
Inspection of Sunshine Pre-school 
Puriton
Puriton Village Hall, Riverton Road, Puriton, BRIDGWATER, Somerset TA7 8BP

Inspection date: 27 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Staff have designed a curriculum that considers children's interests and what they 
need to learn next. However, this is yet to be fully implemented to engage and 
challenge all children, in particular the youngest children and those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

The initial group time welcomes children and supports their emotional well-being as 
they settle into the pre-school day. Children listen and respond well to their names. 
They relish the opportunity to be the 'special helper' and keenly count how many 
children and adults are present. Children recite days of the week and months of the 
year, beginning to understand the sequence of time.

Children excitedly explore the musical instruments. They decide which to play and 
how to make a sound. Staff introduce familiar songs and children confidently 
accompany them. They move in time to the music, such as marching up the hill 
and down again. Children learn new vocabulary as staff provide specific names for 
the instruments, such as maracas.

Children show curiosity in the range of sea creatures in the blue spaghetti. They 
ask questions about the octopus' 'suckers' and listen well to staff's responses and 
show interest in the new vocabulary they have learned. Children are keen to 
explore the items in the 'attention bucket' independently and explore how they 
work. However, staff do not always implement the purpose of the activity as well 
as they could to encourage children's focus and sustained interest.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff use their training well to develop an exciting learning environment, which 
invites children to explore a wide range of resources. On the whole, the 
curriculum meets most children's needs. However, staff do not always ensure 
the youngest children and those children with SEND are fully engaged in their 
learning. For example, they do not use the resources available to them, such as 
visual reminders and communication books, to help children in their choices and 
to understand what is happening next.

n Staff use their recent training to support some children to manage their feelings 
and to share. For example, staff remind children not to 'snatch' the spaghetti 
and they model how best to ask a friend to share. However, when these 
strategies do not work, staff are less confident to adapt and find what best 
works for individual children. This leads to some children becoming difficult to 
engage, which impacts on other children's learning. For example, when children 
lose interest in the story their behaviour deteriorates, and they lose focus. This 
results in staff leaving the group story to manage behaviour, which interrupts 
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the story for those who are listening well.
n Most children understand the daily routines and behavioural expectations. 

However, staff do not always consider the best ways to support less 
knowledgeable children as they move between activities. For example, a 
younger child becomes upset as they wanted to continue playing outside rather 
than having snack. Staff do not consider the best ways to help children 
understand what is happening next to allow for a smooth transition. On 
occasion, daily routines, such as snack time, leave the children waiting for a long 
time without adult interaction.

n Staff encourage good hygiene throughout the pre-school. Children know they 
need to wash their hands before they prepare their snack. Children gain good 
independence, for example using knives safely to prepare their fruit. Children 
understand they place their cups and plates in the washing up bowl when they 
have finished. Children are constantly praised and benefit greatly from strong 
bonds with familiar adults.

n In general, the new management team understand what needs to improve and 
have made some progress since the previous inspection. They work closely with 
staff, parents and other professionals to raise the quality of the provision. This is 
particularly evident in the improvements to staff knowledge and understanding 
of all aspects of safeguarding and the development of an effective key-person 
system to meet children's individual needs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There are appropriate recruitment and induction arrangements to ensure staff are 
suitable for their role. All staff, including the designated safeguarding lead (DSL), 
have attended relevant safeguarding training for their role in protecting children 
from harm. Staff have good knowledge of the indicators that a child is at risk of 
harm. The DSL understands her responsibility to refer concerns about a child or a 
member of staff to relevant agencies, and to inform Ofsted of any referrals about a 
member of staff. All staff understand and implement the policies and procedures 
that keep children safe, such as the safe collection of children from the pre-school 
and maintaining an accurate daily register.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date

Inspection report: Sunshine Pre-school Puriton
27 June 2023 3



ensure the curriculum is fully embedded 
into practice, in particular to support the 
youngest children and those with SEND 
to reach their full potential

14/07/2023

increase staff's confidence to use 
training more effectively to help them 
adapt behaviour management strategies 
to meet children's individual needs and 
engage them in their learning.

14/07/2023

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n organise transition between activities better, so that children are prepared for 
what is happening next and do not wait too long without adult interaction

n make better use of all available resources to engage those children with SEND in 
their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 142905

Local authority Somerset

Inspection number 10282087

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person Sunshine Pre-school Puriton Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522734

Telephone number 0774 6487759

Date of previous inspection 9 February 2023

Information about this early years setting

Sunshine Pre-school Puriton is a committee-run group, which registered in 1992. It 
operates from the village hall in Puriton, near Bridgwater, Somerset. It operates on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9am to 3pm, and on Thursday from 
9am to 1pm, during term time only. The setting receives funding to provide early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. The committee employs 
three members of staff. The managers hold an early years qualification at level 3 
and level 4 and the other member of staff holds an early years qualification at level 
3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Williams
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n One manager took the inspector on a learning walk to discuss the early years 
curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n One manager joined the inspector on a joint observation of a whole group story 
time.

n The inspector spoke with children and parents during the inspection and 
considered their views.

n The inspector conducted professional discussions with leaders and managers, 
the DSL and the special educational needs coordinator during the inspection.

n A sample of documentation was discussed and observed.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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