
Inspection of Little Bird's Nest Pre-
school
St Annes Church Hall, Nursery Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5JG

Inspection date: 8 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children exude confidence and are self-assured. They benefit greatly from the 
close relationships they have with staff. Staff arrive early each day and set up the 
hall, in readiness for children's arrival. Children enter and quickly involve 
themselves in play and exploration. They are keen and eager learners. Children's 
laughter permeates the small and welcoming pre-school. They explore the carefully 
chosen and captivating activities, that support them to develop their skills and 
knowledge.

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. Children behave well. They 
know what is expected of them and follow the pre-school's rules. Children stop 
when they hear the bell jingle. They eagerly anticipate a change in routine. 
Children have a strong sense of belonging and are emotionally secure and content. 
They share and take turns, and are positive role models themselves. For example, 
older children kindly remind younger children to wait in line. Children use good 
manners and listen to what staff say to them.

Children delight in exploring the outdoor environment. They use binoculars and 
peer into the bushes hunting for 'a tiger', during pretend play. Children 
demonstrate early mathematical awareness. They correctly use mathematical 
language, such as 'heavy', 'full' and 'empty', during an enjoyable water-play 
session. Children excitedly fill containers and jump out of the way when the water 
spills out of the water tray.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's communication and language skills are developing well. They talk 
about the features of their environment. For example, children articulately tell 
the group about the area they live in. During the conversation children share 
their own experiences. They discuss their local community and where they are 
from. Staff encourage this conversation and children share that they will soon 
move house. They delight in telling the group about the new area they are 
moving to.  

n Staff prioritise children's emotional well-being. Staff help children to learn 
positive behaviours and to understand their emotions. Children are kind and 
considerate of others. They tell their friends, they can use the binoculars next. 
Staff and children enjoy relaxing yoga and well-being sessions. Children stretch 
their bodies into animal shapes. Staff use incense burners to support the calming 
strategies and techniques that children are taught.  

n Children develop awareness of healthy lifestyles. They particularly enjoy a 
toothbrushing session. Children vigorously clean marks off 'teeth', until they are 
shiny and white. Children are aware to make good food choices. They 
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enthusiastically talk about eating healthy foods, such as broccoli and carrots, in 
place of unhealthy options, such as sweets.

n Staff ensure that everyone is included. They use visual prompts and real items 
as an aid to indicate a change in routine. Staff take account of children's 
individual needs and preferences. For example, they dim the lights to help 
children to focus more easily. However, at times, staff do not support children's 
understanding of their own identity and sense of self. This does not help 
children to develop highly positive attitudes about themselves, or identify 
similarities and differences between themselves and others.   

n Overall, children have positive attitudes to learning. They benefit from a broad 
and balanced curriculum, which is designed to build on what children know and 
can do while taking account of their interests. However, staff do not always 
adapt their teaching practice to ensure that all children are fully engaged. For 
example, some children easily know the answers to questions and confidently 
shout these out when asked. At times, less confident children do not have an 
opportunity to answer. Staff do not always deliver activities that meet children's 
individual needs, so they are all supported to make the very best progress 
possible. 

n Partnership with parents is excellent. Parents comments are positive. They value 
the pre-school and staff, who they describe as being like a family. Parents say 
the progress children are making is due to the staff. Parents are updated and 
involved in their children's learning and development. Staff share ideas for 
parents to do at home. These include, how to strengthen children's pincer grip, 
in readiness for holding a pencil and early writing.

n The manager works alongside the staff and has a good overview of the setting. 
Staff receive supervision meetings from the manager and attend mandatory 
training, such as in paediatric first aid and safeguarding. However, the support 
for staff currently focuses on required training and training for the whole team. 
Staff do not yet received incisive feedback on their own practice, to help to raise 
the quality of education to the highest level.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive meaningful 
and targeted supported. Staff work closely external professionals to ensure that 
consistent support is implemented. Funding is used well to ensure that children 
who need a little more help, receive the support they are entitled to. For 
example, funding has been used for extra sessions. Resources have been 
purchased, such as sensory items and calming bags, to use on arrival. This has 
successfully helped to smooth the transition into the pre-school. This helps all 
children to make good progress from when they start.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a secure understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities. Staff 
are alert to any signs or symptoms that may indicate children's safety is 
compromised. Staff are aware of how to respond, should they have a concern 
about the conduct of a colleague. Staff know families well. They are able to swiftly 
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identify a change in the family situation that may mean a child becomes vulnerable. 
Recruitment procedures are robust. Staff suitability is thoroughly checked and 
ongoing suitability checks are conducted. This helps to ensure that staff working 
with children are suitable to do so. The setting is a pack-away pre-school, therefore 
staff arrive before the children and conduct a rigorous risk assessment. The 
environment is safe and suitable for children to play and explore.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus more precisely on staff development and training and provide staff with 
incisive feedback, to strengthen the quality of education to a consistently high 
level

n enhance ways to support children's sense of identity and prepare them further 
for life in modern Britain.

Inspection report: Little Bird's Nest Pre-school
8 June 2023 4



Setting details
Unique reference number 2641991

Local authority Cheshire East 

Inspection number 10295743

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person Little Bird's Nest Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2641990

Telephone number 07542 958380

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Bird's Nest Pre-school registered in 2021. The pre-school employs three 
members of childcare staff. Of these, all hold appropriate early years qualifications 
one at level 6 and two at level 3. The pre-school opens, term time only, from 
Monday to Friday. Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The pre-school provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Layla Davies
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider's nominated individual, who is also the manager. The inspector has 
taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Children were spoken to and some children told the inspector what they like to 
do when they are at the pre-school.

n The inspector observed the quality of education and assessed the impact that 
this was having on children's learning. 

n Parents shared their views of the pre-school with the inspector.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector reviewed evidence of staff suitability checks and qualifications.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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