
Inspection of Villas Day Nursery
78a Brondesbury Villas, London NW6 6AD

Inspection date: 13 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff greet children and parents warmly on arrival. This supports children to feel 
safe and secure. Children enter the nursery happily, with big smiles on their faces. 
They demonstrate that they thoroughly enjoy their time at the nursery. Children 
show their independence as they hang up their coats and find their names for the 
registration board. Children initiate their own play and are interested to play with a 
wide range of resources, which are easily accessible. For example, they explore 
with construction toys to create designs and bring their ideas to life. Despite facing 
some challenges, children persevere with their play, and they proudly show staff 
what they have built. This helps to build children's confidence, resilience and self-
esteem.

Children's behaviour is good. They have lovely manners, and when they forget to 
use them, staff kindly remind them. They are kind and considerate to each other 
and know how to share resources appropriately. For example, when using the bat 
and ball in the garden, children pass them around so others can take turns. 
Children's physical development is well supported. They enjoy playing in the 
outside area, running, riding the wheeled toys and balancing carefully on the 
equipment. For example, staff encourage young children to walk across wooden 
planks and crates. Children relish the praise given by staff for their achievements. 
Children develop a good sense of their own safety.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are positive role models for children. They show interest in what children 
choose to do, respond to their emotional needs and get fully involved in their 
play. Children are seen running to members of staff for a friendly hug.

n Staff support children's mathematical development effectively. For instance, they 
encourage children to count objects as they play and point out different sizes 
and shapes in the environment. Staff sing number songs and rhymes to children. 
Children count securely and have a good understanding of shape and size.

n Celebrating the vast diversity of children lies at the heart of this nursery. Staff 
invite parents to share cultural traditions with children. Different nationalities are 
well represented through the choice of resources provided throughout the whole 
nursery. Children engage in a variety of learning experiences to develop their 
understanding of different cultural festivals. This helps them to understand what 
makes themselves and their friends unique.

n Staff know the children they look after well. They assess their development and 
know what they want the children to learn next. The curriculum reflects this and 
takes account of children's current interests. However, sometimes, staff miss 
opportunities to challenge children to extend their learning and ensure the 
ambitions of the curriculum are met. 
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n Staff support children's developing communication and language skills at every 
opportunity. They speak clearly and model good language. Children smile with 
delight as staff read them their favourite stories. Staff's enthusiasm and use of 
intonation really capture the children's attention. Children listen carefully and 
join in enthusiastically, finishing the sentences on each page. However, 
occasionally, when staff ask questions, they move on too quickly, asking further 
questions before children can consider what they want to say in response.

n There is a strong team spirit at the nursery. The staff team is qualified and 
experienced. The manager provides individual supervision meetings for staff to 
discuss their work and the children they care for. Staff have access to ongoing 
professional development. This helps to support their practice and children's 
learning needs. Staff say that they feel confident to approach the manager and 
feel that she values their mental health and well-being.

n The manager works with other professionals well. This ensures that children 
with identified delays in their learning receive support swiftly. Key persons 
implement strategies to ensure that children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities reach their full potential in the setting. Children receive the 
support they need to make good progress.

n The manager and staff build strong partnerships with parents from the outset. 
They offer new parents the opportunity to attend sessions to settle their children 
in. Parents receive regular updates on their children's progress. Parents speak 
highly of the nursery. They say that the manager and staff are very supportive, 
warm and approachable. They help them to understand how they can extend 
their children's learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff are knowledgeable about child protection issues and have a 
secure understanding of the correct procedure to follow if they have concerns 
about a child. They have a good understanding of wider safeguarding issues. Staff 
know how to whistle-blow and report concerns regarding staff to the relevant 
agencies. Staff are vigilant and carry out ongoing risk assessments to ensure risks 
to children are minimised and children's safety is fully promoted. They are well 
deployed and supervise children at all times. The manager follows robust 
procedures for safe recruitment, induction, and supervision to ensure staff are 
suitable to work with children. She monitors children's attendance consistently well. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure the ambitions of the curriculum are met by providing children with more 
challenge to extend their learning to the highest levels 
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n build on staff's questioning techniques to allow children time to think and 
respond, helping them to express their own ideas.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 137856

Local authority Brent

Inspection number 10279896

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 15

Number of children on roll 13

Name of registered person Newman, Nadine Susan

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904424

Telephone number 020 7624 2130

Date of previous inspection 29 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

Villas Day Nursery registered in 1992. The nursery is open each weekday, from 
9am to 3pm, during term time only. The nursery employs three members of staff. 
Of these, two staff hold relevant early years qualifications at level 3. The manager 
holds a relevant level 5 qualification. The nursery receives funding for the provision 
of free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Laxmi Patel
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector completed a learning walk and a joint observation with the 
manager to discuss the intent of the activities and how staff plan the learning 
spaces. 

n The inspector observed how staff support children during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on their learning.

n The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including staff's suitability 
checks, the complaints record and the accidents records.

n The inspector spoke with parents, managers, staff and children during the 
inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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