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Inspection date: 21 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident and motivated to learn in this warm and happy nursery. 
Staff value each child and have high expectations of them. Children enjoy activities 
and concentrate well. Staff take time to find out about children's interests, as well 
as listening to children's voices, which are reflected in the curriculum. For example, 
older children choose books to enhance their knowledge about caring for the 
environment. Younger children eagerly recall how they made the chalk paint for 
their painting activity. All children develop valuable skills in preparation for school.

The curriculum is varied and interesting. Children gain a good understanding of the 
world. For example, younger children are excited to see the butterflies emerge 
from their cocoons. Children learn about and respect difference. Staff learn other 
languages spoken by the children and encourage them to write letters from their 
home language's alphabet. This supports those children who speak English as an 
additional language to settle and feel part of the nursery. Children act with care 
and caution as they learn to manage risks. For instance, they arrange resources to 
practice climbing, balancing and jumping, with support from staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is passionate about outcomes for all children. She has clear 
intentions for children's development and the learning that staff provide. She is 
committed to practitioners' continuous professional development. She provides 
training opportunities based on practitioners' individual needs and the needs of 
children. However, at times, support staff are unsure of their role when joining 
children's play and learning. This means the good quality teaching is not 
consistent at all times.

n The provision for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is a 
strength of the nursery. The special educational needs coordinator and staff 
team have good knowledge of how to support children's individual needs. She 
works closely with practitioners and other professionals to swiftly close any gaps 
in children's development. Parents are supported in a sensitive manner. They 
are involved in creating individual support plans for their children. Parents are 
kept up to date about their children's ongoing development. Any additional 
funding is spent to ensure that children make the best possible progress.

n Staff support children's language and communication well. Throughout the day, 
staff provide children with regular opportunities to sing songs and read books. 
Babies giggle and copy actions from the core book. Toddlers eagerly express 
themselves as they make choices throughout the day. Pre-school children are 
articulate and are starting to use their memory and recall skills to anticipate the 
events in their favourite stories. For example, children confidently explain what 
an animal sanctuary is.
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n Staff teach children early mathematical language. They model mathematical 
language and extend children's understanding of measuring and number 
recognition. For example, children compare heights as they build towers and fill 
jugs with water halfway. Older children write numbers in chalk that are 
important to them.

n Staff have very high expectations of all children. They reward children's 
exceptional behaviour and achievements with high levels of praise and 
reassurance. This increases children's confidence. Children smile with pride when 
they are praised for working collaboratively and use their negotiating skills as 
they suggest using the sand timer for turn-taking. Staff support younger 
children's emotional literacy.

n Opportunities for physical play are good across the nursery. Children are keen 
and confident as they run, climb, crawl, balance and take risks. They confidently 
organise into teams for a game of football indoors. Staff promote children's good 
health. They offer healthy snacks and remind children to drink plenty of water to 
'rehydrate'.

n Parents are extremely complimentary of the education and care the nursery 
provides. They comment that their children are happy and are greeted by 
friendly staff, and families whose home language is not English praise the effort 
staff go to in learning other languages to greet children in their home language. 
This builds a sense of belonging for the whole family. Parents also say that their 
children's learning is 'evident' through the well-planned curriculum that the 
nursery offers.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated safeguarding lead (DSL) ensures that staff's safeguarding training 
is regularly updated. Staff understand the signs and symptoms that indicate a child 
may be at risk of harm. The DSL maintains a clear process for recording and 
reporting concerns to the appropriate agency. The nursery is secure, and staff 
ensure that both the inside and outdoor areas are risk assessed so that children 
can play safely. This includes detailed risk assessments of the 'secret forest' area 
and pond. Children are well supervised. They learn to keep themselves safe and 
manage appropriate challenges, for example, when using the climbing and 
balancing equipment.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the coaching of support staff to understand their role when joining 
children's self-chosen play to enhance teaching even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 129022

Local authority Lewisham 

Inspection number 10295266

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Goldsmiths' College

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902264

Telephone number 020 7919 7111

Date of previous inspection 12 December 2017

Information about this early years setting

Goldsmiths College Nursery registered in 1991. The nursery is located in New 
Cross, in the university grounds, in the London Borough of Lewisham. The nursery 
is open Monday to Friday, from 8.30am to 5.30pm, for 44 weeks of the year. The 
provider is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early education to children 
aged two, three and four years. There are nine members of staff, including the 
manager, all of whom hold relevant childcare qualifications. The manager holds 
early years professional status, two staff members have a degree in early 
childhood, one holds a foundation degree, four staff hold level 3 qualifications in 
early years and one staff member holds a level 2 qualification in early years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Murphy
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the manager to establish the 
priorities for the curriculum and learning intent.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to staff and observed the interactions between them and 
the children.

n The manager and inspector jointly observed an activity together and evaluated 
the quality of teaching and its impact on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents and the parent representative to gain their views 
and feedback about the nursery.

n The manager held a discussion with the inspector about the leadership and 
management of the nursery.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of Disclosure 
and Barring Service checks and first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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