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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enjoy their time in this setting. They come in happily and are keen to join 
in with games and activities with their friends. Children who are new to the club 
are shown where to put their belongings and are introduced to other children. 
Children are involved in planning, which means resources reflect their interests. For 
instance, they enjoy making up stories using their favourite characters from 
television programmes.

Children have secure attachments with the adults who work in the club. They seek 
them out for reassurance and staff are always on hand to help the youngest 
children. Children behave well. Any unwanted behaviour is quickly addressed by 
staff, who calmly remind children of the rules. Children begin to manage their own 
behaviour and understand the impact their behaviour might have on others. Older 
children are very supportive of younger children. They are kind, include them in 
play and help them with everyday routines.

Children are kept busy during their time in the club. Enthusiastic staff engage them 
in lively team games, such as Dodgeball. They learn to listen carefully, follow 
instructions and be resilient when it is their turn to be 'out'. Children who do not 
want to participate enjoy quieter activities together, such as pretending to repair 
toy vehicles.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has taken steps to improve the policy and procedures for safer 
recruitment of staff. She understands the importance of completing rigorous 
background checks to make sure that staff are suitable to work with children. 
The provider has improved her understanding of her role and responsibilities as 
the nominated individual of the club, and as the designated lead for 
safeguarding. She has also implemented a programme of supervision meetings 
and appraisals for staff to evaluate their practice and check their ongoing 
suitability. 

n Staff have successful arrangements for sharing information with schools that 
children attend. This shared approach between club staff and teachers supports 
continuity in children's learning and development. For example, staff help 
children with early reading and writing. They play games such as Bingo and use 
pretend money during role play to help children to develop their mathematical 
skills. Teachers share information with staff to ensure children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities have the support they need during their 
time in the club. 

n Parents value the care that the club provides. They say that staff help children 
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who have difficulty managing and communicating their feelings. They say 
children have very good relationships with staff and are happy to be in the club. 
Communication between staff and parents is effective. Parents have a good 
understanding of the activities on offer, and how these support children's 
learning in school.

n During school holidays, children benefit from activities off the premises and visits 
to places of interest. Children are excited to be using the bus to go on a trip to 
the roller disco and to visit the local animal petting farm. They benefit from 
outdoor play in the fresh air in the grounds of the club. Staff organise team 
games that provide children with exercise. They make sure that children drink 
plenty of water to keep them hydrated. These activities promote children's good 
health and their understanding of their wider community. 

n Staff engage in children's play and help them use their imagination. For 
instance, children pretend to be mechanics as they repair and fix toy cars. Staff 
ask them questions to prompt them to think and come up with ideas. For 
example, staff say, 'How much will it be to fix my car?' and 'What do you think is 
wrong with it?'. Children think about their answers. They tell staff the cost and 
that the brakes need fixing. 

n Staff promote good hygiene with children. They remind children to wash their 
hands before eating food. They provide children with a healthy range of food 
options for breakfast and snacks. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and staff are confident in recognising the signs of abuse or neglect. 
They have a secure understanding of child protection issues, such as children who 
might be at risk from county lines gangs, or from being groomed online. Staff know 
the procedures to follow should they have concerns about a child's welfare or 
about an adult. Staff help children to understand how to keep themselves safe. For 
example, they teach them about road safety during walks to and from school. The 
provider does not allow mobile phones to be used within the club and there are 
strict policies in place for the use of games consoles.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY266155

Local authority Calderdale 

Inspection number 10287273

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 145

Name of registered person Locality Support Services LTD Trading as 
Shelf out of School Club

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521481

Telephone number 07910018735

Date of previous inspection 7 February 2023

Information about this early years setting

Shelf out of school club LTD registered in 2003 and operates from within the Youth 
and Community Centre in Shelf, on the outskirts of Halifax. The club employs three 
members of childcare staff. Of these, one member of staff holds appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3. The club opens from Monday to Friday; term time 
sessions are from 7am until 9am and 2.45pm until 6pm. The club also operates 
during school holidays, from 7am until 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Nicola Dickinson
Aimee Hill
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n Children spoke to the inspectors about activities they enjoy when they attend 
the setting.

n The inspectors considered parents' feedback and discussed working with 
different families with the nominated individual.

n The inspectors carried out a joint evaluation of an activity with the nominated 
individual.

n The inspectors observed staff practice and held discussions with staff members 
about the work that they do.

n The nominated individual and the inspectors completed a learning walk together. 
They discussed how the provider organised different activities to support 
children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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