
Inspection of The Learning Tree 
Nursery School
2A Carlisle Road, Romford, Essex RM1 2QP

Inspection date: 22 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have warm and secure relationships with staff. They and their families 
receive a warm greeting when they arrive at the setting. Parents are welcome to 
stay and settle their children into their learning rooms. This supports children's 
emotional well-being.

Practitioners have high expectations for children's behaviour and conduct. They 
model well and support children to learn good behaviours. For instance, toddlers 
push their chairs in at the table after snack time. They do this with little prompting 
from practitioners. Overall, children communicate kindly with their friends, 
particularly when sharing and turn-taking. They are confident to speak to 
practitioners and visitors. This demonstrates that children are developing good 
social skills.

The managers use additional funding to purchase sensory resources to support the 
individual learning needs of children. They support practitioners to put an 
ambitious educational programme in place which has a focus on supporting 
children's interests and what they need to learn next. For instance, the special 
educational needs coordinator is efficient in her role. She works well in partnership 
with outside agencies and parents. This ensures that children who have special 
educational needs and/or disabilities have educational plans in place to support 
their individual learning needs and their interests. As a result, all children make 
good progress from their starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Practitioners promote children's physical development well. Babies and young 
children have a calm environment for daytime sleeping. They sleep when they 
need to and wake up naturally from their naps. In addition, the chef and 
practitioners understand all children's allergies and dietary requirements. 
Younger children develop their small-muscle skills as they shape and poke play 
dough, older age child manipulate sand and enjoy painting. Outside, children 
balance, climb apparatus and splash in the water trays. As a result, all children 
make good progress in their small- and large-muscle development.

n Practitioners foster the children's love of stories and singing to support the 
development of their language skills. For instance, they sing to babies as they 
change their nappies. Babies laugh and use some single words. This 
demonstrates that children are learning early language skills. 

n Practitioners ensure that materials and resources are available for children to 
use. However, they do not always give them enough time to explore the 
resources. For instance, during some group sessions, children do not have 
enough time to think and communicate their own ideas. This does not fully 
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support children's communication, curiosity and problem-solving skills.  
n Overall, practitioners implement good hygiene routines, such as handwashing 

before mealtimes. However, on occasions, younger children have runny noses 
and staff do not always respond quickly to support them in wiping them or 
encouraging them to wipe their noses themselves. Children are not learning 
about the different ways that germs spread.

n Children are learning about healthy eating, as the staff and practitioners 
promote this well. A market stall is set up with a supply of fruit and children and 
visitors can take a piece of fruit each day when they leave the setting. 

n Managers meet with practitioners to support their knowledge and skills. 
Practitioners complete mandatory training, such as first-aid courses. In addition, 
staff have attended other training, such as manual-handling courses. This 
promotes better care and educational outcomes for children. 

n Parents comment that the managers make them feel valued and listened to. 
They like the settling-in period as it helps them to feel confident and 
knowledgeable about their children's care and learning. 

n Practitioners and managers form good relationships with parents. Children's key 
persons regularly share information with parents about their children's daily 
experiences at the setting. In addition, the managers arrange regular events to 
share ideas about how parents can further support their children's learning at 
home. This helps children to continue to develop well. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers and practitioners demonstrate a good awareness of safeguarding 
practices. They understand the importance of recognising any cause for concern 
about a child. They know how to report any concerns, including allegations against 
those working with children. Practitioners are trained to understand the provider's 
safeguarding policies and procedures. The recruitment and induction of staff is 
thorough, and individual suitability assessments are completed. Effective risk 
assessments are in place to support children and staff to teach and learn in a safe 
environment.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n further develop staff's understanding of how to promote children's 
communication, curiosity and problem-solving by allowing them the time to 
explore and test out their ideas as they play

n strengthen self-help hygiene routines, to ensure that children's care needs are 
consistently met.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2690852

Local authority Havering

Inspection number 10285135

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 118

Number of children on roll 67

Name of registered person Storal Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524868

Telephone number 02081384599

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Learning Tree Nursery School registered in 2022. It is based in Romford, in the 
London Borough of Havering. The nursery is open each weekday, from 8am to 
6pm, all year round. There are 19 members of staff. Fourteen staff members have 
relevant childcare qualifications at level 2 and above. The provider is in receipt of 
funding to provide early years education for children aged two, three and four 
years.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Anne-Marie Giffts-Walker
Katie Smith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n An inspector completed a learning walk with the manager.
n The inspectors spoke with the members of staff at convenient times during the 

inspection.
n The inspectors observed the quality of the education being provided, indoors 

and outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's 
learning. 

n Parents spoke to the inspectors about their children's experiences at the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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