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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Leaders are ambitious for all pupils to achieve well, academically and socially. Pupils 
meet these expectations successfully. Leaders have created a strong sense of 
community. Warm relationships, built on respect and trust, permeate this school. 
Pupils are happy and polite. They behave well in lessons and on the playgrounds. 
They enjoy playing football, using the fitness equipment and climbing on the ‘Castle’ 
during their breaktimes. Pupils understand the school’s rules and follow them well.  
 
Leaders do not accept any form of derogatory behaviour. They gather thoughtfully 
the views of pupils in small focus groups. This means that leaders understand any 
issues that might affect pupils. Pupils feel safe in school. Leaders deal with issues 
well, including the rare cases of bullying. 
 
Pupils appreciate the wide range of extra-curricular opportunities on offer. They are 
proud of their school and love representing Banstead Juniors in sporting events such 
as athletics and lacrosse. Leaders ensure that pupils make a positive contribution to 
society. Pupils learn to care and respect others. They are kind to each other. Pupils 
love caring for Dave, the school tortoise. Recently, Year 6 held their enterprise week, 
building up a business and raising money for a cancer charity successfully.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better?  
 
In most subjects, pupils build their knowledge and attain well. This includes in 
national tests. Since the last inspection, leaders have made many improvements to 
the curriculum. They now have a curriculum in place that is ambitious for all pupils. 
This includes those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 
Leaders have identified the important concepts and skills that pupils need to learn 
and remember in all subjects. In the stronger subjects, teachers understand these 
well.   
 
Subject leaders have a secure knowledge of their curriculum areas. They work 
closely with teachers to help them to understand how best to present new ideas to 
pupils. Leaders identify the needs of pupils with SEND promptly. Staff make 
necessary adaptations to help pupils with SEND to access the curriculum well.  
 
Leaders have considered carefully the subject-specific vocabulary that pupils must 
learn. Pupils use these identified words well while they work. For example, in a Year 
5 art lesson, pupils confidently used the words hue, tone and tint when discussing 
Picasso’s blue period. However, in a few subjects, teachers’ subject knowledge and 
confidence is not as strong. In these subjects, teachers are not as sure what 
learning to check. In these areas, pupils remember less.  
 
Pupils have positive attitudes to reading. Following the last inspection, leaders 
introduced a phonics programme for pupils who join the school who are not able to 
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read fluently. Well-trained staff deliver this programme successfully. Pupils who need 
extra support get the targeted teaching they need to catch up. Pupils enjoy studying 
a wide range of books. Leaders have carefully selected books to introduce pupils to 
a diverse range of themes such as homelessness and refugees.  
 
Pupils benefit from a sound personal development programme. Leaders encourage 
pupils to try hard and not give up. Pupils in Year 6 are looking forward to showing 
resilience and embracing challenge in archery and raft building on their upcoming 
residential trip. Leaders prepare pupils for life in modern Britain effectively. Pupils 
learn about different family structures, beliefs and British values. For example, pupils 
talk confidentiality about the democratic process of electing the school captains.  
 
Leaders and governors work with a palpable sense of urgency to improve the quality 
of education in the school. They have been very successful. Leaders ensure that 
staff are supported to manage their workload well. They are working on this further. 
However, some of the systems that leaders currently use do not tell them well 
enough how effectively the school is working. For example, leaders do not have a 
sharp enough overview of any trends that may emerge when they analyse behaviour 
records. Leaders are sensibly reviewing their practices to ensure that they can 
monitor and effect change swiftly in all areas of the school’s work.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Staff know their role well in keeping pupils safe. Leaders ensure that all staff receive 
appropriate training. Staff know how to spot pupils who may be at risk and pass on 
any concerns promptly. Leaders log any concerns and involve external agencies 
when needed. Staff and pupils understand local risks well. Leaders have recently 
updated their curriculum to help pupils understand the dangers of vaping.  
 
Pupils appreciate the ‘worry monsters’ who eat any concerns that they have and the 
teachers who quickly sort the worries out. Pupils know that adults listen to them in 
this school.  
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 In a few foundation subjects, teachers’ subject knowledge is not always strong 

enough to teach the new curriculum as well as leaders intend. They are not as 
sure what to focus on when they check what pupils can do and remember. As a 
result, in these few subjects, pupils do not learn as well as they could. Leaders 
should make sure that staff have the knowledge and confidence they need to 
teach and assess the new curriculum consistently well. 

 Some systems that leaders use to find out how well the school is working do not 
give them the information they need. This means that, sometimes, leaders do not 
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know quickly enough when they need to change policy or practice to make 
further improvements. Leaders should ensure that systems to monitor the 
effectiveness of school improvement are as purposeful, efficient and strategic as 
they can be.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 125023 

Local authority Surrey 

Inspection number 10256285 

Type of school Junior 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 7 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 329 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  David Parker 

Headteacher Steven Scott 

Website www.bcjs.org.uk 

Date of previous inspection 22 and 23 February 2022, under section 
8 of the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 

 At the time of the inspection, an acting deputy headteacher was in post.  

 The school does not currently use any alternative provision.  
 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
 This was the second inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic 

began. Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with leaders 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.  

 Inspectors held meetings with senior leaders, staff and pupils.  

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics, 
history, and art and design. Inspectors spoke to subject leaders, staff and pupils, 
visited lessons and looked at pupils’ work. An inspector heard pupils read to an 
adult from the school.  



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Banstead Community Junior School 

14 and 15 June 2023 6 
 

 

 Inspectors also considered the curriculum, met with subject leaders and looked at 
samples of pupils’ work in some other subjects.  

 The lead inspector met with four members of the governing body, including the 
chair. She held a telephone call with a representative of the local authority.  

 Inspectors reviewed the school’s safeguarding arrangements. This included safer 
recruitment checks and the school’s records of concerns. Inspectors also spoke to 
staff, governors and pupils about safeguarding.  

 The lead inspector reviewed a range of documentation, including leaders’ self- 
evaluation of the school and school improvement plan.  

 Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour throughout the day. They spoke to pupils 
about their views on behaviour in school. Inspectors considered how the school is 
supporting pupils’ personal development.  

 The views of parents were gathered through Ofsted’s online survey, Ofsted Parent 
View, and the associated free-text comments. An inspector spoke with a number 
of parents at the beginning of the school day. They also considered the responses 
to Ofsted’s online survey for staff and pupils.  

 

Inspection team 

 

Lea Hannam, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Diane Charman Ofsted Inspector 

Kirstine Boon Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2023 
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