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Overall effectiveness Good
The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

The playgroup has a warm and welcoming atmosphere, in which children play
happily. Staff are attentive, kind and caring, which helps children to feel safe and
secure. They know when children may need a little extra support to feel confident.
For example, a child who has had an unsettled morning is very quickly reassured
by their key person on arrival. Staff expect children to be polite and respectful.
Their gentle reminders for good behaviour help children to learn right from wrong.

The well-planned curriculum helps all children to learn. Staff plan activities, linked
to topics, that are focused around what they want children to learn. They vary their
teaching to make sure that all children are supported and challenged at an
appropriate level. Focused small-group activities help children to make faster
progress when they need extra help in some areas of learning. For example, young
children practise new words and their meanings during stories and songs about
animals. Children are keen to join in the appealing activities offered. Young children
enjoy watering plants outdoors. Older children concentrate hard when cutting and
sticking to make a picture. They make 'ice creams' from dough and chat excitedly
about what they like to do at the beach.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W Staff are enthusiastic and engaging. Their energetic and fun approach greatly
encourages children's involvement in activities. Children become absorbed in
their learning and staff support this very well during play. For example, while
playing with sand, staff weave in language related to numbers, size and
capacity. This contributes to the good early mathematics skills that children
demonstrate.

m Children develop a love of stories. Staff support this well by introducing books
during activities. They use familiar stories and rhymes to help children to
remember what they have learned. Children extend their vocabulary and
develop a good understanding of the structure of books.

W Staff consider what individual children can already do and need to learn next.
This helps to tailor their learning to their specific needs. Children who speak
English as an additional language benefit from an increased focus on helping
them to develop their speaking and understanding skills. This helps them to
make remarkable progress in their language development, in both English and
their first language.

B Partnerships with parents and other professionals help to provide a consistent
approach to children's learning. Staff share their teaching plans to ensure that
children are supported at playgroup, at home and at other settings they attend.
Together, they work towards shared learning goals. Parents value the 'wow
moment' notes that staff send them to share children's particular achievements.
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B The manager gives feedback to staff on their performance and encourages them
to attend regular training. Staff report that they feel well supported, and their
morale is high. However, supervision and professional development
arrangements are not always focused enough to help staff to build on their good
teaching in order to support children's learning even more effectively.

m Children develop good social skills and make friends in playgroup. At times,
however, when children are excited or involved in very active play, staff do not
help them to learn how to regulate their own behaviour. Children sometimes
need more help to understand how to keep themselves safe, or overlook how
their actions affect others. For example, children who run very fast outdoors risk
bumping into others and falling over.

W Staff offer children plenty of positive encouragement and praise during play.
This helps children to grow in confidence and self-esteem. Children show great
pride in their achievements. For instance, when they show adults the ramps and
tracks they have created for vehicles, they exclaim, 'Look what we did. We are
clever!

m Staff give children consistent messages about healthy choices and habits. They
talk to children about the nutritious foods they eat at snack time and in their
packed lunches. Children are familiar with routines, such as handwashing, that
promote their good health. They benefit from plenty of fresh air and exercise
during outdoor play.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff benefit from regular opportunities to extend and refresh their understanding
of safeguarding. For example, during staff meetings, managers and staff discuss
the signs and symptoms of a range of types of harm and abuse that children can
suffer from. This helps to ensure they are able to swiftly identify, and respond to,
children who may be at risk from harm. Safe recruitment procedures help to ensure
that staff are suitable to work with children. Clear procedures for whistle-blowing
help staff to clearly understand what to do if they are concerned about the conduct
of a colleague.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B focus the arrangements for staff supervision and development more precisely to
raise the already good quality of education to even higher levels

m help children to learn how to regulate their own behaviour and about ways to
keep themselves safe.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Information about this early

Hadrian Bears Playgroup registered in

Ofsted

EY462335

North Tyneside

10289381

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Sessional day care
2to 4

24
55
Handley, Kay

RP516557

07763889516
23 November 2017

years setting

2013. The playgroup employs seven

members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years

qualifications at level 3 and one holds
operates from Monday to Friday, term

a qualification at level 6. The playgroup
time only. Opening hours are from 7.30am

to 5.30pm. The playgroup provides funded early education for two-, three- and

four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Wilkins
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the playgroup received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
leaders and staff and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the
playgroup.

B The manager showed the inspector around the premises and talked about the
curriculum and the way the provision is organised.

B The inspector observed staff's teaching and assessed its impact on children's
learning.

B The manager and inspector observed and evaluated an activity together.

B The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the
inspection. She also spoke to a humber of parents and took account of their
views.

B The manager and inspector discussed leadership and management matters at
appropriate times during the inspection. The inspector looked at relevant
documents provided, including evidence of the suitability checks carried out on
staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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