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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy in this nursery. Staff are attentive to each child's needs and are
caring and nurturing towards them. This helps children to feel safe and secure in
their care. Children enjoy playing with their peers. For example, two-year-old
children play imaginative games in little alcoves that staff organise for them. They
use books to tell each other stories and blankets to cover themselves, and they role
play nap time. Children practise their skills and coordination. They work out how to
pour water from long-spouted cans into bottles and explore filling and emptying
various sized containers. Children happily do things for themselves, for example,
putting on their own aprons and hanging them up on pegs when they have
finished.

Children behave well. They learn to take turns with their peers, waiting their turn
while they play organised games with staff. Children know the behaviours that are
expected of them. For example, in pre-school, they quote their golden values of
using manners and being kind. Children are eager to be involved in activities and
enjoy learning. They gain the skills and knowledge they need to prepare them for
the next stages in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The curriculum is ambitious and clearly sequenced to help children continually
build on their learning and make continuous progress. Staff make good use of
observation and assessment information to help them to decide what children
need to learn next. Staff provide activities and experiences that ignite children's
interests and engage them in learning that builds on what they already know
and can do.

B Staff promote speech and language generally well. Children enjoy familiar stories
read by staff who bring the story to life. Younger children are keen to fill in the
gaps that staff leave as they tell the story. However, staff often ask questions
that require only one-word responses and, at times, respond for them. This does
not then enable children the opportunities to use their emerging vocabulary and
communication skills with time to understand, think about and respond with
their own ideas.

m Children have ample opportunities to exert their energy while developing their
physical skills. For example, they increase their ball skills, passing the ball to
their peers in a range of ways. They climb and balance on varied structures, and
they enjoy play while using a range of wheeled toys.

m All children become increasingly independent. For example, babies confidently
select the resources that interest them. They learn to feed themselves with
increasing skill while older children perfect their skills and feed themselves with
the use of cutlery. Older children manage their personal care needs with
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increasing competence.

m Children develop positive friendships with their peers and begin to play
cooperatively together. They lead their own learning and begin to problem solve
with little support needed from staff. For example, they arrange chairs and
gather resources to play an imaginative game of packing up the car to go on a
long journey. Some arrange the food for the trip. As other children want to join
in, staff help to add more chairs, and children continue with their game.

m Children are keen to help tidy away and know where toys belong. Babies put
toys into nearby boxes, and children file their drawings in their drawers.
However, the routines before lunch, particularly for pre-school children, mean
that children wait at the table for an extended period of time before they eat.
This does not then enable children to remain engaged in purposeful play and
learning experiences.

B Leaders and managers ensure that staff receive the training and support they
need to enable them to fulfil their roles effectively. Staff comment on how well
supported they feel and say how much they enjoy working in the nursery.
Leaders make use of their self-evaluation and reflect with staff and managers on
how to continually enhance the provision for children.

B Parents speak very highly about the nursery and the staff. They say they know
their children are well cared for. Parents say they are kept well informed about
their child's care and learning progress. They comment on how much their
children enjoy attending and how well the staff know their children.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders, managers and staff understand their responsibilities to protect children
from harm. They know signs and symptoms that indicate a child may be at risk of
abuse. Staff understand to report their concerns and know how to escalate their
concerns if required. This includes in the event of concerns about the conduct of a
colleague in their work with children. Procedures for recruitment are robust. This
includes the background checks that must be carried out to ensure the ongoing
suitability of staff working in the nursery. Routine checks are made on the premises
to ensure that they are safe for children to attend.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W provide opportunities for children to use their vocabulary and communication
skills with the use of more open questions and give time for children to
understand, think about and respond with their own ideas

B review and amend the routines for children before lunch, particularly for the pre-
school children, to enable them to remain engaged for longer periods of time in
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purposeful play and learning experiences.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY444225

Warwickshire

10297097

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Full day care
Oto 4

117
172
The Midcounties Co-Operative Limited

RP900862

01926 430002
29 November 2019

Information about this early years setting

Little Pioneers Nursery & Pre-School, Leamington Spa registered in 2012. The
nursery employs 36 members of childcare staff. Of these, 26 hold appropriate early
years qualifications at level 2 or above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday,
all year around. Sessions are from 7.30am to 6.30pm. The nursery provides funded
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzanne Taylor
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss
the organisation and intent of the curriculum and how the environment is
arranged.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching throughout the inspection and
considered the impact this has on children's learning. A joint evaluation of the
quality of teaching during two activities took place between the manager and
the inspector.

B The inspector spoke to parents at appropriate times and took account of their
views of the setting.

B The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times during the
inspection.

B The inspector held a meeting with the leaders and the manager, and they
discussed how the setting is organised. The inspector reviewed relevant
documentation, including evidence of the suitability of staff working in the
setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: Little Pioneers Nursery & Pre-School, Leamington Spa 7
13 June 2023


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

