
Inspection of Rusper Playgroup
Rusper Village Hall, Rusper, HORSHAM, West Sussex RH12 4PZ

Inspection date: 12 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and eager. They settle quickly to start their day at the 
playgroup. They are confident as they seek out their friends to discuss their play 
ideas and negotiate what they want to do. Staff know their key children very well 
and use this knowledge to plan experiences and activities to support their learning 
and development. 

Children demonstrate positive attitudes to learning and engage independently in 
self-chosen challenges. For example, children select from a variety of small tools to 
work out how to insert different-sized nuts and bolts to fix a toy wooden bus. They 
talk to their friends to identify the correct tools for the task and, with precision, 
they show good fine motor skills to achieve what they set out to do. 

Children use good levels of language to share their ideas and use recall to talk 
about what they are currently learning. For instance, they explain that they are 
learning about their feelings. Staff support children to use descriptive language to 
provide examples of what makes them feel happy, calm, cross and scared. Children 
are making connections in their learning and provide examples of what they can do 
to help themselves when they are feeling a certain way. One child commented, 'If I 
am hot and stressed, I need to drink water and have a rest.' This demonstrates 
that children are learning how to take care of their own well-being.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff are reflective practitioners. They recognise the lasting 
impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has on children's learning and development. 
They use this knowledge to plan a curriculum that prioritises what children need 
to learn. The manager and staff use story times to expose children to new 
language, as well as to explore concepts around 'feelings' to help build children's 
emotional resilience. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive 
precise, targeted intervention. The manager ensures inclusion funding provides 
additional support to implement strategies to help  children with SEND make 
good progress. Furthermore, staff receive additional training to help improve 
their knowledge of SEND, which has a positive impact on their practice to benefit 
children.  

n Staff make good use of the play spaces available to children. They set up a large 
hall with a variety of play equipment and activities that promote children's 
physical skills. This allows children to practise moving their bodies in different 
ways, developing their dexterity and spatial awareness. However, the most able 
children demonstrate they have mastered skills with ease. Occasionally, staff do 
not take the opportunity to  challenge the most able children to the highest level 
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and build on their learning to raise their achievements even further. Despite this, 
all children show they are making good progress in this area of learning.

n Children show good behaviour and have positive relationships with their friends. 
Minor altercations between children are managed swiftly by staff, although they 
have yet to teach children fully how to resolve issues independently. Despite 
this, children demonstrate kindness and care to one another. For instance, when 
children ride too fast on a tandem trike causing a child to fall, they check to see 
if their friend is hurt and offer to help them up. Children are starting to learn 
about empathy and the impact their actions have on themselves and others.  

n Staff provide opportunities to engage children with the local community. This 
helps children learn about life beyond the playgroup. For example, local 
firefighters and the police visit the playgroup to talk to children about how they 
keep people safe. This clearly has a strong impact on children, as following this 
visit, they pretend to be firefighters in their play. They comment that 'if there is 
danger, they call 999'.

n Staff work in partnership with parents whose children speak English as an 
additional language. Staff ensure children settle into the playgroup by having 
recorded messages to listen to in their home language. However, they have yet 
to fully explore how they reduce the barriers to communication so that children 
can build on their language skills effectively. Despite this, children are happy, 
engage well and seek other ways to express themselves.

n Parents' feedback highlights the positive impact the playgroup has on their 
children's learning and development. They comment how their children's 
confidence and social skills have increased through the support and 
encouragement of the manager and staff team. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff receive training to safeguard children. They understand a wide range of 
signs and symptoms that may indicate children are at risk of harm. The manager 
and staff know how to report any concerns they may have about a child to 
agencies with statutory responsibilities. Furthermore, the designated safeguarding 
lead understands the process to follow if an allegation is made against an individual 
who works with children. The premises are risk assessed daily to ensure they are 
safe, secure and suitable for children to play and explore.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider ways to further the good learning opportunities that support the most 
able children to reach their highest potential 

n provide children who speak English as an additional language with even more 
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opportunities to be able to communicate their wants and needs to fully support 
their emerging speech and language skills

n provide children with the skills to resolve minor altercations between friends 
independently.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 113686

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10284803

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Rusper Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905964

Telephone number 07745 462 051

Date of previous inspection 14 March 2023

Information about this early years setting

Rusper Playgroup registered in 1992. It operates from the village hall in Rusper, 
West Sussex. The playgroup is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 3.15pm, during 
term time only. The provider employs five members of staff, two of whom hold a 
level 3 qualification. The playgroup receives funding for the provision of free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sherrie Nyss
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the manager to establish the 
priorities for the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and daily 
routines to assess the impact it has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at suitable times during the 
inspection.

n A joint observation was completed and discussed with the manager.
n The inspector tracked children to establish what it is like for a child at the 

playgroup.
n The inspector held a discussion with leaders and the manager in relation to the 

leadership and management of the playgroup.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of suitability 

and vetting checks, first-aid certificates and staff personnel files.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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