
Inspection of Pumpkin Patch Day 
Nursery
166 Alexandra Road, FARNBOROUGH, Hampshire GU14 6RY

Inspection date: 28 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and their families are warmly greeted by staff as they arrive at this homely 
nursery. This helps to set the tone for children's busy day ahead. Children behave 
well, showing good manners and respect towards others. Staff plan motivating 
activities that spark children's curiosity. Children are free to choose from a wide 
range activities, indoors and outdoors. They readily apply their prior knowledge to 
their new learning. For instance, older children look at a book displaying insects 
and talk to each other about their features. Later in the day, children delight in 
searching for these insects in the garden. They remember that a millipede has 
more legs than a woodlouse. This helps to support children's understanding of the 
natural world.

Staff are caring and attentive to children's needs. They are committed to ensuring 
that all children are happy, secure and develop positive relationships. For example, 
babies enjoy spending time with staff, who encourage them to explore musical 
instruments and experiment with different sounds. Staff promote confidence as 
toddlers sing songs of their choice at group time. Pre-school children work 
responsibly with staff and build an obstacle course designed to promote physical 
skills, such as balancing, climbing and jumping. This shows that children's views 
are valued, which gives them a true sense of belonging.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have a clear vision for improvement. They act with great integrity, 
keeping children's best interests at the centre of their decisions. For example, 
they effectively use additional funding that children may be entitled to in ways 
that help them to achieve their best and feel part of life at the nursery. 

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) is instrumental in ensuring 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) make equally 
as good progress from their starting points, as their peers. She seeks advice 
from external professionals and works closely with parents to meet these 
children's individual needs effectively. The nursery's SENCo models language 
interventions targeted at children with speech delay. Staff then feel equipped to 
continue these focused teaching activities.

n Staff place a strong emphasis on promoting children's communication and 
language skills from the start. For instance, babies hear new words and apply 
these in different situations. Toddlers repeatedly sing their favourite songs with 
high energy and good retention of words. Pre-school children readily share their 
ideas with friends to complete a task successfully. In this way, children become 
confident communicators.

n Staff help children to understand the importance of leading a healthy lifestyle. 
For instance, children access the garden daily for fresh air and exercise. Staff 
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talk about healthy eating choices and provide a delicious range of home-cooked, 
nutritious food. Children talk with confidence about the impact of sugary foods 
on their teeth. They independently use cutlery, pour own drinks and self-serve 
helpings of vegetables. Older children are particular experts in managing their 
self-care. They know the importance of washing hands before eating and after 
using the toilet. 

n The manager and staff have created a clear and well-sequenced curriculum 
which helps children develop their curiosity and imaginations. Overall, staff 
consider activities that match children's interests, abilities and needs. However, 
some staff do not always plan adult-led activities precisely enough to allow each 
children to learn to the best of their ability. On occasion, staff teach a broad 
range of concepts that children appear to already know. 

n Staff report high levels of satisfaction and well-being, which positively impacts 
their working environment. However, on occasions, staff's practice is not 
monitored sharply enough by the manager. At these times, her feedback to staff 
does not target specific ways to improve their practice, knowledge and skills to 
achieve consistently high quality of teaching across the nursery. 

n Parents speak extremely highly of the manager and staff. They comment on the 
amazing care their children receive. Parents appreciate help with ideas and 
suggestions that make a significant difference to their children's development at 
home. They describe the impressive progress their children have made since 
starting at the nursery, particularly in their independence, confidence and 
happiness. This partnership with parents is a real strength of this nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that staff receive regular safeguarding training to help them 
understand how to keep children safe from harm. Staff recognise the potential 
signs and symptoms of abuse, including any risks associated with extreme views 
and behaviours. They are secure in their understanding of the procedures to follow 
should they have any concerns about a child's welfare or an adult associated with 
children's care. The manager follows robust recruitment procedures, and regularly 
checks ongoing suitability to ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. 
Staff carry out risk assessments to ensure that children play in a safe and secure 
environment.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen planning of adult-led activities to focus more precisely on clear 
learning intentions for all children 

n monitor staff practice more sharply and provide feedback on how to consistently 
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achieve the highest level of teaching.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY363805

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10295397

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Pumpkin Patch Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902495

Telephone number 01252 545898

Date of previous inspection 4 December 2017

Information about this early years setting

Pumpkin Patch Day Nursery registered in 2007. It is located in Farnborough, 
Hampshire. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm, all year 
round. It receives funding for the provision of free early education for children 
aged three and four years. The nursery employs 10 staff, nine of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications. One member of staff is qualified at level 6 
and eight at level 4 and below.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sonia Panchal
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
nursery and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager. 

n The inspector talked to staff and children  at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n Parents shared their verbal and written views about the education and care their 
children receive. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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