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The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children delight in all aspects of their play in this positive and nurturing setting.
They happily wave goodbye to their parents and excitedly access the resources in
the environment. They have built loving bonds with the staff and proudly smile as
staff praise them for their achievements. Children are happy and feel safe.

Children spend a large proportion of their day outside. They access a range of
stimulating and challenging resources that spark their curiosity and sense of awe
and wonder. Children experiment by placing long tubes at different angles. They
work out how to get balls to travel all the way through. Staff encourage children to
make links in their learning through comparing the different experiences that they
are exposed to. As children cut into butter, they recall previously cutting pieces of
wood to make a fire. They compare the textures, saying, 'The butter is softer and it
is melting in the sun.' Children are keen to apply the knowledge that they have
been taught previously. They carefully watch the bees on the flowers and explain
to visitors how the bees show each other which way to go. Children are developing
their understanding of the world around them.

Children are independent and interact positively with each other. They focus for
long periods during self-initiated play and negotiate with their friends. Children
independently share resources and take turns with minimal support from staff. On
the rare occasions when children do require support to resolve minor conflicts, staff
calmly help them. Children are taught that it is important to look after yourself,
each other and the environment. Staff and children frequently refer to these rules
throughout the day. Children behave well and treat each other with respect.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children's language and communication skills are given high priority by all staff.
Leaders engage with specialist professionals to ensure that children's speech
development needs are identified early and support is put in place. Staff engage
in meaningful conversations with children and model a range of high-level
vocabulary. Staff use resources in the environment to encourage children to
speak. For example, staff put their ear to the end of a pipe as children speak to
them through it. All children, including children with special educational needs
and/or disabilities, are making good progress in their language and
communication.

m Children's physical development is extremely well supported. Children have
many opportunities to build on their physical skills and strength. They lift
themselves up to swing, confidently climb trees and use a wheelbarrow to move
rocks and logs. Children develop the small muscles in their hands as they use a
fork to strip the elderflowers off a branch to make an elderflower cake. They use
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hammers to remove the pigment from flowers to make prints on material.
Children's progress in physical development is promoted well.

W Staff evoke children's excitement and interest in books. Children listen intently
as staff read aloud to them. They enjoy finding out new information from books.
As they explore toy insects, they locate them in the book, saying, 'There it is, a
stag beetle.' Children choose to sit under a tree, sharing stories with their
friends. Children are making good progress in their early literacy skills.

B Leaders have designed an ambitious and broad curriculum that prepares children
well for the next stage of their education. Overall, children make good progress
in their learning, and remember what they have been taught. However, staff are
not always confident to use their interactions with children to address
misconceptions. They do not consistently build on children's knowledge and
skills, so that children make the highest levels of progress in all areas of the
curriculum.

B Staff provide parents with detailed feedback about their child. This includes
information about children's progress and ideas for extending their learning at
home. Parents feel that staff know their children well and are attentive to their
needs. They say that their children have grown in confidence and are proud to
share at home what they have learned in the setting. Partnership with parents is
effective in supporting continuity of care and education.

B Leaders are passionate about teaching children how to make healthy lifestyle
choices. Staff talk to parents about healthy eating practices, which supports
them in providing nutritious foods for their children to eat at lunchtime. Children
spend most of their day being physically active in the fresh air outside. They are
beginning to understand what it means to be healthy.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders have addressed the actions raised at the last inspection. Changes have
been made to keep children safe, with particular regard to ensuring that the setting
is secure. Leaders ensure that staff are deployed effectively so that children are
always supervised. All staff demonstrate a secure understanding of how to identify
and manage risks. They carry out frequent checks on all aspects of the provision to
ensure that it remains safe for children. Staff have a good knowledge and
understanding of safeguarding. They know the signs that might lead them to be
concerned about a child's welfare and how to report these concerns.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W support staff to use their interactions with children to promote the highest levels
of progress in all aspects of their learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2654388

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10277357

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
e e
Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 3t 9

Total number of places 19

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person Larksfoot CIC

Telephone number 07877388034

Date of previous inspection 10 January 2023

Information about this early years setting
Larksfoot CIC registered in 2021. It operates from Leighton Hall in Carnforth. The

setting opens from Tuesday to Thursday, term time only, from 9am until 4pm. The
setting offers holiday care in the school holidays from 10am until 3pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Liz Dayton
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

m Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.

B Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

B The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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