
Inspection of Diggle Holiday Club
Diggle School, Sam Road, Diggle, Oldham OL3 5PU

Inspection date: 31 May 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive excitedly and settle quickly into their day at this holiday club. 
Children play cooperatively, sharing toys and resources well as they engage in a 
range of age-appropriate activities. Children develop good problem-solving skills in 
their games. They discuss how to organise activities together, such as the 
scavenger hunt. Older children suggest working in pairs with the younger children 
so that they can help them. 

Staff know the children well and incorporate their unique interests and needs. They 
create a well-organised environment that children access independently. Some of 
the children have shown an interest in making and creating. They work together to 
make different creations such as fairy wands and elf houses from natural resources 
they have collected. They confidently discuss what they have made and what they 
could add to improve their creation. 

Children consistently demonstrate high levels of respect to their friends and staff. 
They listen intently when others are speaking and patiently wait their turn to 
respond. Moreover, children recognise each other's emotions and comfort each 
other when required. For example, some children become frustrated during an 
activity making pictures with beads. This frustration is recognised by other children 
who provide support and encouragement. As a result, the children persist in their 
task and complete their picture. Therefore, children are developing resilience and 
are building confidence.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Throughout the session, there is frequent conversation and delightful laughter 
from children as they independently engage in a choice of games and activities. 
Older children enjoy board games. They encourage younger children to join in 
and praise them excitedly when they succeed in winning the games. In addition, 
children positively initiate conversation with a visitor and eagerly talk about their 
favourite activities at the club. Therefore, children exhibit high levels of 
confidence and self-esteem.

n Staff have high expectations of all children, and children's behaviour is excellent. 
Children listen intently to instructions and respond accordingly. They confidently 
discuss their roles and responsibilities. For example, they are careful when 
playing with toys and return resources when an activity has finished. 
Consequently, children have a secure understanding of what is expected of them 
and the importance of keeping their play space tidy.

n Older children demonstrate worthy levels of independence and act as good role 
models for their younger friends. During snack time, they cut their own fruit and 
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butter their toast independently, encouraging and assisting the younger children 
to do the same. All children wash their own plates and cutlery when they have 
finished. Furthermore, all children, including children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND), manage their own personal care needs. 
Therefore, all children are developing skills to become independent.

n Staff support children to understand healthy lifestyle habits. Children wash their 
hands when they have been outside and before snack. They remind others to do 
the same. They have access to a large outdoor play area where they can 
complete obstacle courses, the daily mile and play ball games such as football. 
Therefore, children learn the significance of being healthy and active.

n Staff support children's well-being and help children to develop their 
understanding of keeping themselves and others safe. For instance, older 
children explain the importance of online safety and how to stay safe when 
using computers and other electronic devices. Moreover, they discuss fire safety 
during carpet time. Children know the signal for fire drills and recognise where 
fire exits are to get to the agreed assembly point.

n Parents report the 'excellent' and supportive care their children receive while 
attending the club. They speak of the detailed communication and how 
comfortable they feel leaving their children in the care of friendly and 
knowledgeable staff. Children are well supported and happy at this holiday club.

n All children, including children with SEND, are very well supported. Leaders and 
staff have exceptionally strong links with the host school, parents, and outside 
agencies to support a consistent approach to meeting children's care and 
learning needs. They ensure that all children have a positive experience while at 
this club and enjoy their play and learning.

n Leaders understand their strengths and areas for development very well. They 
ensure that staff engage in continuous professional development that is based 
around their interests. For example, staff have completed training in physical 
activity and nutrition to aid children's lifelong well-being. This provides a positive 
impact on children's experiences.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff provide a safe and secure environment for children to play and learn and 
are aware of their role to help keep children safe. Staff confidently recognise signs 
and symptoms that may be indicators that children are at risk, including county 
lines and the 'Prevent' duty. They are acutely aware of the procedures to follow 
and the outside agencies they should report concerns to if an allegation was made 
against a colleague. Leaders ensure that risk assessments are effective and are 
ongoing throughout the day to minimise any potential risks and help keep children 
safe. Furthermore, leaders have a robust recruitment procedure in place to help 
ensure the suitability of all staff that work with children. They monitor ongoing 
suitability of staff through regular supervisions and appraisals.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2623860

Local authority Oldham

Inspection number 10289280

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 150

Name of registered person L and A Holiday Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2623858

Telephone number 07803514518

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Diggle Holiday Club registered in 2021. The club is situated on the grounds of 
Diggle School, Diggle, Lancashire. The holiday club operates from Monday to Friday 
during school holidays, and sessions are from 8.45am to 5pm. The holiday club 
employs 10 members of staff. Of these, two hold qualified teacher status and two 
hold a level 3 qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Little
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact with the provider and has 
taken this into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed children's interactions during play, indoors and outdoors, 
and discussed the activities provided to them with staff.

n The inspector spoke to children about their time at holiday club.
n The inspector spoke to staff about policies, procedures and risk assessments.
n The inspector held a meeting with leaders. She reviewed a sample of 

documents, including evidence of suitability of staff, accident forms, first-aid 
certificates and parent testimonials.

n The inspector spoke to parents about the holiday club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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