
Inspection of Washway Road Day 
Nursery
266 Washway Road, Sale, Cheshire M33 4RZ

Inspection date: 31 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at the nursery happy and separate from their parents with ease. 
Staff are loving and caring towards children's emotional needs, and provide 
children with support to make them feel safe and secure.
  
Staff are positive role models. They treat children with respect and value their 
views and choices. Children follow instructions and routines well, and confidently 
engage in play with their friends. Children display good manners and their 
behaviour and listening skills are very good. 

Children are eager to explore the purposefully planned and stimulating 
environment. Younger children develop their small muscles as they scoop up water, 
carefully separate petals with their fingers, and press and crunch cereal. Toddlers 
sit contently as they listen to a story. They are helped to build their speaking skills 
as staff pause and children fill in the missing words. Older children squeeze, pat 
and prod soil as they fill up pots. They gather around and talk about planting seeds 
and the need for water and sunshine to make them grow. Children practise their 
mark-making skills as they chalk on the floor and create pictures and patterns on 
paper. They explore shapes and show great delight in their achievements as they 
proudly identify a 'hexagon' and 'pentagon' and learn about symmetry. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is dedicated and has a clear vision for providing a happy and 
stimulating nursery for children to learn, develop and grow. She confidently talks 
about things that her and the team do well and identifies future developments. 
Staff say that they feel well supported and attend regular meetings to discuss 
their training needs and roles and responsibilities. This results in staff feeling 
happy and highly motivated in helping children to achieve the best learning 
outcomes. 

n A well-sequenced and ambitious curriculum is in place. Staff know what children 
can do, and what they need to do to support children in their future learning. 
They have a good understanding of children's development and build on the 
skills that children need in readiness for transitions, such as moving in to the 
next room in the nursery and in preparation for starting school. Children are 
making good progress. 

n Overall, children of all ages are inquisitive, enjoy exploring and show great 
curiosity. Older children ask 'why' and 'how' questions and generally are eager to 
learn more. However, some staff do not respond and adapt activities to further 
support children's interests and ideas that arise as they play. This results in 
children losing focus quickly. 

n Promoting children's independence is a key area of focus throughout the 
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nursery. For instance, babies make choices and freely explore what they want to 
play with. Toddlers rise to the challenge of putting on their socks. Older children 
develop skills, such as using knives and forks with great control and carrying out 
their own personal needs. This supports children's good progress in their self-
care skills.

n Parents are very complimentary about the manager and the staff. They feel 
confident that their children are in safe and caring hands. Staff continually share 
information with parents throughout the day via messages, pictures and videos 
of their children's day. Furthermore, parents are asked to keep staff up to date 
of things that their children do at home. Staff take this information and 
incorporate it in planned activities and experiences. This helps to extend 
children's interests and learning further. 

n Children enjoy trips out in the local community. For example, older children have 
taken part in a mini marathon in the local park and visit nursing homes. Children 
learn about recycling clothes and have been involved in setting up a nursery 
'swop shop'. Parents attend the nursery and talk to children about their job 
roles, such as a dentist. As a result, children are gaining a greater understanding 
of the world around them and learn about the importance of leading an active 
and healthy lifestyle.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of the importance of keeping children safe from 
harm. There are safeguarding policies and procedures to follow if staff have any 
concerns about children's welfare or a colleague's conduct. The provider has a 
thorough recruitment process and induction procedure to ensure that staff who 
work with children are suitable. Children's safety is further assured throughout the 
day. For example, staff make children aware of potential hazards as they play, such 
as moving around with pencils in their hands and not running while water is on the 
floor. All areas of the nursery are safe and secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve staff's understanding of how to respond and adapt in the moment, so 
that they provide teaching that allows children to develop their own ideas and 
extend their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY492924

Local authority Trafford

Inspection number 10289440

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 65

Number of children on roll 66

Name of registered person Garforth, Clare

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909525

Telephone number 01619695041

Date of previous inspection 24 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Washway Road Day Nursery registered in 2015. It is located in Sale, Cheshire. The 
nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, nine hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 2 and above. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kellie Lever
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of a group activity with a room 

leader.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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