
Inspection of Footprints Preschool
Parish Office, St Pauls Church, Addlestone KT15 1TB

Inspection date: 7 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and excited for their day in the setting. They are greeted by 
friendly staff and separate from their parents and guardians with ease. Children 
confidently explore the environment and the activities set out for them. Staff know 
the children well and plan around their interests. This means that children show 
consistently high levels of engagement in activities and benefit from a curriculum 
that provides them with enriching experiences. Children work well independently 
and in small groups. 

Staff have high expectations for children's learning and behaviour and are good 
role models. Children demonstrate that they feel safe and secure and understand 
what is expected of them. They show positive attitudes to their learning. They 
listen, follow instructions and their behaviour is good. They respond well to praise 
and are proud to show their achievements. 

Children benefit from regular time outdoors where they build on physical skills, 
such as balancing and coordination. They excitedly ride bicycles with their friends 
and use chalk to draw large pictures on the floor. Younger children happily join in 
with the actions to songs and rhymes. Older children learn about healthy lifestyles 
and the benefits of healthy eating and regular exercise. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has created a meaningful curriculum. Staff follow children's 
interests when choosing topics and planning activities. They provide a good 
balance of free-play and adult-led activities. These are planned to meet the 
needs of children of different abilities. Staff have regular supervisions and 
complete training to help support them within their job roles.

n Staff observe children and plan the next steps in their learning well. They 
communicate well with each other to support children's on-going care and 
learning needs. Staff work closely with other professionals to support children 
who have special educational needs and/or disabilities. This helps to ensure that 
all children make good progress.  

n Parents praise the staff for the warm and welcoming environment they create 
for the children. They report that their children are excited to attend. A weekly 
learning newsletter helps parents know what their children have been doing 
during the week and to support home learning. However, at times, staff use 
systems for sharing information that are difficult for some parents to access, 
such as through their websites. This means, on occasion, information is not 
easily available to all parents. 

n Older children benefit from daily routines that support their self-care and 
independence. For example, children independently wash their hands for lunch, 
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they pour their own drinks and feed themselves. However, at times, routines for 
the youngest of children are not as well planned. For example, on occasion, 
babies have to wait a long time for their milk due to it arriving too hot, and are 
interrupted abruptly for snack while happily enjoying singing.

n Staff support children's mathematical development well. Older children show 
pride as they use bricks to measure the length of different sea creatures. They 
confidently use language such as bigger, smaller, less and more. Younger 
children excitedly count the legs on a toy spider and add the correct number of 
legs to a chalk spider that staff draw on the garden floor. 

n Children learn about leading a healthy lifestyle. Staff plan opportunities to teach 
them about healthy eating and children are physically active throughout the day. 
Younger children excitedly join in with action rhymes and songs. Older children 
develop new skills in the garden, such as balancing, using a range of different 
equipment.  

n Staff support children's speech and language well. They use different methods 
to support children's individual needs with communication. For example, children 
learn Makaton signs to help them communicate. Children use good 
communication and language skills throughout their play and learning. They call 
their friends and talk about games they would like to play. They discuss the 
different options and agree the role each of them will have.

n Children show a love of books throughout the preschool. Younger children 
choose books to look at independently. They show delight when looking at the 
pictures and pointing to their favourite animals. Older children excitedly join in 
with storytelling. Staff stop at each page to give the children time to talk about 
what is happening and what could happen next. They encourage children to 
make up their own stories and use their imagination. 

n Children learn about the world around them. Staff teach the children about 
recycling and the importance of keeping the oceans clean. During a story about 
sea life, children recall an activity they completed to separate different recyclable 
materials. They talk about the harm these can cause if they end up in the seas 
and oceans. Children recently enjoyed hatching chicks. They learned about the 
life cycle and how to care for them.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities in regard to safeguarding. They are able to discuss signs that may 
indicate a child is at risk of harm or abuse. They know how to report concerns 
about children or adults and the agencies to contact. Staff complete regular 
training to keep their knowledge up to date about safeguarding concerns, such as 
county lines and the 'Prevent' duty. Risk assessments help ensure the safety of 
children during their time at the setting. These are reviewed and updated regularly, 
including when incidents arise. Robust recruitment procedures are in place and 
adhered to, ensuring that all staff are suitable to work with children.
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What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the organisation of daily routines to support the youngest children, 
ensuring consistency in their care routines and learning

n review and improve arrangements for making sure all parents can easily access 
any relevant information about the pre-school.

Inspection report: Footprints Preschool
7 June 2023 4



Setting details
Unique reference number EY491302

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10290242

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 67

Name of registered person Footprints Preschool

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534745

Telephone number 07773813569

Date of previous inspection 19 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

Footprints Preschool re-registered in 2015 following a change to a limited company. 
It operates from a church hall in Addlestone, Surrey. A team of 13 staff work with 
the children. Of these, one holds a level 4 qualification, four hold an appropriate 
early years qualification at level 3 and two hold a qualification at level 2. The 
manager holds a level 6 qualification. One member of staff is employed to manage 
domestic duties. The pre-school operates Monday to Friday, during term time, 
between 8am and 4pm. The pre-school is in receipt of funding for early education 
for children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky Butler
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.
n Parents and carers shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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