
Inspection of Big Teds Nursery Ltd
Sompting Village School, White Styles Road, Sompting, West Sussex BN15 0BU

Inspection date: 9 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled at this inviting and friendly nursery. Staff greet 
them with welcoming smiles and inspire children's thinking as they offer them 
suggestions for their morning activities. Children enjoy exploring their senses as 
they play with cornflour and water. They use a range of tools to scoop and stir the 
mixture. Staff promote children's creative thinking as they provide them with 
different animals and vehicles so they can observe the marks they are making.

Children explain the exciting photographs on the wall, describing their knowledge 
of the different families that are displayed. Staff provide them with this opportunity 
to build on their communication skills. For example, the children continue to 
discuss the different pets or siblings that their friends have at home. Children are 
engaged in conversations, as they learn about differences and similarities between 
themselves and others.

Leaders and staff implement an ambitious curriculum that builds on children's 
knowledge. For example, when children are excitedly drawing ladders with chalk 
outside, staff engage with them and pretend to walk up the ladders together. They 
recognise the opportunity to extend this learning for some children, by offering 
them a dice. Children then match the number of steps they take with the number 
on the dice. Mathematical learning is promoted well and children are absorbed in 
their activity.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide children with plenty of opportunities to build on their conversation 
skills. For example, during make-believe tea parties, staff model clear language 
and introduce words such as 'delicious' to build on children's vocabularies. 
Children become thoroughly involved in the game and giggle with delight as 
they play together. 

n Children enjoy looking at a range of different books and texts during their play. 
For example, children who are playing a 'vet' game, look at recipe books as they 
make special medicines to make their animals better. Children frequently have 
stories read to them throughout the day. Furthermore, when children explain 
that the plants they are growing need sunlight and water, they find a gardening 
book to enhance their knowledge further. Children are highly involved in their 
learning and are developing a keen interest in reading.

n Staff know all the children well and can clearly explain their key children's stage 
of development. Leaders work well together to support staff in identifying any 
gaps in children's learning. When children have special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, leaders work closely with other professionals, for example speech 
and language therapists, to implement certain strategies. This supports children 
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in achieving best outcomes in their learning. 
n Children have good levels of respect for one another and are beginning to 

understand the importance of sharing and taking turns. At times, behavioural 
expectations for children are not always clear. For example, some children are 
asked not to run inside, but this is not consistently implemented or explained. As 
a result, children do not fully understand certain rules and, therefore, do not 
follow them. 

n Children are highly independent. They tend to most of their personal care needs 
themselves. Children wash and dry their hands with confidence before 
mealtimes and easily collect their bags ready for lunch. Staff support children as 
they confidently ask for help when they need it. Children are building important 
skills ready for their next stage of learning. 

n Parents explain that their children are always happy when they arrive at and 
leave the nursery. Parents know they can easily communicate with staff at pick-
up or drop-off times if they need to. However, they are not always clear about 
what their children are working towards. Therefore, parents cannot build on this 
learning at home. This does not promote children's progress as much as 
possible. 

n Staff support children in building confidence with their larger physical 
movements. They climb and balance on large beams, closely supported by staff, 
who offer praise and encouragement. Children are excited as they learn new 
skills and begin to understand how to manage risks for themselves. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders implement a robust safeguarding policy which is regularly reviewed and 
updated when necessary. Staff have sound knowledge of how to identify signs or 
symptoms which might be an indication that a child has become victim to abuse. 
They know the procedure they must follow to report this. Staff receive regular 
training to keep their knowledge relevant. They can identify symptoms of gender-
based violence, such as female genital mutilation. Staff are confident of the local 
authority reporting procedure they must follow should they ever have a concern 
about an adult working with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review how rules are explained and implemented, so they can be consistently 
understood by children 

n strengthen communication with parents about children's progress, to promote 
children's learning at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY432834

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10279812

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 4

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Big Teds Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904596

Telephone number 07879 625 188

Date of previous inspection 22 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

Big Teds Nursery Ltd registered in 2007. The nursery operates from the Sompting 
Village Primary School in Sompting, near Lancing, West Sussex. It is open every 
weekday from 8.45am to 3.15pm, during term time only. The nursery receives free 
early education funding for children aged three and four years. There are four 
members of staff, three of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications 
between level 3 and level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicola Houston
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: Big Teds Nursery Ltd
9 June 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

