
Inspection of Carnarvon Pre School
Carnarvon Primary School, Nursery Road, NOTTINGHAM NG13 8EH

Inspection date: 30 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter the pre-school eagerly, settle quickly and show a strong sense of 
belonging. Children enthusiastically sing, 'We have come to learn and play, having 
fun the pre-school way', during registration time. Staff plan active and enjoyable 
activities that help children develop physical skills, such as dancing to music and 
joining in with the actions of familiar rhymes and songs. Children develop new skills 
as they learn to hop, jump and balance in the outdoor space. They develop hand-
eye coordination as they manipulate play dough and use scissors to strengthen the 
hand muscles they will need for early writing.

Staff help children to learn how to keep themselves safe. Children recall previous 
learning as they identify what a hazard is and how staff keep them safe. For 
example, as children walk to the pond, they recognise the displayed warning sign. 
They know that it means deep water and they need to stay close to an adult.

Staff continually help children to build on previous learning. When children find a 
ladybird on the play equipment, they decide that a leafy plant would make the 
most appropriate home so the ladybird can find some friends. Staff encourage the 
children to care for living things as they work together as a team to carefully move 
the ladybird. The children demonstrate their developing mathematical skills as they 
eagerly join staff to count the number of spots they see, saying, 'There are two 
spots, one on each side.' 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff plan to help children make a smooth transition to school when the time 
comes. They have excellent links with the on-site school. Staff take children to 
different areas of the school, such as the pond, the playground and the 
classrooms. This helps the children to become familiar with the school site and 
the teachers and helps them to learn the teachers' names. Staff plan activities to 
support children's independence. Children practise dressing and undressing in 
school uniforms as they play in the home corner. They have a school book bag 
for when accessing the lending library. 

n Parents are overwhelmingly complimentary about the pre-school. They value 
how the staff celebrate each child's uniqueness. For example, staff organise 
special events and activities that showcase children's different cultures, home 
traditions and languages. This gives children the opportunity to explore and 
appreciate differences. Parents receive a wide range of support and guidance, 
including discussions on potty training, children's communication and helping 
with fussy eating.

n Staff build older children's confidence as they encourage them to share their 
experiences during 'show and tell'. Older children stand at the front of the group 
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and talk about a photo or object that is special to them. Staff encourage the 
children to ask questions to find out more information. However, during these 
activities, staff have not carefully considered the learning needs of the younger 
children. As a result, they become distracted and disengaged. 

n All children make progress in relation to their starting points. Staff observe 
children and track the progress they make. They identify areas where children 
need support to ensure they do not fall behind. Children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities are supported well. Staff identify and action additional 
support swiftly. They work with parents and multi-agency professionals to 
support children to make the best possible progress. 

n Staff engage children in activities and support them as they play. They model 
positional language such as 'on top' and 'under' as children explore toy cars. 
Staff encourage children to think critically as they ask, 'Will the car go up the 
ramp or down the ramp?' However, they do not always plan what they want 
children to learn next. For example, they have not considered how to extend 
activities or make them more challenging for most-able children.

n The manager is extremely reflective and constantly strives to improve outcomes 
for all children. Recent training on emotional literacy has further developed staff 
interactions with the children. Staff use the language of feelings and emotions 
with the children and help them to self-regulate their behaviour. For example, 
they encourage children to think about how they feel at different points of the 
day. As a consequence, children learn to behave well and the environment is 
calm. This has a positive impact on the children's personal, social and emotional 
development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The setting has a strong culture of safeguarding, with all staff aware of processes 
for keeping children safe. Safeguarding training is regularly updated. Staff 
recognise the importance of timely intervention if they believe a child is at risk. The 
staff know the children and their families well. This means they are quick to notice 
a concern about a child and can discuss it with parents. Staff provide an 
environment where children can take manageable risks appropriate to their level of 
development. The manager follows robust procedures when recruiting new staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop the planning and provision of activities to focus more sharply on what 
children need to learn next, particularly during adult-led activities 

n review the organisation of larger group activities to enable younger children to 
remain fully engaged and interested in their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY339604

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10279777

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 57

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Carnarvon Pre School Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526455

Telephone number 07818031273

Date of previous inspection 15 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

Carnarvon Pre School registered in 2006 and is located in Carnarvon Primary 
School, Bingham, Nottinghamshire. The pre-school employ 11 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, nine hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. 
The pre-school opens Monday to Friday, from 8.50am to 3.20pm, during term time. 
It provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracy Hopkins
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 
the pre-school.

n The inspector spoke to some parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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