
Inspection of Woodleys Village Day 
Nursery
Hackleton Primary School, Main Road, Northampton NN7 2AB

Inspection date: 15 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children behave extremely well at this welcoming nursery. They confidently share 
their knowledge with visitors about how they feel as they look at emotion cards 
and talk about how a 'monster' changes colours depending on how he feels. 
Children are friendly and have superb bonds with staff. They show they feel safe 
and secure as they happily play alongside staff and seek them out for support 
when needed. Children react positively to staff as they are supported to share and 
take turns. 

Children show high levels of engagement and have a positive attitude towards their 
learning. For example, children enjoy working as a group as they make a pirate 
ship out of old boxes. Staff ask them questions about what they are doing as they 
use their imagination to construct it. Children have many opportunities to develop 
their physical skills. They thoroughly enjoy exploring the inviting garden area. Staff 
encourage children to take risks as they practise climbing a small tree and enjoy 
swinging from the branches. Staff provide a continuous dialogue with children as 
they interact with them. Children learn about letter sounds as they dig for letters in 
the sand and as staff read them stories. This supports their communication and 
language development. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The members of the management team have a clear focus on what they want 
children to learn. Staff are knowledgeable in how they can support their key 
children to progress in their learning. They use children's interests to plan a wide 
variety of stimulating activities. Through observations, they plan children's next 
steps in learning, which helps them to make good progress. 

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) is knowledgeable in her role. 
She is proactive in making timely referrals to other professionals, such as speech 
and language therapists. This enables children to get the early help they need, 
ready for when they move on to school. The SENCo supports staff to deliver 
targeted plans. These plans are also shared and reviewed with parents, which 
keeps them up to date on how their child is developing.

n Staff are enthusiastic in their interactions with children. They continuously 
encourage children to talk about what they are doing and give them ample 
opportunities to share their existing knowledge. For example, as children look at 
the strawberries they have grown, they say they are not ready to eat yet as they 
are still green. However, on occasions, not all staff consistently provide 
opportunities for children to learn at the highest levels. They do not always build 
on what children already know and can do or provide enough challenge in their 
interactions.   

n At lunchtime, the chef discusses with the children what he has cooked for them. 
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He tells children what foods are healthy, such as vegetables, and teaches them 
about pea protein. This supports children to learn about foods that can 
contribute to a healthy diet. Staff encourage children to serve their own food 
and pour their own drinks, and they praise them for using their knives and forks 
correctly. Staff promote positive hygiene routines as children are reminded to 
wash their hands and blow their noses when needed at the 'snuffle' station. 

n Staff encourage children to persevere and keep trying at things they find 
difficult. For example, as children try to pick up a bucket of water to pour down 
a tube, they say they cannot do it. Staff give them encouragement to try again. 
After children succeed, staff praise them for their efforts. This helps to build 
children's resilience and self-esteem. 

n The management team is passionate about the staff's well-being. There is a 
huge focus on upskilling staff to enable them to learn and extend their 
knowledge and skills. For example, staff are supported to complete degree-level 
courses. The members of the management team provide regular supervision and 
carry out observations of staff practice. They allow staff the time to discuss their 
roles and provide feedback on their practice. Staff say that the mental health 
officer looks after their well-being and say that they feel supported by the whole 
management team.

n Parents describe the staff as 'fantastic'. Staff share information with parents 
about what is happening in the nursery. They keep parents informed about their 
child's development via emails and verbal feedback. Support and advice, such as 
guidance on potty training, are provided by staff to help parents continue their 
children's learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand the different types of abuse children can be subjected to, 
including the signs and symptoms of female genital mutilation. The management 
team places a strong emphasis on providing a variety of safeguarding training to all 
staff, including training on the 'Prevent' duty, to keep their knowledge up to date. 
Staff are confident in the procedures to follow should they have concerns about a 
child or adult and know how to escalate concerns. The management team follows 
safer recruitment procedures to ensure that all staff working with children are safe 
to do so. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to consistently provide challenging opportunities for children to 
learn at the highest levels, building on what they already know and can do. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY499102

Local authority West Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10285716

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 10

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 98

Name of registered person Woodleys Farm Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902157

Telephone number 01604 871046 

Date of previous inspection 16 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Woodleys Village Day Nursery registered in 2016 and is located in Northampton. 
The nursery employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold early 
years qualifications at level 3 or above. The manager holds a qualification at level 
6. The nursery is open from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 
8am to 6pm on Monday and Tuesday. On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 
sessions are from 7.30am to 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natalie Vaughan Prosser
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The management team and the inspector had a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between the staff and the children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with a member 

of the management team.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the nursery.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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