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Inspection date: 10 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children develop into confident and independent individuals at this well-run setting. 
Staff plan a broad and balanced curriculum based on children's interests and 
individual learning needs. They provide engaging activities and many opportunities 
for children to build on their previous knowledge and practise their skills. For 
example, children role play caring for babies. They decide to take them on a trip to 
the park. After discussing what they need to take with them, they pack a bag with 
bottles, a change of clothes and spare nappies. They practise putting on the 
nappies and baby clothes.

Staff ensure that children fully understand the expectations for their behaviour. 
They regularly praise good behaviour, explaining how important it is to share and 
take turns when playing with others. Children's independence skills are well 
supported. For example, they self-register when they arrive and put their own 
photo on a board to show they have had their morning snack. 

Staff know all of the children very well. They observe them regularly, using the 
information they gather to plan activities that support children's further 
development and address any gaps in their learning. When parents first register, 
staff encourage them to provide detailed information about their children's interests 
and care needs. This helps staff to plan individual settling-in programmes to ensure 
a smooth transition from home. Children settle quickly.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parental support is a strong feature of the setting. Families facing difficulties are 
signposted to other agencies who can help and the manager makes herself 
readily available to discuss any issues. This has a positive impact on children's 
well-being.

n The manager discusses her intent for the curriculum, highlighting the gaps staff 
have identified in children's development as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Staff have put support in place to address weaknesses in children's personal and 
social development. As a result, all children are now making good progress in 
this area.

n All staff are very experienced and generally know how young children learn best. 
The manager organises regular training to ensure staff's skills and knowledge 
are kept up to date. She understands the importance of strengthening staff 
skills, so works with them every day, modelling good practice and monitoring 
standards. 

n Staff are kind and nurturing. Most places are funded and a significant number of 
children come from vulnerable families. Staff always take account of this when 
interacting with children, adapting their support and guidance to take account of 
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their specific emotional needs.
n Generally, staff support children's learning well. They plan a range of targeted 

adult-led activities and understand how to support children's independent play. 
However, sometimes, staff do not seize opportunities to extend children's play 
and deepen their thinking. Therefore, some children do not always make as 
much progress as they could.

n Children's communication and language development are a focus. Children enjoy 
reading and listening to stories throughout the day. Staff offer children a wide 
range of mark-making activities to support their early writing skills. However, on 
occasions, some staff do not support children's communication skills as 
effectively. They do not always use questioning well to generate discussion 
and/or encourage children to 'use their own words'.

n Staff place a great emphasis on healthy living and physical exercise. All children 
take part in a timetabled physical activity session every day. They play 
basketball, practise their bat and ball skills and spin a hoop round their body. 
They are well supported by staff who model for them, helping children to refine 
their skills.

n Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is good. 
The manager works closely with external agencies to make sure that individual 
needs are identified early and targeted support plans are swiftly put in place. 
She provides ongoing support for parents, making sure that they understand 
their children's needs and how to support their development at home.

n Children across the setting are very focused when learning and demonstrate 
good concentration skills. They stay at activities for long periods of time, 
exploring resources and extending their own play.

n Parents are extremely positive about the setting and the care and attention their 
children receive from staff. They highlight how much progress their children 
have made over time. Parents appreciate the information they regularly receive 
about their children's progress and the ideas for how to support their learning at 
home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and her staff have a good understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities to keep children safe. There are secure recruitment and vetting 
systems in place, ensuring that all staff are suitable to work with children. Staff 
receive regular safeguarding training. They know most of the signs that could 
indicate a child is at risk of harm. Managers and staff understand the correct 
procedures to follow if they have concerns, including when whistle-blowing. Staff 
encourage children to manage their own risks and teach them how to keep 
themselves safe. Staff complete daily risk assessments of the inside and outside 
play spaces to identify any hazards.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen some staff's teaching skills, so that they understand how to extend 
children's learning more effectively

n develop staff's communication and language teaching further, to provide 
children with increased opportunities to talk and practise their spoken English 
skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 137331

Local authority Bromley

Inspection number 10285407

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person Penge Community Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910054

Telephone number 020 8289 6771

Date of previous inspection 5 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Penge Community Pre-School registered in 1994. It is run by a voluntary 
management committee and is located in Penge, in the London Borough of 
Bromley. The pre-school is open each weekday from 9.15am to 4pm, during term 
time. There is a lunch club provided between sessions. The pre-school receives 
funding to provide early education for children aged two, three and four years. 
There are six members of staff. Of these, five staff hold appropriate early years 
qualifications ranging from level 2 to level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Paul Church
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with staff 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the setting and discussed the early years curriculum offered.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact on children's learning and development.

n The inspector talked to staff and parents at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views.

n The manager and the inspector discussed the leadership and management of 
the setting.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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