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Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thoroughly enjoy spending time at the childminder's home. They talk 
about how they really like coming to the house to see the childminder and spend 
time with their friends. The childminder knows every child extremely well and has 
an excellent bond with each of them. This bond is carefully nurtured through 
communication, respect and trust. For example, she includes the children in 
planning activities and listens to their views and opinions. This makes them feel 
valued and part of the group. 

The childminder has a well-established structure to her routine. This helps the 
children to feel safe and secure but also allows for flexibility. For example, if the 
weather is good or if the children choose a new activity they would like to do, the 
childminder can accommodate this easily. Conversations and discussions are 
frequent and happen naturally. The childminder promotes constant opportunities 
for language, such as through asking open-ended questions, engaging in relaxed 
conversations and encouraging the children to work together. Children behave well 
and are clear about the expectations of the setting. The childminder regularly 
praises the children when she notices they have behaved in a positive way. For 
example, she will notice when a child helps a friend, or if she hears them being 
kind or sharing important information, such as where resources are kept or what is 
happening next.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder is clear about her vision for her setting and understands the 
importance of providing a welcoming and safe environment. The premises are 
clean and bright and there is a good range of activities to choose from, which 
encourage a range of skills.

n The childminder has high expectations for each child and provides a broad range 
of carefully thought-out experiences for every child to join in with. For example, 
children noticed some tired bees on the walk home from school to the 
childminder's house. This started a conversation about why the bees were tired 
and how the children could help them. When the children got back to the 
childminder's house, they made sugar water for the bees, to give them energy in 
the hot weather.

n The childminder carefully risk assesses outings in the local area and makes 
excellent use of nearby grassy spaces to promote a wide range of skills. For 
example, children are familiar with the rule that when climbing the trees they 
should only climb as high as they are tall. They learn about taking risks that are 
appropriate and to understand the importance of managing their own safety, 
Children talk about how much they love playing on the rope swing and using 
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nets in the stream. 
n Parents value the close relationship their children have with the childminder and 

this makes them feel at ease when leaving their child in her care. They say they 
are 'over the moon' with the care provided by the childminder. For example, 
they explain how the childminder differentiates activities for each child and puts 
her heart and soul into everything she plans. Parents explain how their children 
thoroughly enjoy their time with the childminder and how she shares information 
about school updates, useful child development information and also provides 
support if needed.

n The childminder has developed really positive links with a number of useful 
contacts, including the local safeguarding partnership, and regularly accesses 
their resources and materials. This supports her learning and understanding. She 
regularly updates her knowledge, through training, reading and reflecting on her 
own policies and practice.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a superb knowledge of how to safeguard the children in her 
care. She is able to clearly recognise the signs and indicators of any possible abuse 
and is confident about the process to follow. She has an excellent understanding of 
the impact that harmful situations can have on children and the importance of 
responding quickly to any worries she might identify. The childminder is clear on 
how to keep children safe and who to contact for support if needed. The 
childminder is excellent at assessing and managing risk. For example, she talks 
regularly to the children about the importance of handwashing and drinking plenty 
of water during hot weather. The children can also be heard reminding each other 
about these rules, because they are keen to keep each other safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY490707

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10289136

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 11

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 0

Date of previous inspection 13 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2015. She lives in the Locks Heath area of 
Southampton. The childminder holds early years professional status. She has two 
assistants who can work with her, as required. The childminder offers childcare 
from 7am to 9am and from 3pm to 6pm on weekdays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lucy Short

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about how she plans activities for 
children to meet their individual needs.

n Children told the inspector about about what they enjoy doing while with the 
childminder.

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children
n The childminder and inspector discussed how activities and routines had been 

implemented and the impact this had on children's learning. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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