
Inspection of Fun Start Childcare
St Barnabas Church Hall, Hampton Street, Cannock WS11 0AW

Inspection date: 29 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are eager to attend this warm and inviting setting. They seek out their 
friends and happily engage in their play. Children show confidence as they 
independently access the large range of age-appropriate resources. They develop a 
range of skills as they engage in various activities. For example, outdoors, they use 
crates to build a train and take it in turns to drive. Indoors, they role play as they 
pretend to cook food and look after their babies. This builds on what children 
already know and further develops their social and imaginative skills.

Children listen to and follow instructions well and understand the rules and routine 
of the day, giving them security and confidence. They start to manage their own 
feelings and try to sort out any disagreements. For example, if children want the 
same toy, they get the sand timer. They explain to the inspector that it is their turn 
when all the sand has gone. They also offer each other support and help. For 
example, if children are struggling to turn on the taps to wash their hands, other 
children will demonstrate how to do this. They turn on the taps and show them 
how to get the soap out. This shows that children are developing their awareness 
of feelings and emotions for both themselves and those around them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff have high expectations of the children. This includes 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who speak 
English as an additional language. Staff access training, and this has a positive 
impact on the care and education children receive. Staff have regular 
supervisions to discuss children and their own well-being, and they feel that the 
managers support them well.

n Staff ensure that all children have appropriate goals for their next stages of 
learning. They monitor and assess the impact of activities on the children's 
learning. Staff use children's interests to engage them in activities. For example, 
the children make boats with junk modelling. Staff extend the activity by 
encouraging the children to test which boat floats and which does not. However, 
children do not always have time to process the information to enable them to 
find a solution to problems and therefore further develop their already good 
problem-solving skills.

n Staff model good language and communicate well in their interactions with the 
children. Children talk to staff and their friends throughout the day. They listen 
to stories and enjoy singing songs. However, staff do not always use these 
opportunities to extend children's language further and introduce new and wider 
vocabulary into the children's learning.

n Parents are keen to tell the inspector how happy they are with the setting. They 
comment that their children have 'come on leaps and bounds' since they started. 
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Parents feel well supported and comment that they get good communication 
from the setting, both verbally and through an online system. Parents have 
termly reports and meetings to discuss their child's progress. They attend 
events, such as Mother's Day tea and Father's Day picnics, as well as fundraising 
events throughout the year. 

n Children's care needs are well catered for. Staff are sensitive to their individual 
needs. Children bring a packed lunch from home. Children are provided with a 
snack of fruit or cereal and with a drink of water or milk. The children self-serve 
their snack and pour their own drinks. This helps to develop their independence 
and fine motor skills. Staff encourage the children to brush their teeth every 
morning. This helps children to learn about healthy lifestyles.

n Children's curriculum-based experiences of the world around them are varied. 
For example, they receive visits from the farm on wheels and from local dentists, 
and they engage in activities such as dancing. Children also go to the local 
supermarket and have even had a go on the tills. Different cultures are 
embraced in the resources provided at the setting, and staff invite parents to 
discuss their culture with the children. This helps children to learn about the 
wider community and prepares them for life in modern Britain.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The committee, managers and staff have a clear understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities to safeguard children. They understand the signs and symptoms of 
abuse and what to do if they feel that a child might be at risk of harm. They have 
undertaken safeguarding training and ensure that their knowledge is current. 
Managers introduce scenarios into staff meetings to ensure that staff understand 
what to do in a variety of situations. The setting and resources are clean and well 
maintained. Staff carry out daily risk assessments to ensure the setting is safe for 
the children. They also ask children to carry out a risk assessment of the garden 
before they go out to play. This encourages children to be aware of dangers and 
assess risks for themselves.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide children with the time and opportunity to investigate and explore 
activities, to enable them to further increase their problem-solving skills

n support staff to understand how to extend children's language even further and 
introduce a wider vocabulary into their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY475926

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10286047

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Fun Start Childcare

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533538

Telephone number 07896064446

Date of previous inspection 30 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Fun Start Childcare registered in 2014. It is based in Cannock, Staffordshire. The 
pre-school operates five days a week, during term time only. It opens from 8.45am 
until 2.30pm, Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and from 8.45am until 12.15pm on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The pre-school receives funding for the provision of free 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Smith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 
the setting.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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