
Inspection of Grange Link Club
c/o The Grange School, The Caretakers House, Latham Avenue, RUNCORN, 
Cheshire WA7 5DX

Inspection date: 12 June 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Met



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children settle quickly on arrival and are happy to greet their friends. They interact 
positively with staff, responding easily to their gentle humour. Children have a 
strong sense of belonging and have developed strong attachments with staff, who 
many know well from working in school. These relationships help children to feel 
safe and secure. Staff are good role models and have clear and consistent 
expectations for children's behaviour. Children resolve minor conflicts themselves 
and play well together. Children understand that resources are shared and that 
they need to take turns. Children say that they play with friends from their own 
class and from other classes when at the club.

Staff create a warm and welcoming environment, where children demonstrate high 
levels of confidence and independence. Children happily engage in discussions with 
their friends and are keen to take part in the broad range of activities that staff 
provide. For example, they remind each other of rules when playing games or use 
their imagination well as they build with construction games. They enjoy playing 
outside, benefiting from fresh air and exercise and develop good physical skills. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The club caters well for the wide age range of children that attend. Staff plan 
and rotate activities for children. They offer children imaginative play, role play, 
building, drawing and games, as well as craft activities. In addition, staff 
encourage children to contribute their ideas, so that they feel valued and 
included.

n Staff listen to children engaging in their lively conversations. They encourage 
discussions about children's families and their communities. They learn about 
what children experience away from the setting. This supports staff in knowing 
children well and being able to meet their needs more effectively. Staff talk to 
children about the hot weather and how important it is to stay hydrated. 
Children understand that they need to keep cool and stay in the shade if they 
feel too warm.

n Staff talk to children about their overall health and take children's allergies or 
dietary requirements into account. They display these prominently to ensure that 
staff remember what children can eat. They remind children about routines, 
such as brushing their teeth. They talk to children about food that is good for 
them. However, staff do not consistently encourage children to make healthy 
choices. For example, while snacks are generally healthy, staff do not always 
reinforce messages about food that is not good for them, particularly sugary 
snacks.

n Children are encouraged to be physically active. They enjoy lots of time in the 
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outdoor playground. Children have opportunities to run, play on scooters and 
bikes or take part in group activities, such as the parachute game. They 
experience the benefits that exercise has on their bodies and release energy.

n Children are confident to interact with unfamiliar people and talk confidently to 
visitors about their favourite activities. They show what they have made with a 
sense of pride and achievement. For example, children play with bubbles 
outside. Staff skilfully show children how to blow hard and softly to make the 
bubbles. Children spin around in circles to generate lots of bubbles, they squeal 
and jump with delight. Children are good communicators. 

n The staff team places high priority on making the club an inclusive environment. 
All children are welcomed and valued. Staff provide effective support for children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. They work together with 
teachers and parents to ensure that all children's needs are met.

n Parents are very positive about the out-of-school club. They value the service 
that staff provide and comment how much they rely upon it. Parents state that 
they feel their children are safe and well cared for. They comment that their 
children thoroughly enjoy coming to the club and the range of activities that 
staff provide.

n Staff work well together. There are daily debriefs and regular meetings, where 
they discuss what has worked well. They say they feel happy and supported at 
work. The manager meets with staff to discuss their roles and is seeking further 
training to enhance their professional development.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of how to protect children from harm. They know 
how to identify and report their concerns about how to keep children safe. All staff 
attend regular training to ensure that their safeguarding knowledge is up to date. 
Staff understand the process to follow if they have a concern regarding a 
colleague. The club has its own secure area within the school site. Staff 
communicate effectively with school staff. They gather important information about 
children's individual needs each day. This helps them to recognise potential risks to 
children's health or emotional well-being. Staff monitor who enters the area well. 
Risks to children are minimised and their safety is well considered. For example, 
the manager is vigilant and monitors children's movements from inside to outside 
play. She reminds staff to re-deploy themselves where necessary.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY460239

Local authority Halton

Inspection number 10295242

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 12

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 65

Name of registered person Kay, Tracy Elizabeth

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905607

Telephone number 07984817350

Date of previous inspection 6 December 2017

Information about this early years setting

Grange Link Club registered in 2013. It is owned and managed by an individual. 
The club employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate 
early years qualifications, two at level 2 and three at level 3 and one holds qualified 
teacher status. The club opens from Monday to Friday all year round, except for 
bank holidays and a week at Christmas. During term time, sessions are from 
7.40am until 8.40am and 3pm until 6pm from Monday to Thursday. The club closes 
at 5.30pm every Friday. During the school holidays, sessions are from 8am until 
6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzy Marsh

Inspection report: Grange Link Club
12 June 2023 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises. 

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection about their roles and how they 
support children. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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