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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children form wonderful friendships with one another. They play well together and
clearly enjoy their time at the setting. Children are greeted with a big smile and
open arms by a team of friendly staff. They happily wave their parents goodbye,
before setting off to explore their environment.

The outdoor environment sparks children's curiosity. They explore various mini-
beasts living in the garden. The discovery of spider eggs in their playhouse leads to
a wealth of interesting questions from the children. For example, they ask what the
spiders eat and how they make their webs. These questions are skilfully answered
by the staff. Staff develop children's interest and respect for nature and the world
we live in. Children are excited to explore and find nature fascinating. For example,
they listen for the sound of kestrels nesting in the tree. Children excitedly find
binoculars and look into the sky to spot the kestrels flying in and out of their nest.

The curriculum is well thought out and ambitious for every child. The curriculum
intent focuses on children becoming confident and independent learners. Children
confidently lead their play. For example, they were observed initiating a game of
musical statues. Children played tunes on a keyboard to a group of their peers
dancing. They purposely stopped the music and those children dancing made
statues. This game was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W Staff have securely embedded the routines of the day. On arrival, children
independently place their belongings on their pegs and put on their indoor
shoes. They know and understand the setting routines and have an awareness
of what comes next. For example, children have learned that, after their story,
they wash their hands and then have their snack.

W Staff have developed children's confidence in their physical abilities. Children
have learned to take appropriate risks, challenge themselves and persevere at
tasks they have chosen. For example, they physically challenge their bodies on
the climbing frame, by balancing, using their coordination skills and negotiating
space while supporting their own weight. Staff give encouragement and praise
to children for their achievements.

m Overall, the quality of education is good. Staff understand their intent for
activities. For instance, when observing a group activity, staff wanted children to
learn about different mathematical concepts and these were explored. However,
staff do not always recognise when children would benefit from adult
intervention to extend their learning when ideas capture their interest.

W Staff are attentive to children's emotional and well-being needs. They support
children who become upset effectively. For example, a child is quickly soothed
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after taking a tumble, as a member of staff pretends to take their tears and put
them in their pocket.

m Children are well behaved. Staff role model being kind, polite and respectful to
one another and support children to learn good behaviours. Children remind
each other of the rules and boundaries of the setting, such as 'we must not walk
up the slide, we slide down it'. However, although staff set clear boundaries,
they do not consistently provide children with the explanations they need to
understand why some rules are in place.

B The pre-school group is a well-established setting at the heart of the local
community. The long-standing members of staff work extremely well together
and thoroughly enjoy their roles.

m Staff are well supported by the manager. The team has regular meetings and
appraisals, and has access to ongoing online training to further improve
professional development. The manager fosters a supportive, friendly and
positive working atmosphere.

m Families appreciate the committed and dedicated team. They return to the
setting with new generations of family members. Parents comment that the
setting is 'amazing' and speak positively about the staff. Furthermore, they
report that their children are making good progress and have made some
wonderful friendships.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are fully aware of their roles and responsibilities to prevent children from the
risk of harm. Safeguarding training is kept up to date. This has increased staff's
knowledge of all aspects of the safeguarding umbrella. The setting follows effective
recruitment procedures, ensuring that the correct documentation, staff suitability
records and references are obtained prior to starting at the setting. The manager
has robust induction methods in place to ensure that staff are suitable for their role
and responsibilities. Staff carry out daily risk assessments to ensure that the
environment is safe for children to play and explore.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B enhance the arrangements to manage children's behaviour, to help them
understand why certain behaviours are not appropriate

W support staff to more consistently recognise opportunities that arise during
activities, to build on children's interest and extend their learning further.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 127665

Local authority Kent

Inspection humber 10288835

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Sutton Valence Preschool Group Committee
Telephone number 01622 842388

Date of previous inspection 2 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Sutton Valence Pre-school Group registered in 1989 and is a committee-run setting.
It operates from Sutton Valence Parish Rooms in Sutton Valence, Kent. The pre-
school is open Monday to Friday, during term time only, from 9am until 3pm. The
provider is in receipt of funding to provide free early education for two-, three- and
four-year-old children. There are five members of staff. Of these, four hold
appropriate early years qualifications from level 2 to level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Abigail Towell
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and this has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas
of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

m Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when
they are at pre-school.

W Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

B The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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