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Overall effectiveness Requires improvement 

The quality of education Requires improvement 

Behaviour and attitudes Good 

Personal development Requires improvement 

Leadership and management Requires improvement 

Early years provision Good 

Previous inspection grade Good 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), feel 
safe and that they belong in this welcoming and inclusive school. Staff and pupils 
live out the school’s motto, ‘the school that cares’. Well-established routines and 
positive relationships between adults and pupils contribute towards the school’s calm 
environment.  
 
Leaders and staff have high expectations of pupils’ behaviour. Pupils behave well. 
They know what is expected of them. Pupils are polite and friendly. They understand 
how they can earn rewards. Pupils learn and use skills to regulate their behaviour. 
Leaders regularly review behaviour records to identify patterns of behaviour. Staff 
address concerns quickly. Incidents of bullying are infrequent.  
 
Most parents and carers who spoke to inspectors, or responded to Ofsted’s online 
survey, Ofsted Parent View, were positive about the school. Many value the support 
that the school provides for them.  
 
Despite these positive aspects of school life, there are some significant areas that 
require improvement. The school’s curriculum does not enable pupils to remember 
what they have learned well. Teachers do not regularly check what pupils have 
remembered. This limits the progress that pupils make. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders, including governors, have not sharply focused on the actions required to 
improve the quality of education for pupils. Although leaders make checks, they 
have not identified the main areas that need further improvement. Some key leaders 
have several significant areas of responsibility. Their high workload means that they 
are unable to carry out their roles as effectively as they would like.  
 
Children in the early years get off to a strong start. Well-established routines enable 
children to settle quickly. They gain independence by accessing resources in the 
classroom for themselves. Adults skilfully support children’s use of vocabulary by 
asking questions and modelling sentences. Adults know the children well and 
understand their needs. They plan purposeful activities for children to explore. 
Children learn skills in early numeracy. During the inspection, children used dice and 
dominoes to learn to double numbers. The early years curriculum is well designed. 
Leaders have carefully considered children’s development from Nursery through to 
the end of Reception. Some subject leaders lack knowledge about how the early 
stages of their subject are developed in the early years. They have not taken 
account of the learning that takes place in this phase when designing the curriculum 
for key stages 1 and 2. In most subjects, the curriculum does not build on what 
children learn in the early years. 
 
Leaders have designed and introduced an approach to teaching phonics. From the 
start of Reception, children begin to learn the sounds that letters make. They learn 
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to read and write words using their phonics knowledge. Most pupils learn to read 
with increasing fluency and accuracy. Leaders do not regularly check that staff teach 
phonics to a consistently high standard. Opportunities are missed by leaders to 
improve practice. For example, staff do not routinely model how to write words so 
that pupils learn how to spell words accurately. Most pupils enjoy reading. Some 
older pupils train to be junior librarians. They set an excellent example to younger 
pupils by listening and encouraging them to read. Some pupils in key stage 2 have 
not grasped the early skills required to read. They receive additional support. 
However, this support does not take place frequently enough for them to catch up 
with their peers.  
 
Leaders have developed a curriculum that meets the aims and ambition of the 
national curriculum. They have mapped the skills that they intend pupils to develop 
as they progress through the school. However, subject leaders have not clearly 
identified the important knowledge that pupils need to learn alongside this. Teachers 
do not know precisely what pupils need to know from a lesson, or series of lessons, 
to make progress. Teachers are unable to check that pupils have remembered what 
they need to know. Pupils are unable to recall important aspects of their learning. 
This creates gaps in their learning, which slows their progress through the 
curriculum.  
 
Pupils with SEND who access learning in the school’s specialist provisions are well 
supported. Targets written in their education, health and care plans are broken 
down into small steps. Teachers regularly review these targets to ensure that they 
meet pupils’ needs. Within the main school, pupils with SEND engage in lessons and 
complete work that matches their ability. Teachers do not adapt the work for pupils 
with SEND as much as they could to support pupils’ individual needs. This is 
particularly the case in ‘topic’ lessons in the afternoon. This means that some pupils 
with SEND find it difficult to complete tasks.  
 
Leaders have implemented a commercial scheme to teach the personal, social and 
health education (PSHE) curriculum. However, they have not adapted it to fully meet 
the needs of the school community. Pupils do not remember significant aspects of 
the taught curriculum. Pupils’ knowledge of the fundamental British values, such as 
democracy and the rule of law, is limited. As with the other areas of the school’s 
curriculum, leaders have not identified the important knowledge that pupils need to 
know. Teachers do not check what pupils know and remember over time. This 
creates gaps in pupils’ learning. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders make appropriate pre-employment checks on adults to ensure that they are 
suitable to work with children.  
 
Staff know about, and use effectively, the processes and procedures in place to 
identify and follow up concerns raised about pupils. The use of worry boxes in 
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classrooms provides regular opportunities for staff to check in with pupils about their 
concerns. 
 
Pupils learn how to keep themselves safe online. Internet Safety Week, as well as 
work within the PSHE curriculum, enables pupils to learn about online safety in an 
age-appropriate way. Pupils learn how to stay safe in the local area. They know that 
they should be particularly careful near the 3Rs – railways, roads and rivers. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Leaders have not clearly identified the important knowledge that pupils need to 

learn. Teachers do not know what pupils need to learn to make progress. Leaders 
should ensure that the important knowledge that pupils need to learn is clearly 
identified across the curriculum. 

 Leaders do not check effectively that their actions to improve the curriculum have 
the impact on pupils’ education that they expect. Some opportunities to improve 
the curriculum have been missed. Leaders should ensure that all subject leaders 
review the changes they implement and check the impact on pupils’ learning. 

 Some subject leaders do not know how the early stages of their subjects are 
developed in the early years. They lack clarity about how the curriculum builds on 
what children learn during their time in Reception. Leaders should enable subject 
leaders to develop their knowledge of the curriculum in the early years. Subject 
leaders should use this knowledge to make sure that the curriculum in key stages 
1 and 2 builds on what children learn in the early stages of their education. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 117926 

Local authority North East Lincolnshire  

Inspection number 10255697 

Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 303 

Appropriate authority Local authority 

Chair of governing body Wendy Jackson 

Headteacher Kim Leach 

Website www.westernprimary.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 6 February 2018, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school is a larger-than-average sized primary school.  

 The school offers three specialist resource provisions on site. The Rainbow Room, 
in partnership with the local authority, provides specialist SEND provision for 
children in the foundation stage. The STAR provision is a resource-based provision 
for pupils who attend Western Primary School. Pupils in the STAR provision join 
their mainstream classes in the afternoons. The Western Resource Based 
Provision is an alternative provision run by the school. There are 10 pupils who 
currently attend this provision from schools in the local area.  

 The school is federated with Scartho Nursery School. The headteacher is the 
executive headteacher for both schools. A head of school oversees the day-to-day 
running of Western Primary School.  

 Governors have recently taken the decision to dissolve the federation. At the time 
of the inspection, the federation governing body had ceased and a new governing 
body for Western Primary School had been established by the local authority. This 
governing body has not yet met. An interim chair of the governing body had been 
appointed. She is also the head of standards and effectiveness at the local 
authority.  
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 The school uses two unregistered alternative provisions. 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors spoke to the executive headteacher and head of school about their 
work to improve the school.  

 To evaluate the quality of education, ‘deep dives’ in early reading, mathematics, 
history and music were carried out. Inspectors spoke to leaders, visited lessons 
and reviewed pupils’ work. They spoke to pupils and staff separately.  

 Inspectors observed breaktime and lunchtime sessions.  

 Inspectors spoke to some parents at the beginning of the school day. Responses 
to Ofsted’s survey, Ofsted Parent View, were also considered.  

 An inspector visited the school’s breakfast club. 

 Throughout the two days, inspectors took account of leaders’ actions to safeguard 
pupils. Inspectors reviewed documentation and records. Some amendments were 
required to the school’s single central record during the inspection for it to be 
compliant with statutory guidance.  

 An inspector met with the current chair of governors. They also spoke to the 
former chair of governors by telephone. Minutes from governing body meetings 
were also reviewed.  

 Inspectors visited the Rainbow Room, STAR room and Western Resource Based 
Provision as part of their inspection activity. They observed lessons and spoke to 
pupils within these provisions.  

Inspection team 
 

Matthew Harrington, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

Sinead Fox Ofsted Inspector 

Stephanie Innes-Taylor His Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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