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Inspection date: 18 July 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enjoy their time at the club. They arrive happily and are eager to explore 
the engaging activities. The session is well organised. Children feel safe in this 
familiar environment and have close relationships with staff. Staff encourage 
children to socialise with their friends and to be creative as they play. For example, 
children share ideas as they thoroughly enjoy craft activities. They build complex 
structures with the construction toys and talk to staff about their creations.

Staff support children to explore the outdoors and exercise in the fresh air. For 
example, children blow bubbles and staff encourage them to move around to 
stamp on the bubbles that land on the wet ground. Staff adapt activities well to 
include everyone. They recognise that some children prefer a quieter time after 
school, such as exploring sensory toys and sharing books in a quiet area.

Children behave well. Staff encourage them to listen to instructions during play. For 
example, staff show children recipe cards to make play dough. Children listen to 
staff as they explain how to measure out cups of flour and add water to make their 
dough. Staff encourage children to feel the textures of the flour and explain how 
soft it feels.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff focus on children's mental health well-being and encourage children to talk 
about their feelings. Staff listen carefully to children's ideas and include them in 
the planning and choice of activities. As a result, children thrive at the club and 
are extremely motivated to explore and engage in their play. Staff explain to 
children at the beginning of the session about the wide range of activities on 
offer. Children listen enthusiastically and are eager to join in. 

n Staff clearly explain to children their expectations and, as a result, children 
behave well. For example, children listen to staff's instructions to sit on the mat 
and choose a book to look at. Staff compliment children on their beautiful sitting 
as they answer their names from the register. Children listen carefully as staff 
ask them to put their books away before they go to play.

n Staff encourage children to explore their ideas and imagination as they play 
cooperatively in a small group. For example, staff support children to write out a 
menu on a clip board, as children pretend to make a Sunday lunch. Staff 
encourage children to decide who is going to be a waiter and who is going to be 
the chef. Children safely use knives to cut up vegetables, peel sweetcorn, and 
add their ingredients to a bowl for the chef to prepare in the pretend oven.

n Staff support children to learn to be independent. For example, children operate 
a tap to pour a drink from the water container. They serve themselves a snack 
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of blueberries, oranges, tortilla chips and bread rolls. Children wash up their 
plates in the sink after they have finished and place them on the draining board 
to dry. 

n Staff encourage children to think about how things grow, as part of learning 
about a healthy lifestyle. Staff have back-and-forth conversations with children 
about growing raspberries in the garden. They discuss how slugs and snails 
come out at night to eat the plants, and about how the plants need lots of water 
to help them grow. 

n The senior leadership team support the manager well to ensure the smooth 
running of the club. There are effective systems in place to ensure that the 
manager and staff benefit from regular training to help increase their skills. 
Leaders have regular meetings to discuss ways to improve practice even further. 
Leaders work closely with the on-site school to help provide a consistent 
approach for children who may need extra help.

n Parents state that they are happy and that their children do not want to leave at 
the end of the session. They speak of the good communication from the staff 
and that the play includes children's individual interests and needs. Staff provide 
families with ideas to take home, such as craft packs and play dough.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are aware of their obligations to keep children safe. They can identify signs 
and symptoms of abuse and know what to do if they are concerned about a child's 
welfare. Staff know how to report a concern about an adult working with children. 
Staff attend child protection training to keep their knowledge up to date. They are 
aware of safeguarding issues, such as county lines and online safety. Staff are 
vigilant to the security of the premises and procedures are in place to ensure that 
children are only collected by authorised persons. Staff ensure that children are 
safely supervised throughout their time at the club.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2629794

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10285306

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 8

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 90

Name of registered person The Lime Trees Group CIC

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532825

Telephone number 07766773723

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Lime Trees at Ernehale Infant School registered in 2021. It operates from 
premises within the grounds of Ernehale Infant School, Arnold, Nottingham. The 
club employs three members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate 
qualifications at level 3. The club opens from Monday to Friday. Sessions are from 
7.30am until 8.50am and from 3.25pm until 6pm during term time and from 
7.30am until 6pm during school holidays. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Caroline Winterton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 
the club.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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