
Inspection of Little Owls Nursery 
Burley Park
St Matthias Street, Burley, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS4 2DZ

Inspection date: 20 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled. Staff understand their needs and help them to 
quickly settle and build positive relationships. Children show that they feel safe and 
secure. Staff care for them as they communicate their needs to them and go to 
them for cuddles and reassurance or to read their favourite book.

Children's behaviour is mostly good. Staff communicate their expectations to 
children, such as sitting at the table to eat, and they praise them when they do 
this. When children do struggle to regulate their own emotions and behaviour, staff 
help them to understand how their behaviour might make others feel. In addition, 
children are praised for kindness, honesty, forgiveness, determination and self-
control. This is then displayed on the 'praise board' to celebrate these aspects of 
children's character. This is helping children to prepare for life in modern Britain as 
they get older.

Children demonstrate their physical skills by riding wheeled toys, climbing in and 
out of tyres and running with their friends. Children skilfully hit balls with bats and 
celebrate as they hit the ball as far as they can. They use mats outdoors to practise 
their forward rolls. Staff respond to children's developing interest in dinosaurs to 
further support their physical development. For example, children make dinosaur 
food with cooking utensils and draw dinosaurs with chunky chalks.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers deliver an ambitious curriculum, which builds on what children already 
know and can do. They consider children's backgrounds and their prior 
experiences. For example, managers have recognised that children do not have 
many opportunities for outdoor play in their homes. They understand that this 
means children have limited opportunities to develop their physical skills. 
Managers ensure that they tailor the curriculum to reduce any gaps in learning.

n Staff model new vocabulary to support children's language and communication 
development. They comment on what children are doing as they play and 
introduce new words, such as 'giraffe', 'elephant' and 'snake', as they share 
books with children. Skilled bilingual staff support children who speak English as 
an additional language to make progress alongside their peers. 

n During targeted group activities, staff use peg boards to demonstrate patterns 
and sequencing. Children then have a go at making their own sequences of 
colour. However, during child-led play, staff do not consistently identify 
opportunities to start to teach children mathematical language. For example, as 
children pour water from one container to another, staff do not engage with 
children to teach them concepts such as 'full' or 'empty'. This occasionally limits 
children's early understanding of simple mathematical concepts.

Inspection report: Little Owls Nursery Burley Park
20 July 2023 2



n The majority of staff ask children open-ended questions to support children to 
problem-solve and use their critical-thinking skills. For example, staff ask 
children what resources they might need to complete their models. They make 
statements such as 'I wonder' and 'what if' to help children think and test out 
their ideas.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and its staff team. They chose the nursery 
because of its good reputation in the local area. They describe the skills that 
their children have developed while at the nursery, such as increased vocabulary 
and developing an interest in books and stories. They comment that 
communication is good and that staff support them in all aspects of their lives 
when they need extra support.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are very well 
supported to make continuous progress. Staff know them well and provide 
targeted interventions to support their ongoing development. They benefit from 
small-group sessions, where they learn how to follow routines and instructions. 

n Managers support staff's health and well-being. They use supervision sessions 
and observations of staff to identify weaknesses and gaps in children's learning, 
identifying training to support this. However, managers are yet to ensure that 
these performance management processes are fully embedded. At present, 
some inconsistencies in staff's teaching skills across the curriculum remain. This 
prevents children from making even better progress. 

n Children in receipt of early years pupil premium funding benefit from a wide 
range of additional experiences, which positively impacts on their development. 
For example, children visit outdoor centres and enjoy creative and investigative 
activities, which supports them to understand the wider world. This ensures that 
these children do not fall behind their peers.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding arrangements are robust. Managers and staff have a good 
understanding of safeguarding issues that may affect the local area. Staff are 
vigilant and can identify the signs that a child may be suffering from harm or 
abuse. They act quickly and report concerns in line with the local safeguarding 
procedures. This ensures that children are protected from harm and receive swift 
support. Managers share learning from reviews of risk assessment and ensure any 
changes that are needed to keep children safe are quickly completed. Managers 
and staff all understand their responsibilities to act upon any allegations against 
staff so that appropriate action is taken.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n develop staff confidence to teach children early mathematical concepts during 
child-led play 

n strengthen existing performance management processes to ensure that teaching 
is of a consistently high quality for all children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 512420

Local authority Leeds 

Inspection number 10301822

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 84

Number of children on roll 78

Name of registered person Leeds City Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900804

Telephone number 0113 275 5044

Date of previous inspection 4 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Little Owls Nursery Burley Park registered in 2006. The nursery employs 16 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 14 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3 or above, including four members of staff with qualifications at level 6. 
The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, for 51 weeks of the year, except for 
bank holidays and occasional training days. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Aimee Hill
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The provider joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
provider.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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