
Inspection of Kiddiwinks Pre-School
Paxcroft Primary School, Ashton Street, TROWBRIDGE, Wiltshire BA14 7EB

Inspection date: 6 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Warm and friendly staff welcome the children into this nurturing pre-school. The 
children enter with confidence and immediately begin to play in the well-prepared 
environment. They seek out their friends and quickly become engaged in a variety 
of planned activities. Staff prioritise building strong relationships with the children 
and their families. Children feel safe and secure in their care. 

The staff have clear intentions for children's learning. They focus on preparing the 
children for their next stage in life. Children show they can do things for 
themselves. They choose what they want from the snack bar. The children count 
out their apple slices and cheese cubes. They pour their drinks and place their 
empty bowls in the sink. The children learn about making healthy choices and how 
to keep their bodies healthy. They understand the importance of washing their 
hands and brushing their teeth. 

The children spend a large amount of time outdoors where they learn about nature 
and participate in physical play. For example, they participate in a morning wake-
up song. Children follow the staff's instructions as they do stretching exercises and 
move their bodies. The children notice the change in their heart rate. They discuss 
how exercise is good for them and how it makes them strong and happy. Children 
develop a positive attitude towards managing their health and well-being. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and her team have created a curriculum that uses a blend of child-
led play and adult-led activities. They plan activities based on the children's 
interests and their next stages of learning. Staff use themes such as seasons or 
events to introduce new learning. They interact with the children during their 
play to extend their knowledge further. Children make clear progress from their 
starting points across all seven areas of learning. For example, they harvest 
some potatoes they have grown. Children notice the white roots in the soil. Staff 
discuss how the roots suck up the water and food from the compost, which 
helps the potatoes to grow. 

n Children behave well. They happily share resources and form close friendships. 
Staff encourage all children to be respectful and kind to each other. They 
reinforce the rules and boundaries through gentle reminders, such as to use 
'kind hands' and not to run indoors. Staff support the children to manage their 
feelings and behaviours. They talk to the children about how they might be 
feeling and how their actions might affect others.  

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Staff provide parents with detailed 
feedback about their child's learning and development. They offer a wide range 
of support and advice to help with issues such as potty training, speech delay 
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and fussy eating. Parents receive ideas for supporting children's learning at 
home and have regular meetings with their child's key person. Parents say that 
their children enjoy attending the pre-school. 

n The manager uses funding effectively to support vulnerable children, such as 
ensuring that children have the uniform and resources they need for starting 
school. Additionally, she also enables staff to attend specialist training to develop 
their knowledge and understanding further to support the children in their care.

n Staff provide the children with plenty of opportunities to strengthen their small-
muscle skills in preparation for writing. The children explore paintbrushes and 
water. They make marks on the floor, using chalk, and access activity sheets at 
the creative table. However, children do not have access to a wide range of craft 
materials, which limits opportunities for them to be creative and use their 
imagination. 

n The children learn about mathematical language and concepts during their play. 
For example, at the play dough table, the children test out their theories and 
ideas. They place their play dough on one end of the scales and the wooden 
rolling pin on the other to see which is heaviest. The children measure the width 
of their play dough with a ruler. They count the number of centimetres to 
determine whose is the biggest.

n The staff support children's communication and language skills. They read 
stories and sing nursery rhymes with familiar phrases. The staff encourage the 
children to use their words and to share their ideas during group circle time. 
However, staff do not always extend children's vocabulary further or ensure that 
they repeat words back to children correctly. They do not consistently help 
children to become even more confident in their communication skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and her team have a clear understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities in keeping children safe from harm. They know how to follow the 
procedure for recording and reporting concerns about the welfare of a child. The 
staff can identify the indicators of abuse, including female genital mutilation and 
domestic violence. They understand how these can affect young children and their 
families. The staff know the procedure for reporting allegations made against a 
staff member to the relevant authorities. They carry out daily checks of the building 
and the equipment, which ensures that they are safe for the children in their care. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide children with a wide range of creative activities to further enhance their 
imagination

Inspection report: Kiddiwinks Pre-School
6 July 2023 3



n help children to hear the correct pronunciation of words and extend their 
vocabulary further to enhance their language skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY342806

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10298823

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Kiddiwinks Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526574

Telephone number 07933726935

Date of previous inspection 15 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Kiddiwinks Pre-School registered in 2006. It operates from a mobile classroom in 
the grounds of Paxcroft Primary School, in Trowbridge, Wiltshire. The pre-school is 
open from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 9am to midday on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. On Tuesday and Thursday, sessions are from 9am 
to 3pm. The pre-school employs four members of staff. Of these, three hold 
relevant early years qualifications. The pre-school provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louise Phillips
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school.

n The inspector and the manager had a learning walk and discussed the provision 
and the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during children's play, indoors 
and outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection 
and carried out a joint observation with the manager.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager to discuss how they self-
evaluate the provision.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

n The inspector took account of written testimonials from parents.
n Children spoke and engaged with the inspector during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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