
Inspection of Kid's Corner Day 
Nursery
45 Sleaford Road, Metheringham, Lincoln LN4 3DG

Inspection date: 2 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Before children start attending the nursery, they are offered settling-in sessions. 
This helps them to become familiar with the environment and the staff. Staff find 
out about children's interests and offer them familiar toys to help them feel 
emotionally secure. Children show positive relationships with staff, asking to cuddle 
them. Staff model positive behaviour. They give children gentle reminders to use 
good manners when they ask for things, such as paint. This encourages children to 
be polite. 

Children have opportunities to learn how to care for animals, such as the nursery 
pet rabbit. They give the rabbit broccoli to eat, and are reminded by staff to use 
'kind hands' when they feed it. Pre-school children thoroughly enjoy being 
physically active in the garden. They are supported by staff to take and manage 
risks safely when they walk across a horizontal ladder. Staff encourage children to 
solve problems when they tell them it is 'wobbly'. Children suggest resting one end 
of the ladder on a tyre to make it sturdier. Children in the toddler room enjoy 
looking at books. They ask staff to read the same book a number of times, helping 
them learn the story through repetition. Staff ask children to recognise images on 
the pages and encourage them to lift the flaps in books. This helps them take part 
in the storytelling. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff have made improvements since the last inspection to 
raise outcomes for children. A more rigorous induction procedure is in place to 
support new staff. This helps them to have a thorough understanding of their 
roles and responsibilities. Staff in the toddler room have received support from 
the local authority advisor to help boost their confidence to provide learning 
opportunities for children. 

n Staff support children's communication and language skills well. For example, 
staff in the toddler room repeat words that children say. This enables them to 
hear the correct pronunciation of words. For example, when children say, 'I can 
see a spider' staff reply, 'Can you see a spider?' 

n The manager spends additional funding for children effectively. For example, all-
in-one suits for children are purchased, which enables them to play in the 
garden in all weathers. This allows children to follow their interests to play 
outdoors. 

n Staff utilise the facilities in the local community to extend children's experiences. 
For example, they take children to the library to look at books, supporting their 
literacy development. When children show interest in mechanisms and trains, 
staff take them to watch how the train barriers go up and down.

n Staff observe and assess children's development and identify how they can 
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follow children's interests and support their progress. However, occasionally 
when pre-school children show an interest in role-play experiences, some staff 
do not support their play. This results in some children losing interest and not 
building on their imaginative skills. 

n The manager and staff promote children's independence. For example, children 
in the toddler room are asked to put on and take off their shoes and boots when 
they move from indoors to outdoors. Pre-school children are asked to pour their 
drinks and serve themselves meals at lunchtime. This contributes to them 
learning skills that will help them in the future. 

n Staff have 'golden rules' that include reminding children to use 'kind hands' and 
kind words. This helps children to understand what is expected of them. Staff 
praise children's achievements, helping to raise their self-esteem. For example, 
they give pre-school children a high five when they work as a team to move a 
toy barbecue. 

n Before children move on to school, the manager attends transition meetings with 
teachers to share information about children's development. Teachers from the 
schools are invited to the nursery to meet the children, helping children to 
become familiar with the person who will be caring for them. However, this 
partnership working is not as effective with all parents. Staff do not support all 
parents to be involved in their children's learning in the nursery and at home. 

n The food offered to children is freshly prepared. Staff help children to learn how 
some foods are grown, sitting together and holding discussions at lunchtime. 
Parents comment that their children love the food the nursery provides. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager checks that staff's knowledge of safeguarding is current. For 
example, she asks them to complete a quiz each week to test their knowledge. 
Staff complete safeguarding training online. They understand how to identify the 
signs of abuse and where to report their concerns. Staff carry out daily risk 
assessments to help provide a safe environment for children to play. Safety gates 
are at the entrance of each playroom door to stop children from leaving 
unaccompanied. Staff supervise children well, including when they play on large 
apparatus in the garden to promote their safety. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff in the pre-school room to strengthen the support they offer children to 
help them build on their imaginative experiences

n strengthen opportunities to encourage all parents to be involved with their 
children's learning in the nursery and at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY456706

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10260891

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 11

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person Kids Corner Day Nursery LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532200

Telephone number 01526 321388

Date of previous inspection 10 October 2022

Information about this early years setting

Kid's Corner Day Nursery registered in 2013 and is situated in Metheringham, 
Lincolnshire. The nursery employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, three 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday, all year round, apart from one week between Christmas and new year. 
Sessions are from 7am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed how the curriculum is implemented. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, both indoors 
and outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n Children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the joint owners. She reviewed relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery. 
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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