
Inspection of The Lime Trees at The 
Lanes
The Lanes Primary School, Cator Lane, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 4BB

Inspection date: 2 June 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children attending the club choose what they would like to do from the wide range 
of activities and resources on offer. They engage in both adult-led activities and 
free play. Some children enjoy cutting up vegetables, such as peppers. They use 
child-friendly knives as staff show them how to cut safely. Children use the 
vegetables to make pretend healthy meals and proudly show the vegetables they 
have cut and talk about which ones they like to eat. 

Children have lots of opportunities to be physically active. Staff encourage them to 
start the day with motivational games outside, and they enjoy running and 
jumping. Some children learn new skills as they join in a hockey session. Staff 
explain how to hold the hockey stick safely so that they do not hurt themselves or 
each other. They demonstrate how to use the hockey stick to dribble the ball. 
Children practise controlling the balls and carefully manoeuvre them around cones 
before passing them to each other.

Children develop their concentration skills as they spend time playing board games, 
such as chess. They explore sensory trays as they scoop and pour rice and enjoy 
the feeling of the rice running through their fingers. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The managers have a strong vision of what they want children to gain from 
attending the club. They aim to provide lots of physical activity and enable 
children to develop new skills and broaden their experiences. They encourage 
children to develop a positive mental attitude as they play and have fun 
together. 

n The staff know the children well. They talk with children about what they like 
doing. They observe what interests them and then set out resources that excite 
and engage children. Some children like dinosaurs and the staff set out an 
activity tray with a range of different toy dinosaurs, which children enjoy. They 
explain to children the range of activities available at the beginning of the 
session and support them to choose what they would like to join in with. 

n Staff organise a group of children to go outside and search for insects and small 
animals. They provide activity sheets with pictures of the different creatures 
children might find and magnifying glasses to help spot them. Children are 
excited as they find worms, ants and beetles and tick them off their list. Staff 
help them expand their knowledge as they talk about investigating the habitats 
that the insects live in. 

n Children talk in a calm and relaxed way with staff and each other. Staff are 
warm and encouraging, helping build children's self-esteem and sense of well-
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being. They encourage children to behave well as they talk about the 'Lime Tree 
rules' and remind them to treat one another with respect. They share certificates 
and awards when children demonstrate positive attributes like 'going the extra 
mile' and sharing. When children play team games, staff award bonus points for 
listening and concentrating well. This is helping children to develop positive 
social skills. 

n Staff encourage children to learn how to keep healthy. They provide a healthy 
breakfast and nutritious snacks and remind children to take their water bottles 
with them when they go outside. Staff encourage children to look after their 
teeth and provide tooth-brushing kits to take home. 

n Children with additional needs are supported well by staff. Staff understand their 
individual needs and provide individual attention to enable them to engage 
positively in ways that work for them. 

n Parents say that staff take good care of their children. They are confident that 
staff know their children well and are very responsive to their needs. They state 
that their children like attending the club and particularly enjoy the craft 
activities and the disco. Children say they like coming to the club and enjoy 
taking part in the talent show.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff and managers have a good understanding of the signs and symptoms of 
abuse and neglect. They are aware of what to do if they are worried about a child. 
Staff conduct risk assessments, including completing daily checks of the premises 
to ensure that the environment is free from hazards and that the doors and gates 
are kept secure. They supervise children closely, for example, escorting them to 
the toilet when needed. Recruitment arrangements are in place to ensure that staff 
are appropriate to work with children. Staff take part in safeguarding training to 
keep their knowledge up to date. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2626761

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10280867

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 11

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 440

Name of registered person The Lime Trees Group CIC

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532825

Telephone number 07766773723

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Lime Trees at The Lanes registered in 2021 and is located in Beeston, 
Nottingham. The club employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, three 
members of staff hold an appropriate childcare qualification at level 3 and two at 
level 2. The club operates during term time, between 7.30am and 9am and 3.25pm 
and 6pm, Monday to Friday. It provides a holiday club during school holidays from 
7.30am to 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ann Carter
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed staff's interactions with the children during indoor and 
outdoor activities. 

n The managers, the staff and the children engaged in discussions with the 
inspector at appropriate times during the inspection. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 
those working in the club.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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