
Inspection of Inn Farm Private Day 
Nursery
Inn Farm, Knotting Road, Melchbourne, BEDFORD MK44 1BE

Inspection date: 1 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

All children thrive and flourish at this outstanding nursery. Children have 
exceptional access to a wide range of experiences and rural opportunities provided 
by the knowledgeable staff. Carefully planned activities ensure that children gain 
an excellent understanding of difference and what makes them unique. All staff 
value every child in the nursery and they promote equality and diversity through 
stories, songs and conversation. 

All children benefit from rich and meaningful learning across the well-thought-out 
curriculum. Children jump and cheer as they work as a team to get a parachute 
into the air, learning that working together is important for success. Staff present 
information clearly to children, promoting in-depth discussion. For example, 
children look at different plants and flowers that are growing, treading carefully 
and showing respect for the environment. They discuss with the staff the 
difference between the types of flowers. 

Babies are extremely well cared for and nurtured. For example, staff gently 
massage babies to help soothe them in readiness for sleep while listening to 
relaxing chime music. This embeds strong sleep routines and makes sleep time a 
calm and smooth experience. Staff promote excellent manners, encouraging 
younger children to say 'please', 'thank you' and 'you're welcome'. Older children 
demonstrate excellent manners to each other and to all staff. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents speak highly of all the staff at the nursery. They comment that staff are 
friendly, warm and go beyond all expectations. Their children love coming to the 
nursery. 

n A strong, well-established and effective key-person system is in place, which 
helps children form positive relationships with staff. The way in which staff 
support children emotionally is exemplary and worth sharing with others.

n The baby room is a clean environment that is calm and nurturing. Babies benefit 
from the surrounding environment through going on daily walks in the 
countryside, safely secured in a pram and carefully attended to by their key 
person.

n Staff always listen attentively and respond appropriately to children. For 
example, when a baby puts their hand out to interact and wave, a member of 
staff notices immediately and waves, saying, 'Hello'. This encourages children's 
early language and communication and makes them feel loved and valued from 
an early age.

n Babies are extremely happy and very comfortable. They babble, giggle and smile 
as they explore the engaging, age-appropriate resources in the baby room, while 
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carefully supervised by the attentive staff.
n Children are highly motivated and eager to join in. Toddlers share and cooperate 

with one another to wash the baby dolls, carefully trying not to splash the water. 
n Healthy eating is very well promoted and children enjoy nutritious and balanced 

meals served at lunchtime. Children relish the opportunity to grow their own 
herbs and pick fruit from the trees. 

n Staff's interactions with children in the nursery are of high quality and contribute 
to delivering the ambitious curriculum. Staff have high expectations of the 
children and use every opportunity to introduce new words. Children are 
exceptionally confident speakers and are developing an impressive vocabulary. 

n Lunchtime is a social part of the day. Babies happily sit facing one another, while 
eating carefully prepared food with spoons. Toddlers enjoy their food and are 
gently encouraged to use their spoon and fork, while pre-school children 
confidently use a knife and fork. The nursery adheres carefully to children's 
dietary requirements.

n The highly engaging curriculum is embedded securely and consistently across 
the nursery. The impact of the curriculum is clearly evident in the pre-school 
room, where children confidently share what they know and can remember. For 
example, they competently describe the process of how water turns to ice 
through freezing it to make an ice lolly.

n Leaders ensure that highly effective and meaningful engagement takes place 
with staff at all levels. Regular supervision meetings ensure that staff are able to 
discuss the important work that they do and how leaders support them. 
Rigorous induction processes ensure that staff are aware of what is expected of 
them.

n The nursery focuses on staff's well-being and has a well-being champion. Staff 
report high levels of support and comment that the nursery is 'a lovely place to 
work'. Leaders work collaboratively with all staff and are very accessible if staff 
have any concerns at all. This means that staff enjoy coming to work and are 
enthusiastic about helping children to thrive.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have an excellent knowledge of safeguarding. Regular training 
and frequent discussions help to keep this knowledge up to date. Staff understand 
their safeguarding roles and are confident in following the nursery's procedures if 
they have concerns about a child. All staff complete safeguarding and child 
protection training. They understand how to recognise and report any concerns 
they may have about a colleague. Staff are aware of safeguarding issues that could 
affect children's welfare, such as exposure to radical ideas and the potential risks 
associated with use of the internet. Staff routinely check all areas of the nursery to 
make sure they are safe for children to use. Leaders use effective systems to 
recruit staff and to ensure their ongoing suitability.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY373261

Local authority Bedford 

Inspection number 10286078

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 85

Number of children on roll 101

Name of registered person Foster-Collier, Kathleen Therese

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911473

Telephone number 07961 291 058

Date of previous inspection 31 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Inn Farm Private Day Nursery registered in 2008 and is situated in Melchbourne, 
Bedford. The nursery employs 25 members of childcare staff. Of these, 22 hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above, including the deputy with 
qualified teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louise Jennings

Inspection report: Inn Farm Private Day Nursery
1 June 2023 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
nursery.

n The manager joined an inspector on a learning walk and talked about their 
curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n A number of parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection, and the 
inspector took account of their views.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.
n Children spoke to the inspector about the activities they were doing.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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