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Inspection date: 12 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show that they feel safe and secure in staff's care. When younger children 
become unsettled as visitors enter the playroom, they are quickly comforted and 
given reassurance from staff. They soon settle and are keen to engage in learning. 
Older children use staff member's names to get their attention before showing 
them their achievements. For example, children show staff how they can push play 
dough through a tube. Staff praise children for their efforts, helping to raise their 
self-esteem. Children know the routine of the day. This helps them to know what is 
expected of them. For example, when staff ring a bell, children happily stop what 
they are doing, wiggle their fingers and wait for staff's instructions. 

Younger children are supported by staff to develop their hand-eye coordination. 
They copy staff to build towers using foam bricks, placing them carefully on top of 
each other. Older children are supported by staff to develop their understanding of 
numbers. They are asked to recognise, match and count numbers in the correct 
order to 10. Children show that they remember previous learning. For example, 
when older children play in water, they use different containers to fill and empty. 
They identify that the containers are either metal or plastic. This knowledge is from 
previous discussions with staff about recycling different materials. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff use the curriculum to support children's learning. One 
example of this is when they plan activities for children to develop their 
knowledge of people who help them. Staff provide opportunities for children to 
use toy emergency  vehicles in their play. Children use chalks and paint to draw 
pictures of fires. Staff give them water sprays to pretend to put out the fire. This 
helps to develop their imagination.

n Staff provide children with experiences to broaden their knowledge of the local 
community. For example, they take them on walks to the park to learn about 
nature. Children go with staff for weekly visits to the library, helping to develop 
their love of books.  

n Overall, staff support children's communication skills well. For example, they talk 
to children when they play alongside them. Staff plan group times to encourage 
children to sit, listen and follow instructions. However, occasionally staff working 
with the younger children do not consistently name the objects children play 
with correctly. This does not fully support their early understanding of words.

n Children who have special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported 
well. Staff share information about children's development with other early years 
settings they also attend. Targeted plans are developed jointly and implemented 
to help children progress in their development. 

n Children behave well. They receive gentle reminders from staff to use good 

Inspection report: Rascals
12 June 2023 2



manners and to be polite. When children struggle to express their thoughts, staff 
talk to them about words they can use. For example, when a younger child 
takes a number card that an older child is playing with, staff talk to the older 
child about using their words, such as 'Please can I have it?' 

n Staff provide parents with a termly summary showing their child's progress. This 
helps to keep them informed about what children are learning. However, staff 
do not offer all parents ideas and suggestions about how they can continue their 
children's learning at home. This will provide more consistency in supporting 
their development. 

n Since the COVID-19 pandemic, the manager identifies that children need further 
support to be independent. So, staff provide children with opportunities to 
complete tasks on their own. Children take off their outdoor shoes when they 
arrive. They are asked to pour their own drinks and serve themselves food at 
meal and snack times. 

n The manager and staff work closely together to create a culture of support for 
each other. Discussions take place at meetings with the manager to help staff to 
reflect on their practice. The manager asks staff for feedback about herself to 
help reflect on her own practice. Staff say that they feel supported with their 
well-being. 

n Staff support children's literacy skills well. They read them stories about oral 
health to help them understand the role of a dentist. Older children learn the 
sounds that represent the letters of the alphabet.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff support children to understand how they can keep themselves safe. For 
example, they talk to children about road safety when they walk with them in the 
street. Children say that they need to stop at the sign and to look and listen for 
cars before they cross the road. Staff promote children's safety when they play 
outdoors in hot weather. They apply sun cream and ensure that all children wear a 
hat. The manager and staff work closely with agencies to promote children's 
safety. They know how to identify signs of abuse and where to report their 
concerns. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to use the correct name for objects younger children play with to 
support their early understanding of words

n offer ideas and suggestions to support all parents to continue their children's 
learning at home. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY377471

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10285421

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 10

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person MacFarlane, Sally Louise

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907937

Telephone number 01469 560068

Date of previous inspection 5 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Rascals registered in 2008 and is situated in Keelby, Grimsby, North Lincolnshire. 
The nursery employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, two at level 6 and one who holds 
qualified teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. 
Sessions are from 7am until 7pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider has received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed how she implements the curriculum. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, both indoors 
and outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n Children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She reviewed relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery. 
n Parents and other professionals shared their views of the nursery with the 

inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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