
Inspection of Baston Pre-School 
Limited
83 Baston Road, BROMLEY BR2 7BS

Inspection date: 6 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive in the morning with big smiles to adults who greet them at the door 
and welcome them into a calm, nurturing environment. They show that they are 
happy and secure in the setting by hanging things on their peg and saying goodbye 
to their carers. They quickly settle into the rooms for the day. They follow familiar 
routines, such as self-registration and morning carpet time. They then explore 
freely while adults sit engaging with them, and talk to them about what they would 
like to do. Staff form positive relationships with children and offer them 
encouragement and praise while responding to their needs.

The setting has two rooms catering for different age groups, which are presented 
in a way that helps children build the skills they need for future learning. They are 
well equipped and support children to learn through play in a fun and interesting 
way, across the different areas of learning. The staff have high expectations of 
children, and many children have learned to write their own names and recognise 
sounds. Children have a positive attitude towards their learning and behave well. 
They enjoy playing outside, where they develop their physical coordination skills by 
running around happily with balls, push buggies and ride on scooters. Staff help 
them learn about the world around them by offering them lots of hands-on 
experience, such as growing strawberries, runner beans and planting sunflowers. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have built a strong team, and they ensure all staff are suitable to work 
with children. They hold termly supervision and annual appraisals to ensure staff 
have all the skills they need to support all the children they work with. Leaders 
are 'hands on', and spend time in the setting supporting their staff, children and 
their families. This is evident in the fact that many members of staff are long 
standing and work well together and say they feel well supported by the 
managers.

n Leaders have a clear vision for the setting and know what they want children to 
learn. The curriculum is sequenced and planned to help children develop the 
skills they need for future learning. For example, children learn to recognise the 
letters in their own name by first finding it with a picture of themselves, and 
then just the name on its own. 

n Overall, staff develop children's communication and language skills well through 
daily discussions, stories and rhymes. However, they sometimes ask closed 
questions, meaning children are not always given the chance to develop their 
thinking skills and share their own ideas and thoughts about the things they are 
learning fully.  

n Staff encourage children to be independent, which helps to prepare them for 
school. They learn how to use the toilet, wash their own hands and write their 

Inspection report: Baston Pre-School Limited
6 June 2023 2



own names. Staff develop children's social skills and confidence by spending lots 
of time with them and offering them lots of experiences, such as visits to the 
local library, taking part in assemblies, performances and sports day. 

n Staff make accurate assessments and get to know children well by observing 
them as they play. They then discuss and use this information to plan future 
learning and experiences for children. They identify gaps and any specific needs 
early, and use the support of outside agencies to ensure all children have the 
support they need to make good progress. 

n Parents highly recommend the setting and the quality of education their children 
receive. They feel well informed about their child's progress and say that staff's 
attention to detail is excellent and very professional. They feel the staff keep 
them well informed and that their children are making good progress in all 
areas, particularly in early reading and writing.

n The setting helps children understand British values by teaching them the 
importance of good manners. Staff support children's behaviour by reminding 
them of the routines and setting clear boundaries. For example, they tell 
children not to run indoors and to use 'kind hands'. However, they sometimes do 
not offer children explanations to help them to understand and regulate their 
own behaviour.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know and understand the signs and symptoms of abuse and who to go to if 
they a have concerns that a child may be at risk from harm. They have an 
awareness of safeguarding issues, such as the 'Prevent' duty and female genital 
mutilation. The setting has procedures and systems in place to ensure the setting is 
safe and secure for children to use. They monitor the environment and make daily 
checks of the equipment and premises. Termly fire drills ensure that staff and 
children know what to do in the event of a fire. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help children to deepen their understanding of how and why they need to follow 
familiar routines and rules

n extend children's language and thinking skills by asking more open questions 
while they play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY396113

Local authority Bromley

Inspection number 10285812

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Baston Pre-School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902453

Telephone number 0208 4629732

Date of previous inspection 19 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

Baston Pre-School Limited registered in 2009. It operates from a single-storey 
building in Hayes, in the London Borough of Bromley. The setting operates on 
Monday to Friday, from 8.30am to 3.30pm, during term time only. There is a team 
of 12 staff. Of these, nine staff hold appropriate qualifications at level 3 or above 
and have relevant experience for their positions. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louisa Parker
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children throughout 

the day, and evaluated the impact these had on children's learning. 
n A joint observation of an activity was carried out by the inspector and the 

manager.
n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector.
n The inspector spoke to parents, and their views were considered. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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