
Inspection of Building Blocks Kids 
Nursery
413 High Road, Cac Building, London N17 6RD

Inspection date: 3 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children develop secure and nurturing relationships with staff at this welcoming 
nursery. Staff ensure that children feel safe from the moment they start. Each child 
is greeted by their friends and staff with the 'welcome' song as they walk through 
the door. This helps children feel valued and helps to build their self-esteem. 
Children show high levels of motivation to learn. They confidently lead their own 
play and explore the activities and resources available to them. For example, 
children demonstrate a strong understanding of numbers as they independently 
match flashcards with the numbers on the wall. Children who enjoy sensory 
activities head straight for the water and paintbrushes when they go outside. They 
are fascinated as they make water splatters on the board and smile with delight as 
they study the marks they make.

Children make good friendships at nursery. Without being prompted, older children 
give a gentle thumbs up when they see their friends manage something tricky. 
Children enjoy listing the nursery rules during circle time, such as 'walking inside' 
and 'good listening'. This supports children's understanding of expected behaviour 
and allows them to make a positive contribution. Children are independent and 
enjoy making their own decisions. For example, children choose which songs to 
sing during circle time. Children who are still developing their language skills 
choose objects from a bag that reflect the song they would like to sing. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff have a good overview of the curriculum and what they 
intend children to learn next. There are effective systems for monitoring 
children's progress. Any gaps in children's learning are identified early. There is 
good, individualised support in place for children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. Staff work in partnership with other providers and 
professionals to share information about children's development to help them 
make good progress. 

n Staff share good relationships with parents. Parents value the nurturing and 
welcoming staff. They comment that their children have developed their 
language and communication skills, such as coming home and telling their 
families about the days of the week. 

n Children have opportunities to learn about diversity and different cultures. Staff 
use books and discussions to help children understand what makes them unique 
and how to respect others. However, they could do more to enhance 
opportunities for children to use their home language during play and to have 
more visual representation of the different cultures of the children that attend. 

n Staff provide a good balance of adult-led and child-led activities throughout the 
day. They have a good knowledge of children's interests and individual needs. 
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For example, children enjoy group activities where they discover different 
objects in a box, and they learn how to make observations about what they can 
see and hear. Overall, teaching is good and staff have made strong progress in 
how they interact and support learning. However, on occasion, some staff do 
not always challenge children's critical thinking as much as possible. For 
example, when something breaks, they do not ask children to think about how 
to fix it or consider why it broke.

n The manager has worked extremely hard to meet the actions and 
recommendations set at the last inspection. She has made good use of the 
support available to her and has implemented the advice given. She has regular 
meetings with staff to identify and plan for any training needs. For example, 
recent coaching in supporting children's communication means that staff have a 
deeper understanding of how best to give children the time they need to process 
what they want to say. Staff comment that they feel well supported by the 
manager, and their ideas are respected and valued.

n Healthy lifestyles are well supported. Children are provided with healthy and 
balanced meals. Staff use the outdoor area well to support children's physical 
development. Children run, jump and practise their throwing and catching skills. 
They learn to use different tools and materials. Staff provide children with many 
opportunities for them to strengthen their small muscles. For example, children 
show immense concentration as they carefully thread cotton reels together. 

n Staff support children's language and communication skills well. They introduce 
new words as children play, which helps to build on children's vocabulary and 
understanding. For example, they describe the fruits at snack time as 'juicy', 
'crunchy' and 'sweet'. Children are strong communicators. When they have 
finished their lunch, they explain that their plate is 'empty'. Staff make good use 
of the newly introduced visual aids that help children who are still developing 
their language to understand what is happening next. 

n Transitions to school are excellent. Children's future Reception teachers are 
invited to spend time in the setting, observing children and discussing the 
individual needs of the children with staff. Staff have made plans to spend time 
in some children's new schools when they first start to offer support during this 
transitional period.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The nursery staff understand the importance of daily risk assessments to ensure 
that children are safe in all areas of the provision. The nursery has robust 
procedures in place for reporting accidents and incidents. Staff recognise the signs 
of when a child may be at risk of abuse and understand their duty to report any 
concern they may have. Staff are aware of how to report an allegation against a 
member of staff. Safeguarding is discussed regularly, and staff complete regular 
training to ensure that their knowledge is kept up to date.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider how children's home languages can be further promoted in all areas of 
the environment to enhance children's sense of belonging

n continue to focus on strengthening staff's interactions with children to the 
highest level to help promote children's critical thinking skills even further. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2510438

Local authority Haringey

Inspection number 10257398

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Building Blocks Kids Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2510437

Telephone number 07956518732

Date of previous inspection 12 September 2022

Information about this early years setting

Building Blocks Kids Nursery registered in 2019 and is located in the London 
Borough of Haringey. The setting cares for children Monday to Friday, from 7.30am 
to 6.30pm, for 51 weeks of the year. It closes on bank holidays and over the 
Christmas period. The nursery employs six members of staff, including the 
manager. Four members of staff hold qualifications in childcare at level 3 and 
above.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Laura Rathbone
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector carried out a learning walk together to discuss staff's 
intentions for children's learning.

n The inspector observed a range of learning experiences inside and outside. She 
carried out a joint observation with the manager and discussed the impact on 
children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents, staff and children during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector held discussions with the manager about safeguarding and how 
she evaluates and reflects on practice.

n The inspector looked at relevant documents, including paediatric first-aid 
certificates and suitability checks.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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