
Inspection of Childwall Valley Day 
Nursery Ltd
Childwall Valley Road, LIVERPOOL L25 2PW

Inspection date: 6 February 2023 - 8 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled at this bright and welcoming nursery. They develop 
close attachments with staff, who help children to feel safe and emotionally secure. 
Staff have high expectations for children's progress and plan a broad curriculum 
that follows their interests. Children display positive attitudes to learning and 
behave very well. 

Children relish their time in the outdoor environment and play confidently and 
happily together. Children squeal with excitement as staff kick balls high into the 
air, and they become out of breath racing to see where they land. Children learn to 
carefully negotiate obstacles, showing consideration for where their friends are 
playing. Staff teach children new skills, such as skipping, building their confidence 
and resilience, and giving them a sense of achievement when they succeed. 

Children develop an understanding of number and mathematical concepts as they 
count, measure and compare. Staff are skilful in their teaching. They engage the 
children in discussions on the properties of ice and water, and talk about the 
characteristics of different shapes. Children use excellent problem-solving skills and 
dexterity as they mould dough to the correct size and corresponding number. Staff 
encourage children to use mathematical language, such as 'longer', 'taller' and 
'three-dimensional', as they do so.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are positive role models and deliver a purposeful curriculum that supports 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) well. Children make good progress and become increasingly confident 
and independent. However, leaders do not ensure oversight of the use of 
additional funding. They do not fully explore the best way to utilise this funding. 
Furthermore, they do not fully understand the impact it is having.

n Partnership working is a strength of the nursery. The established links with 
various external professionals help to ensure that all children, including those 
with SEND, receive the relevant support and intervention to help them to make 
good progress.

n Staff understand the importance of reading books and singing songs to support 
children's developing language skills. They read with enthusiasm and encourage 
children to recall what comes next. Story times are delightful and well delivered. 
Children are learning to listen carefully and enjoy using new words, such as 
'blurb' and 'title'. 

n Children gain an excellent awareness of good oral health and healthy eating 
habits. Visits from dental practitioners teach children about the sugar content in 
familiar foods and drinks. This helps the children to recognise what is good for 
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their teeth and what is 'just for a treat'. Staff reinforce this during their 
conversations at mealtimes around healthy choices, and the children are eager 
to point out 'this melon is good for us'.

n Staff promote equal opportunities well. Children relish their visits from people 
who help us, such as the police and fire service. Staff are skilled at celebrating 
each other's differences and challenging gender stereotypes, such as during the 
children's dress-up role play. This helps children to understand what makes 
them unique, promoting respect for different people.

n Self-evaluation is reflective and ambitious, and accurately identifies areas for 
continuous improvement. The manager recognises the importance of well-being 
and has implemented targeted training to support both staff and parents with 
their emotional health. Staff say that they feel appreciated and supported, and 
work diligently to ensure that the children make good progress. However, less-
experienced staff are not always clear on how to implement the curriculum in 
order to extend children's learning so that they are challenged to find things out 
for themselves.

n Parents speak highly about the nursery and the 'friendly and approachable' staff 
team. They appreciate the daily feedback that they receive and comment on the 
progress that their children have made. The nursery shares information with 
parents via a secure online app, and parents can add comments and 
observations from home. This two-way communication helps to ensure that the 
children make good progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a thorough understanding of how to keep children safe and protected 
from harm. They have completed safeguarding training and fully understand their 
responsibilities to record and report any safeguarding concerns. Leaders adopt 
stringent procedures for the recruitment of new staff and carry out robust checks 
to ensure their ongoing suitability. Staff teach children about keeping safe and 
potential hazards, such as when the ground is icy. This allows the children to begin 
to manage their own risks and learn to keep themselves safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the effectiveness of supervision for leaders to ensure that those with 
oversight fully understand how additional funding has been utilised and the 
impact it has on children

n continue to develop less-experienced staff's knowledge of how to implement the 
curriculum, so that children are supported to explore different play resources 
and challenged to find things out for themselves.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY463245

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10276710

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person Childwall Valley Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532643

Telephone number 0151 4879327

Date of previous inspection 28 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Childwall Valley Day Nursery Ltd registered in 2013. The nursery employs 15 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 13 hold early years qualifications at level 2 or 
above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, 7.30am to 5.50pm, for 51 weeks 
of the year. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Marianne McDowell
Rebecca Weston
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and director and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
provider.

n The inspectors and manager completed a learning walk of all areas of the 
nursery and discussed the early years curriculum and what they want children to 
learn. 

n The inspectors observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspectors spoke with parents, children and staff at appropriate times during 
the inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspectors carried out a joint observation with the manager and discussed 
the impact of teaching on children's learning.

n The inspectors looked at a sample of relevant records and documentation, 
including evidence of staff suitability and training. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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