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Ashby Youth Club, Stratton Road, SOUTHAMPTON SO15 5QZ

Inspection date: 27 June 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision
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inspection

Met
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inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children eagerly arrive at the after-school club. They are excited to see their 
friends and the range of activities on offer. Children benefit from opportunities to 
learn through play while at the provision. For instance, children develop their 
physical skills as they play a range of games in the garden, including football and 
throwing and catching. Staff support children as they develop their turn-taking and 
independence skills. For example, children learn how to butter their own bread for 
snack. Although staff do not need to focus specifically on children's learning, they 
incorporate all aspects of the seven areas of learning into their activities. For 
example, children develop their mathematical skills as they eagerly sit and play 
bingo. Children talk happily about their time at the provision. They excitedly explain 
that they 'love after-school club because they can learn to skip.' 

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Children behave well, and 
they are eager for staff to come and play with them. Staff ensure that they get 
down to the children's level and show genuine interest in what children have to 
say. These positive interactions help children to feel safe and secure.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are passionate about their provision and are dedicated to the children in 
their care. They recognise the importance of the provision for their children. 
Leaders have a good oversight of the provision which helps ensure that they are 
providing high-quality childcare.  

n Staff help children with the transition to the club well. They offer settling-in 
sessions and use a buddy system to help children settle when they first join. 
Staff get to know the children quickly. This helps children to feel settled and 
secure while at the provision. 

n Staff know the children well. They know their likes and dislikes as well as 
confidently talking about the progress the children have made. Children show 
positive attitudes and are keen to be at the provision.  

n Staff and leaders have strong partnerships with the local schools to support the 
needs of all children. For example, leaders work with schools to ensure that 
those who need to attend the provision, can. They explain that they feel 
children's learning and development often benefits from routine and having 
breakfast at the club as they are then ready to start the school day. 

n Children hear new vocabulary and are supported in developing their 
communication and literacy skills through games. For example, children enjoy 
playing 'hangman' on whiteboards. However, at times, children do not 
consistently hear the correct letter sounds when staff try to guess the next 
letter.  
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n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) have their 
needs supported very well. Staff are highly tuned to the needs of each child and 
take action to ensure that children's well-being needs are quickly met.  

n Children who have English as an additional language are supported well by staff. 
Staff work with the schools to ensure they are using the same methods to 
support language development. They make sure that parents have the 
information that they need, as well either using family members or electronic 
methods to translate.

n Parents speak highly of the setting. They comment on how much their children 
love coming to the club and that their children 'are reluctant to leave at home 
time as they are enjoying themselves.' Parents talk about the good 
communication between themselves and the staff.

n Staff comment that it feels 'like one big family'. They explain that they feel well 
supported by the leadership team. The new supervisor is developing in her role 
and wants to strengthen the use of supervision further to support raising the 
quality of provision further.

n Leaders value the kind and caring staff. They keenly support staff in their 
continuous professional development. For example, staff undertake courses that 
build on their professional interests, such as on how to meet the specific needs 
of children with SEND. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have a clear understanding of their roles and responsibilities in 
safeguarding children. They know the signs and symptoms that may indicate a 
child is at risk of harm. There is a clear process in place to follow should a referral 
be needed for a child, or if there as an allegation against a member of staff. Staff 
follow up on children's absences to ensure that there are no concerns. They 
recognise that there are a variety of safeguarding issues that may affect the 
children in their care, such as playing video games that are not age-appropriate 
and know how to respond effectively.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY445885

Local authority Southampton

Inspection number 10287364

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 11

Total number of places 55

Number of children on roll 140

Name of registered person Kidz Play (UK) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901363

Telephone number 07754 596567

Date of previous inspection 6 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Upper Shirley Kidz Club re-registered in 2012. The club operates from The Ashby 
North Shirley Children's Centre, Southampton. The staff collect children from 
Wordsworth Infant School and Shirley Infant and Junior Schools. The breakfast 
club is open each weekday from 7.30am to 9am. After-school care is provided from 
3pm to 6pm, during term time. There are seven members of staff who regularly 
work with the children. Of these, five hold relevant childcare qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natasha Jarvis
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed the staff and children throughout the inspection. 
n Leaders, staff and the inspector held discussions at appropriate times.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff.
n Parents shared their views with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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