
Childminder report

Inspection date: 20 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The kind and caring childminder greets children into the setting by giving them a 
hug on arrival. Children wave goodbye to their parents and enter the setting 
excited to play and explore. Their behaviour is very good. Children listen and follow 
simple instructions as they sit down for breakfast. They smile as they learn new 
skills. For example, children learn how to thread buttons onto a straw and how to 
use scissors safely. Children's emotional development is well supported by the 
nurturing childminder.

The childminder supports children to develop their communication and language 
skills well. Children talk to the inspector about their favourite superheroes. They 
recall how one of them lost its voice because it got wet in the snow. Other children 
talk about how the oranges feel 'sticky', 'wet' and 'juicy' as they peel them. 
Children are becoming effective communicators. This supports them with their 
emerging vocabulary.

The childminder knows the children well. She gathers key information about 
children prior to them starting and carries out regular observations of children in 
the setting. The childminder uses this knowledge to adapt her teaching to meet the 
individual needs of all children. For example, children explore with wet, scented 
sand. Some talk about how it feels and changes when they squeeze it. Others use 
weights to explore who has the most sand. As a result, children thrive and make 
good progress from their starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy engaging in back-and-forth conversations as they play. For 
example, they discuss holidays and going on a plane. Children take turns to 
listen to what each other has to say. They are learning to develop their attention 
and listening skills. 

n Children develop their thinking skills as they play. For example, they talk about a 
recent birthday party. Children find pans and cups to make their own pretend 
tea and birthday cake. They identify that the sand has become trapped inside 
one of the toys. Children try different small tools to try and release the sand. 
When they do so, they cheer for each other. Children are becoming critical 
thinkers and developing their problem-solving skills. 

n The childminder has a strong focus on promoting children's physical 
development. They develop balance and coordination as they walk to the local 
woods and take bicycles to the park. Children use pipettes to squeeze paint onto 
paper, and thread beads onto straws. This develops children's finger muscles for 
early writing activities.

n Children enjoy visiting the local library. They recall hearing stories such as 'Hairy 
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Maclary' and 'Room on the Broom'. Children bring activity bags back to the 
setting to help them learn more about their favourite stories. This supports 
children to develop a love of books and reading. 

n Mathematics is a focus of the childminder's daily curriculum. Children count out 
the cups, plates and spoons at breakfast time. They count how many pages they 
have completed in the books they share at home. Children also identify and talk 
about the numbers on the front of the local buses. Children are learning to 
explore numbers and develop their mathematical skills.

n Children understand how to keep themselves and others healthy. They wash 
their hands after blowing their noses or after going to the toilet. Children enjoy 
healthy fruit platters at snack time and they talk about how these make them 
strong. They are developing healthy habits for the future.

n Children learn about the world around them. They look for different leaves 
within the forest and learn the names of them. The childminder supports older 
children to use the internet to learn about other countries. This supports children 
to talk about different lifestyles around the world. However, the curriculum does 
not always support younger children's understanding of similarities and 
differences. Consequently, children are not always learning about the wider 
world around them.

n The childminder has worked hard to develop partnerships with parents. Parents 
complete regular evaluation forms. They praise the childminder for her excellent 
practice. Parents are also asked to share what children's current interests are at 
home. This information helps the childminder create an exciting learning 
environment for all children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good knowledge and understanding of safeguarding 
procedures. She knows what to do if she has a concern about a child and where to 
seek more support if needed. Children's welfare is of a high priority. The premises 
are safe and secure. The childminder ensures that safety checks are also carried 
out on a regular basis. As a result, children are kept safe. The childminder supports 
children to become aware of risks as they play. For example, she demonstrates 
how to pass scissors and use them safely. The childminder also talks to children 
about a risk of slipping when they drop beads on the floor. Children are learning 
how to manage their own risks as they play.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the curriculum further to support younger children's understanding of 
similarities and differences in the wider world around them.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 403510

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10289217

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 9

Total number of places 5

Number of children on roll 0

Date of previous inspection 16 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2001 and lives in Walton-le-Dale. She operates all 
year round from 7.30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, except bank holidays and 
family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate early years qualification at 
level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sharon Walton

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises the 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for the early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed interactions between the childminder and children.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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