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What is it like to attend this school?

Across Walker Primary School there is warmth, ambition and a real sense of
community. Leaders have the highest expectations of all pupils, including those with
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Pupils enjoy coming to school
every day and learning a wide range of subjects. Most pupils achieve well, especially
in English, mathematics and science.

Pupils’ behaviour is exemplary in lessons and all around the school. The school is
calm, and disruptions to learning are rare. Leaders promote the school’s values well.
For instance, staff encourage pupils to be respectful and to help each other. Leaders
ensure that pupils are safe.

Leaders make sure pupils have exceptional opportunities to develop their characters.
They support pupils to take on many leadership roles across the school, such as
reading champions. Adults have implemented a remarkably rich ethos of cooperation
and harmony across the school. For instance, children from Reception through to
Year 6 all play together happily in the same playground at breaktimes. Pupils look
after each other here.

Pupils are polite and very friendly to adults. Parents and carers appreciate the caring
and nurturing environment at the school.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have prioritised the development of the curriculum. They ensure that staff
develop into subject experts in most subjects. In early years, leaders’ curricular
thinking is well developed across all areas of learning. Teachers know children well
and plan learning for them carefully. For example, teachers provide children with
regular opportunities to practise counting, calculating and investigating. As a result,
children are fully prepared for Year 1. Leaders have designed an ambitious
curriculum, which matches or exceeds the national curriculum in many subjects.
However, in a few subjects, teaching does not ensure that pupils develop their
understanding securely.

Typically, teaching builds on pupils’ prior knowledge and understanding effectively.
For example, in mathematics, the modelling of mathematical language by teachers
helps pupils to use a range of vocabulary accurately. Teachers use questioning well
to check pupils’” understanding. They address any misconceptions in a timely way. In
a few subjects, leaders do not use assessment information precisely. This means
that leadership in some subjects does not check pupils’ learning as well as it could.

The teaching of reading is a strength. Children in the early years learn phonics as
soon as they start school. Teachers use assessment accurately to identify where
pupils may be starting to fall behind. They ensure that they support any pupils
quickly so that they keep up with their reading skills. Throughout the school, leaders
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use books that are well matched to pupils” ability. Some pupils speak with great
enthusiasm about the book vending machine. They like to choose high-quality texts
as a reward for good behaviour and achievement.

There is a strong, welcoming culture at this school. Most pupils learn British Sign
Language. Leaders consider the needs of pupils with SEND in every aspect of school
life. Adults support pupils with SEND to access the full curriculum in every subject.
This allows them to work alongside their peers and to make progress successfully.

Pupils receive an exceptional offer around their wider personal development.
Leaders have structured personal, social, health and economic education so that it is
woven throughout the curriculum. Pupils take part in regular debates and
discussions. Teachers encourage pupils to learn about and show respect to different
faiths and cultures. Pupils take their responsibilities seriously. For example, through
their work as playground buddies and digital leaders, pupils help others to stay safe
online.

The behaviour of pupils is impressive. Bullying is not a concern for pupils in this
school. Classrooms and corridors are calm and orderly, and no time is lost in lessons.
Pupils’ behaviour in the playground is equally exemplary. Pupils of all ages play
together in a joyful and considerate manner.

Trustees of the multi-academy trust have a clear understanding of the priorities
facing the school. The local governing body knows its community well. There are
clear lines of accountability through which school leaders are challenged and
supported.

Staff are very supportive of improvements made by the new leadership team and
are proud to work at the school. Staff and subject leaders comment on how senior
leaders are continually improving the curriculum and wider provision offered to
pupils. Leaders take the impact of workload on staff seriously.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that there is a strong culture of safeguarding throughout the school.
Staff are well trained to recognise when pupils and their families may need help.
Leaders take swift action to ensure that support and help for families is in place at
the right time.

Leaders work well with external agencies. They make sure that safeguarding records
are rigorous and well maintained. The trust and governing body have strong
oversight of safeguarding in the school.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Leaders have recently implemented a range of new approaches to the curriculum
in some foundation subjects. Teaching in these subjects does not ensure that
pupils have opportunities to develop secure knowledge. Leaders should continue
their work to plan, review and refine the changes they have made to the
curriculum so that pupils build knowledge consistently well in all subjects.

B |eaders’ use of summative assessment in a few subjects does not identify
curriculum endpoints precisely. This means that subject leaders are not
sufficiently clear about the impact of the curriculum on pupils’ learning in these
subjects. Leaders should ensure that all subject leaders sharpen assessment and
monitoring systems so that they can evaluate the impact of the curriculum in
these subjects effectively.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as

part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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Not previously inspected

m Walker Primary School is a two-form entry school in Enfield. The school converted
to become an academy school in April 2019. It is part of the Ivy Learning Trust.
When its predecessor school, Walker Primary School, was last inspected by Ofsted
in November 2018, it was judged to be good.

B The headteacher and deputy headteacher were both appointed in September

2022.

B The school uses no alternative providers.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education

Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
school and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

W Inspectors met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher and other school
leaders. They held meetings with the chair of the board of trustees, the chief
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executive officer of the Ivy Academy Trust, and representatives of the local
academy governing body, including the chair.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics,
history, physical education and religious education. For each deep dive, inspectors
met with subject leaders, considered the curriculum, visited a sample of lessons,
spoke to teachers and pupils, and looked at samples of pupils’ work.

B Inspectors considered the curriculum in other subjects.

B Inspectors reviewed a wide range of documentation related to safeguarding. This
included the record of pre-employment checks.

B Inspectors met with parents at the start of the school day and considered the
views of parents, pupils and staff, including through responses to Ofsted’s
surveys.

Inspection team

Sean Flood, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Joel Sager Ofsted Inspector
Lando Du Plooy Ofsted Inspector
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*HK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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