
Inspection of Wilsic Road Day Nursery
11 Wilsic Road, Tickhill, Doncaster, South Yorkshire DN11 9JG

Inspection date: 13 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children form strong bonds with staff in this warm and friendly nursery. Babies 
settle smoothly into the nurturing care of experienced staff and make a positive 
start to their learning. Staff work well with parents to understand children's 
interests, needs and routines. Overall, they use this information well to plan, in 
order to help children make good progress and be well prepared for their future 
learning. Children learn to be independent and confident in their play. For instance, 
they design and build their own obstacle courses from wood and tyres to test their 
balancing skills.

Children feel safe and are very well behaved. They rise to staff's high expectations 
and strive to be helpful and considerate to others. For instance, children help to set 
the tables and serve each other with nutritious food at mealtimes and snack times. 
Children learn to take sensible risks and challenge themselves. Parents appreciate, 
for example, how children learn to cross the road safely during their frequent 
nature walks and visits in the local community. Children enjoy the many 
opportunities for physical activity. For example, they sing and dance as they 
accompany themselves with musical instruments, and take part in weekly football 
coaching sessions.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff encourage children to develop an enjoyment of books. Children enjoy 
choosing books on visits to the library. Staff read stories well. However, they do 
not strategically plan to ensure that children experience a wide range of books 
to fully enhance their language skills and knowledge of the world.

n Staff know children well. They identify any gaps or delays in children's learning 
and plan steps to address them. For instance, staff recognised delays in 
children's social development following the restrictions during the COVID-19 
pandemic, or periods of personal trauma. Staff provide many opportunities for 
children, such as visits to local shops, meals at the garden centre and sharing 
games. This helps to develop children's confidence and support them to build 
friendships.

n Staff introduce children to new words as they play, listen to songs and engage in 
creative activities. For example, staff help children to name the parts of the 
dinosaur's body which they create with colourful play dough. For instance, 
children talk about the 'long tail and enormous wings' of the pterodactyl. 
Children, including children who speak English as an additional language, make 
good progress overall in their communication skills.

n Staff help children to develop their physical control and coordination. Children 
are encouraged to make patterns in their water wall and in paints and sand. 
Babies love to immerse themselves in paint, sand and shredded paper. Children 
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use thick and fine paintbrushes and pens in their drawings and paintings. They 
sort coloured rice using scoops, pincers and other tools. These skills help to 
develop their hand and arm muscles and support their early writing skills.

n Staff promote children's good behaviour and personal development well. Staff 
successfully encourage children to say please and thank you throughout their 
play and snack times. They help children to make decisions. For instance, they 
use picture charts and other visual clues to help children who lack confidence or 
are non-verbal to choose what to do next and reflect on their experiences.

n The well-qualified and experienced manager inspires her team of staff to strive 
for high standards. She is ably supported by her deputy manager and the room 
leads. The manager makes good use of training and supervision arrangements 
to develop staff's skills and knowledge. For example, two members of staff are 
working towards an early years degree and their experiences have contributed 
positively to developing the nursery's curriculum. 

n Parents very strongly recommend the nursery. They appreciate the warmth of 
the staff and the thorough communication which they receive daily on each 
child's progress and experiences.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of the signs that children may be at risk of abuse or 
neglect. They understand how to record and report their concerns. The designated 
safeguarding lead regularly checks and updates their knowledge through staff 
meetings and quizzes. Staff know the relevant agencies to inform to make sure 
that the correct and timely action is taken. They have a positive understanding of a 
range of safeguarding concerns, including protecting children from extreme views 
and county lines. Staff are vigilant and ensure that children play in a safe and 
secure environment, indoors and outside.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on children's experiences with books to promote their language skills 
further and awareness of the world.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 318125

Local authority Doncaster 

Inspection number 10289481

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 80

Name of registered person Draper, Sundarambal Mariaye

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906794

Telephone number 01302 742629

Date of previous inspection 27 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Wilsic Road Day Nursery registered in 2001 and is located in Doncaster. The 
nursery employs 18 members of childcare staff, of whom, 15 hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3 and above, including two at level 5 and two at level 
6. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays 
and a week at Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am to 6pm. The nursery is in 
receipt of funding for early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Andrew Clark
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the manager and room leaders to 
review children's learning experiences.

n The manager and the inspector conducted a joint observation of children's 
activities.

n The inspector discussed the management and organisation of the nursery with 
the manager and reviewed relevant documents.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector held discussions and reviewed written evidence to seek the views 

of parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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