
Inspection of Jack & Jill Nursery
Shawfield Primary School, Winchester Road, Ash, Aldershot, Hampshire GU12 6SX

Inspection date: 30 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are well motivated and eager to explore the activities on offer, as soon as 
they arrive at this welcoming nursery. They have wonderful relationships with staff 
and feel safe and secure in their environment. Staff are good role models for 
children, who behave well.

Children show independence and confidence as they access the variety of 
resources available. Staff plan interesting and fun activities for their key children to 
support their next steps in learning. For example, staff provide a range of herbs 
and fruit that children snip and cut with safety knives and scissors. Children use a 
good range of language, describing what they can smell as they crush mint and 
squeeze oranges into water. This helps to strengthen children's fine motor skills in 
preparation for mark making and early literacy.

Staff sequence children's learning effectively. For example, they support children to 
extend their imaginative play as they create more potions with herbs they find in 
the garden. They spend time mixing them with vinegar and bicarbonate of soda, 
testing their ideas and predicting what might happen next. Children also have 
plenty of opportunities to be creative as they mix powder paints with water, using 
a range of brushes and sponges to make patterns and pictures on the concrete. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management and staff have a clear curriculum which centres around what 
skills children need to be successful learners. Staff understand how children 
learn and know how to support them in the next stage of their development. 
Staff work as a strong team to plan their environment, both inside and outdoors. 
They ensure the experiences they offer, cover all areas of the early years 
foundation stage.

n All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) are well supported. Staff's knowledge of individual children is excellent. 
They use children's interests to plan intensive interactions and activities to help 
support them to access the curriculum throughout the day. For example, the 
special educational needs and/or disabilities coordinator (SENDCo) adapts games 
using picture exchanges as a form of communication. She ensures children's 
love of animals is encouraged to support understanding and language 
development.

n Staff show children high levels of respect and kindness. They value their 
opinions and choices. They have high expectations for all children, including 
those with SEND and those in receipt of additional funding. Staff work closely 
with outside agencies, families and other professionals to support children's 
individual needs. This ensures that all children make good, consistent progress 
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from their starting points.
n Parents are highly complementary of the staff and the opportunities on offer at 

the nursery. They comment on the good communication, regular updates and 
photos of their child's time at the nursery. Parents use these ideas to continue to 
support their children at home, including through the nursery library scheme. 
Parents say their children show increased confidence and staff are preparing 
them well for their move on to school.

n Children find out about their place in the community. For example, they visit the 
school next door, as well as the church and local shops. Children who speak 
English as a second language have good support. Staff celebrate cultural 
festivals such as Diwali and Chinese New Year. However, they do not prioritise 
offering interesting and ongoing ways for children to learn about other people 
and cultures outside of their own experiences.

n Children benefit greatly from the staff's understanding of the importance of 
physical development. For example, they enjoy free-flow access to the outside 
space throughout the day. They spontaneously engage in risky play as they 
climb the slope and successfully negotiate the slide. They further challenge their 
balancing skills as they walk across a trail of tyres. They use their outstretched 
arms to help them balance, and carefully watch where they place their feet, as 
they step to the next tyre. They ride bikes around the 'track' and the eldest 
children join in dedicated sports sessions with a qualified teacher. This means 
that children develop a wealth of confidence in their gross motor skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a good knowledge of child protection issues and their role 
and responsibilities to help keep children safe. They can identify the signs or 
symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. They keep their safeguarding 
knowledge up to date and know the correct reporting procedure to follow, 
including whistle-blowing if they were concerned about the conduct of a colleague. 
The management committee follow safer recruitment processes to ensure the 
suitability of all staff and committee members. The manager continues to assess 
staff suitability, for example through supervisions, support and coaching. They 
complete risk assessments to ensure that the environment is secure, and children 
have a safe place to play.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n further extend opportunities to strengthen children's awareness of the 
similarities and differences between people, cultures and heritage.

Inspection report: Jack & Jill Nursery
30 June 2023 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 120076

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10295211

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Jack and Jill Nursery Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903472

Telephone number 01252 319595

Date of previous inspection 1 December 2017

Information about this early years setting

Jack and Jill Nursery registered in 1970. It operates from a purpose-built building 
within the grounds of Shawfield Primary School in Ash, Surrey. The nursery is open 
five days a week, from 8.30am to 3pm, term time only. The setting receives 
funding to provide free early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 
The setting supports children with SEND and those learning English as an 
additional language. There are 15 members of staff, of these 9 hold relevant Level 
3 or above qualifications, the owner holds Early Years Professional Status, and 
another has Qualified Teacher Status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nina Lambkin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk and discussed the 
provision and the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during both indoor and outdoor 
play and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n Staff and the inspector spoke at appropriate times throughout the inspection. 
The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the setting.

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of a number of written testimonials. 

n Children confidently spoke and engaged with the inspector throughout the 
inspection. They shared their views of the setting, including their favourite 
resources and activities.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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