs coordinator 
(SENCo) is a steadfast champion of children. Her staunch determination that no 
child should be limited in what they can achieve is equalled by her extremely 
effective and well-coordinated strategies of support for children. She maintains 
professional relationships with parents, as well as external agencies, to ensure 
that referrals are completed as quickly as possible. Children make exceptional 
progress from their starting points.

n The curriculum is closely aligned to the needs of children in the nursery. Every 
aspect of the curriculum is underpinned with a well-evidenced rationale of why it 
is a focus. A strong focus is placed on enabling children to self-regulate 
emotions so that they are able to fully engage and become agents of their own 
learning. The manager ensures that there is depth and breadth to the curriculum 
to give children opportunities to engage in a range of inspiring activities, such as 
learning about physics. Parents and carers enthuse about the rich opportunities 
children experience on the university campus, such as the graduation ceremony 
and participating in an event in celebration of International Women's Day. 

n Parents and carers speak very highly of the staff and the positive impact they 
have on children's learning and development. Information sharing is extremely 
successful in guiding parents to support learning at home. Parents and carers 
know the content of the curriculum and are given details of specific activities 
they can do to support and extend this.

n The management team has recently improved the support for children as they 
move through the nursery. Consequently, this aspect of the provision is 
excellent. Parents and carers comment on how effective this is. Careful 
consideration is given to what each individual child needs to help them form 
relationships and feel secure. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team and staff know the children and their families exceptionally 
well. Children's well-being is given a high priority and is regularly assessed. There 
is comprehensive training and guidance for staff to ensure they have a detailed 
knowledge of how to identify and manage concerns about children. Staff have a 
consistently firm understanding of their roles and responsibilities. Careful planning 
ensures that there is a high adult-to-child ratio when children go on outings. The 
highly effective organisation of routines and activities enables continual supervision 
to ensure children's safety.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2573700

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10281477

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 101

Number of children on roll 121

Name of registered person Loughborough University Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2573699

Telephone number 01509 564068

Date of previous inspection 7 February 2023

Information about this early years setting

Loughborough University Nursery re-registered in 2020. It operates within the 
grounds of Loughborough University, Leicestershire. The nursery employs 37 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 25 hold early years qualifications, including 
four early years teachers and one member of staff with early years professional 
status. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round, except for two weeks 
at Christmas and on bank holidays. Sessions are from 7.45am until 6pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Justine Ellaway
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The manager conducted a learning walk with the inspector and discussed the 
early years curriculum, including the aims and rationale.

n The inspector spoke with the manager and other members of the management 
team about the leadership and management of the nursery.

n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to staff during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to parents and carers during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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