
Inspection of Puddle - Ducks Nursery
95 Lacy Road, London SW15 1NR

Inspection date: 22 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and families are warmly welcomed into the nursery by the friendly staff 
team. Children are keen and excited to start their learning. Parents discuss their 
child with the key person daily. This supports children's social and emotional well-
being. Staff make their expectations clear. This helps children to behave well and 
be respectful to one another. Children develop good social skills and enjoy playing 
cooperatively together. For example, they smile and laugh while taking turns 
mixing magnetic letters into a bowl of pasta. Children learn new skills and 
knowledge due to staff building on what children can already do. They remain well 
engaged in meaningful learning throughout the day.

Staff read to children in ways that excite them. Children develop an interest in 
books and stories that focus on repetitive language. Staff are kind and caring 
practitioners. For example, they ask children, 'Can I wipe your nose, or would you 
like to do it?' before wiping children's noses. Children enjoy telling adults what they 
are interested in and which activities they enjoy. For example, older children said, 
'We like painting boxes with paintbrushes.' Children benefit from consistently good 
teaching methods, such as adults modelling, commenting and explaining ideas to 
children, across the whole nursery. Children also learn skills that support their 
independence. For example, they pour their own drinks, cut their own fruit and 
serve their own lunch. Children enjoy daily outings into the local community. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager implements an ambitious and well-sequenced curriculum alongside 
her staff team. Staff in each room talk confidently about the skills and 
knowledge they are teaching children. Leaders monitor the curriculum impact 
through regular observations in each room and provide effective feedback to 
staff. Staff know their key children well and confidently talk about children's 
development. They regularly observe and plan appropriate next steps in 
children's learning. 

n Staff join children during free-flow activities. They sometimes name and label 
simple key words for children. Some staff ask questions to children as they play 
to assess their knowledge. However, not all staff consistently use effective 
strategies to support children to extend their vocabulary skills even further. 

n Parents report their happiness with the overall communication they receive from 
the nursery staff. They feel well informed about progress their children are 
making and know how to support them at home. Parents are pleased that their 
child's key person is available daily to discuss their child. Parents also say they 
bring children to this nursery due to past positive experiences with siblings who 
also attended the nursery. 

n Children remain engaged in activities for long periods of time. This is supported 
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by a well-organised environment that children are curious to explore. The 
nursery has consistent routines in place throughout the day. However, when 
children move between free-flow play, daily outings and lunchtimes, this is not 
always effective for them. At these times, children were uncertain about what 
happens next. 

n Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. They model the kind and 
caring interactions they expect from children. This helps children to develop 
good social skills. Staff use effective strategies to support children's emotions 
when they become upset during a turn-taking activity. 

n Children are offered healthy and nutritious meals. The nursery encourages 
school readiness by providing opportunities for children to do things for 
themselves. This includes cutting and scooping their food. This helps them to 
develop strong fine motor control. The nursery also promotes oral health 
through planned activities which allow children to explore toothbrushes and 
teeth. 

n Leaders support staff well-being effectively by celebrating the staff's 
achievements. They are reflective in their assessment of the nursery. They 
ensure each room has a clear development plan in place. Leaders assist this by 
monitoring practice and providing excellent supervision to staff which addresses 
any areas for improvement and appropriate training opportunities. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders implement effective safeguarding policies in line with local safeguarding 
procedures. Staff can confidently describe the signs and symptoms of abuse. They 
are confident to follow the nursery's procedures for reporting concerns about 
children to the safeguarding lead. Staff are confident in reporting allegations to the 
relevant designated officer in the local authority. The manager is knowledgeable 
about how to protect children and support their families. Staff receive successful 
inductions, which prepares them for their role working with children. All staff take 
part in regular safeguarding training. Leaders check staff's understanding of 
safeguarding procedures and ensure their suitability to work with children through 
effective supervision of staff. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve staff interaction skills and teach children new vocabulary, to further 
extend their communication skills

n develop clear plans to support children moving between activities to further 
support them to understand what will happen next.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2639468

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10295725

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 48

Name of registered person Bright Stars Nurseries UK Limited 

Registered person unique 
reference number RP558337

Telephone number 02087894500

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Puddle – Ducks Nursery registered in June 2021. It is based in Putney in the 
London Borough of Wandsworth. The nursery is open from 7.30am to 6.30pm. The 
nursery receives funding for free early years education for children aged three and 
four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gary Pickett
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The inspector held discussions with children, staff and parents at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk around the whole nursery 
and a joint observation to assess the quality of education and understand how 
the early years provision and the curriculum are organised.

n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation. This included staff 
suitability checks and paediatric first-aid certificates.

n The inspector observed interactions between the staff and children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: Puddle - Ducks Nursery
22 June 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

