
Inspection of Toybox Pre School at 
Brighton Women's Centre
22 Richmond Place, Brighton BN2 9NA

Inspection date: 12 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thoroughly enjoy attending this highly inclusive and nurturing pre-school. 
Staff know children extremely well and superbly plan a varied, well-thought-out 
and flexible curriculum. They reflect daily on their teaching and are highly effective 
in continually building on what children know and can do. For instance, staff 
expertly use every opportunity to build on children's language and communication, 
including children who speak English as an additional language. During a dough 
activity, staff skilfully introduce new words and show children the actions of 
'squash' and 'squeeze'. They talk seamlessly to children about the sounds that 
these words make. This supports early language development extremely well. 

Staff expertly extend children's language further during their play. For instance, 
when children are deeply involved in highly imaginative dinosaur play, staff 
introduce new words, such as 'evacuate', and explain their meaning. Staff's superb 
interactions with children help them to make rapid progress in their communication 
and social skills.   

Staff are highly enthusiastic about their work, and the children are their priority. 
They are excellent role models and teach children to be kind and respectful to 
others. All children, including children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) and those who receive additional funding, make excellent 
progress in their learning and development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's voices and well-being are at the heart of this pre-school. They are 
highly valued, respected and strongly supported by nurturing practitioners. For 
instance, children regularly vote for activities to participate in and stories to be 
read. The experienced staff skilfully include the children's interests and individual 
learning needs when planning the curriculum. As a result, children are confident 
to share their own thoughts and ideas. They eagerly take part in dance and 
movement, yoga and a wide range of creative activities.

n Staff expertly use the local environment to enable children to have rich, varied 
and imaginative experiences. For example, children relish going on adventures 
to local parks, museums, aquariums, art exhibitions and the beach. Children 
demonstrate that they know what to do in preparation for the outings to keep 
themselves safe. They join in early mathematical activities, such as counting 
each other. Children remind the inspector to take her water bottle to help stay 
refreshed.

n Staff plan an abundance of educational learning opportunities for the children, 
which they know they will enjoy. Consequently, children have impressive 
attitudes to their learning. For example, they thoroughly enjoy working together 
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to create a map of what they have seen on a recent outing. They concentrate 
for sustained periods of time, confidently using a wide variety of felt-tip pens 
and pencils. Staff recognise and praise their contributions exceptionally quickly. 
As a result, children remain highly motivated and develop a strong sense of self-
esteem.

n Children's health is significantly enhanced through a range of stimulating and 
innovative ideas. For example, staff introduced 'food adventures' to children. 
Staff make this time an exciting journey for children. Together, they have great 
fun making fruit kebabs, smoothies, lollies and cakes with vegetables such as 
carrots and courgettes. Consequently, children's knowledge of healthy eating is 
enhanced. In addition, children always take home a food item they have made 
along with the recipe for parents to use at home.  

n Children with SEND are extremely well supported. They are fully included, and 
teaching is adapted as necessary. Staff continually ensure that families are 
superbly supported, and a close partnership with other professionals contributes 
to this. 

n Parents speak highly of the team. They say that their children would love to 
attend at weekends and during holiday times. Parents enthusiastically comment 
about the invaluable support that the manager and her staff provide. They say 
that they would be lost without them and that they are like family.  

n The inspirational manager and staff go over and above for children and families. 
The provider gives high priority to staff's well-being. Leaders monitor, review 
and continually improve the ongoing quality of the provision. Their excellent 
oversight of the pre-school and continuous training have ensured that the high 
standards continually rise.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is robust, and highly effective procedures are in place. Staff have an 
excellent understanding of a broad range of child protection issues. They have 
extensive training opportunities to support children and their families and to learn 
about local issues. Children's well-being and safety are the staff's utmost priority at 
all times. They provide extra support to families as and when is necessary and 
work closely with safeguarding and health agencies. Children know how to keep 
themselves safe and are encouraged to take risks in their play. They beam with 
delight when they reach the top of the climbing apparatus in the park.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY466433

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10285388

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 4

Total number of places 10

Number of children on roll 9

Name of registered person Brighton Women's Centre

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517656

Telephone number 01273698036

Date of previous inspection 4 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Toybox Pre School at Brighton Women's Centre registered in 2013 and is run by 
Brighton Women's Centre in Brighton, Sussex. It is open on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 9am to 2pm, term time only. They also offer a crèche service 
on these days. The pre-school employs three members of staff. They all hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The manager holds a level 6 
qualification in early years education. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Maura Pigram
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the manager. The inspector 
assessed the impact of the quality of staff interactions and the play opportunities 
they provide to children.

n At convenient times during the inspection, the inspector spoke to the manager, 
staff and the children and took these discussions into consideration. 

n The inspector observed children's interactions with staff and monitored their 
engagement in a range of play activities, indoors and outside.

n The inspector joined the staff and children on an outing to the park. She 
considered the safety measures taken and the activities the children took part in. 

n Discussions were held with the provider and staff. They discussed how they 
organise and evaluate their provision.

n The inspector spoke to several parents and took account of their views. 
n The inspector checked evidence of the suitability of staff and sampled a range of 

documentation, such as safeguarding arrangements and first-aid certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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