
Inspection of Ann Tayler Childrens 
Centre Nursery
1-13 Triangle Road, London E8 3RP

Inspection date: 27 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection OutstandingOutstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children in this nursery thrive in the calm and well-resourced environment. They 
find plenty of opportunities to follow their interests, both indoors and outside. Staff 
thoughtfully plan activities and experiences throughout the nursery that enable all 
children to make excellent progress in their learning and development. Children are 
self-motivated to extend their knowledge and skills. Staff have high expectations of 
the progress children can make. Children develop a can-do attitude to solve 
problems for themselves. Children and adults at this nursery treat each other with 
respect and kindness, which contributes to a positive learning environment. Staff 
help children to learn techniques like mindfulness and meditation that can help 
them manage strong emotions and conflict. This helps children to develop a strong 
understanding of the behaviour expected of them.

Leaders have identified a range of opportunities in the local area that they can use 
to broaden children's experiences. For instance, older children visit a local wildlife 
area to explore the natural environment. Children climb trees confidently, 
extending their physical skills, and engage with carefully planned activities 
surrounded by nature. Babies visit the local, well-stocked, greengrocer's, where 
they can select a range of fruits and vegetables from around the world. These trips 
are joyous. Staff support children to engage with these opportunities to explore the 
neighbourhood. This helps children develop their knowledge and understanding of 
the world.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff monitor children's progress through observation and interaction. This helps 
ensure teaching practice specifically addresses children's individual learning 
needs. Leaders work closely with parents and other professionals to provide 
highly targeted support for children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) and English as an additional language (EAL). Staff maximise 
opportunities to support children to build on what they know and can do. 
Children are constantly challenged throughout the day, in all aspects of the daily 
routine.

n Staff have a strong focus on children's communication and language 
development. They expertly use their training in building children's oracy when 
they ask incisive questions and give children time to formulate their response. 
Children love to sing and enjoy books as a group and share their own 
experiences. For example, in the afternoon, children in the pre-school find the 
sticks they collected during the morning session in the wildlife area. They 
describe their sticks and where they found them, demonstrating their strong 
recall skills and excellent vocabulary.

n There is a strong ethos of inclusion and the leadership team is dedicated to 
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ensuring all children fully benefit from the range of opportunities on offer. Staff 
gather copious information about children and their previous experiences, so 
they can meet their physical and developmental needs at nursery. This is 
particularly relevant to the work staff do to support children with SEND and EAL. 

n Leaders have worked with parents to re-establish the parent forum, which had 
lapsed during the pandemic. Parents value the opportunity to raise any concerns 
or suggestions through the forum and the positive response from the leadership 
team. Parents say the detailed reports and frequent face-to-face interactions 
with their child's key person helps them to support children's learning at home. 
Parents say their children are extremely happy at nursery and exceptionally 
ready for school. 

n Leaders support staff to reflect on their practice and continually look for ways to 
enhance children's learning experiences. Staff carefully consider the learning 
environment in the nursery and identify how to optimise children's engagement. 
Each team within the nursery develop plans for short- and long-term changes 
based on their observations of children as they play. This ensures staff meet 
children's needs, help them to make exceptional progress in their learning and 
drive improvement across the nursery.

n Like many nursery settings, leaders have faced challenges recruiting the staff 
they need. Leaders have deployed a number of temporary staff to fulfil roles in 
the nursery. The induction process has recently been updated to ensure all staff 
have a secure understanding of the setting-in policies. New staff are matched 
with a permanent member of staff to support them. This helps ensure 
consistency and continuity for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure all staff have an excellent understanding of how to keep children 
safe. Staff know the signs that might indicate a child is at risk of harm and the 
procedures they must follow if they are concerned about the safety or welfare of a 
child. Staff carry out highly effective risk assessments of the premises and outings. 
They take appropriate action to minimise hazards. Leaders rigorously review 
policies and procedures frequently to ensure that these are updated and reflect the 
procedures of the local safeguarding partnership. Leaders use highly robust vetting 
checks to verify the suitability of new staff and the ongoing suitability of existing 
staff.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY450428

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10295194

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 78

Number of children on roll 96

Name of registered person London Borough of Hackney

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531769

Telephone number 0207 2756024 or 0207 2756020

Date of previous inspection 16 January 202016 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Ann Tayler Childrens Centre Nursery re-registered in 2012. The centre is situated in 
London Fields, in the London Borough of Hackney. It opens each weekday from 
8am to 6pm, throughout the year. The centre receives funding to provide free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. The provider employs 24 
members of staff. All staff hold relevant early years qualifications at level 2 or 
above. This includes two qualified teachers and five members of staff with 
qualifications at level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Trina Lynskey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n Leaders took the inspector on a learning walk and talked about how they 
organise their provision and the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector observed an activity and evaluated this with the provider.
n Leaders and staff provided the inspector with key documentation on request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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